riety of material concerning analysis,
special functions, vector analysis, and
so on in order to pursue their studies
of the physical sciences and that fur-
thermore, this material should be pre-
sented in a single course. There is, of
course, substantial room for contro-
versy with respect to this position; how-
ever, having adopted it Boas proceeds
to develop the material she considers
essential lucidly and with a variety of
examples. The material she covers en-
compasses rudimentary real and com-
plex analysis; ordinary and partial dif-
ferential equations, including Fourier
series, special functions, and integral
transforms; vector and tensor analysis;
determinants and matrices; the calculus
of variations; and probability. None of
these receives a very modern or sophis-
ticated treatment but each is treated
adequately for the purposes of solving
the kinds of problems that characterize
advanced undergraduate courses in the
physical sciences. One of the strong
points of the presentation is the inclu-
sion of a number of worked problems
in the text. These examples might,
however, have been distinguished a lit-
tle more definitely from the actual ex-
pository material in order to accom-
modate those students (and faculty)
who can master the material more
quickly. A large selection of exercises
is included with each chapter, enough
so that the problem of complete over-
lap of homework assignments in suc-
cessive years should not be trouble-
some. The book is well produced with
pleasant typography and clear illustra-
tions. In general I would recommend
its consideration for use in a junior-
level course.

F. J. MILFORD
Batelle Memorial Institute,
Columbus, Ohio

Religion in Indian Life

The Peyote Religion among the Navaho.
Davip F. ABerLE. Aldine, Chicago, 1966.
480 pp., illus. $10.

Probably no phenomenon of Amer-
ican Indian life, and certainly no na-
tivistic religious movement, has been
as thoroughly documented as the
Peyote religion. Peyotism as a cult of
Christianity came into being in the lat-
ter half of the 19th century, and both
its spread and its study were vastly
facilitated by the speeding up of com-
munications and transportation which
had occurred by that time.
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Today peyotism is a political as well
as a religious issue to the Navaho peo-
ple. “Progressives,” who have had more
frequent contacts with other tribes
and are aware of the need for unified
Indian thought and action, are more
likely to support—or at least not op-
pose—peyotism as a way of life than
are the “long hairs” or old-timers.
A large part of David F. Aberle’s
scholarly and impressive contribution
is devoted to this aspect of peyotism.
Aberle has attended meetings among
the Navaho in several parts of the res-
ervation and has interviewed both
Navahos who support and Navahos who
attack the cult.

To one who has been attending
peyote ceremonies in Oklahoma since
the mid-1930’s, the Navaho peyote
ceremonialism appears to be a curious
mixture of rites from various tribes.
The ceremonies are held inside perma-
nent buildings set aside specifically for
that purpose, as is the case with the
“East Moon” rite of the Osages, Pon-
cas, and their southern Siouan rela-
tives. However, Navaho peyote rites
lack some of the Roman Catholic
elements present in “East Moon” rites,
and the dominant tone seems to be akin
to that of the Protestant-based “West
Moon” ceremonies of the Kiowa,
Comanche, Sac, and other western
Oklahoma tribes. Kiowas and Coman-
ches together furnish most of the ritu-
alistic paraphernalia in use in Oklahoma,
and certainly the fans shown in one
of Aberle’s plates are of Kiowa manu-
facture, probably a gift from a peyote
“brother.”

Aberle has not been content to pre-
sent ritual divorced from philosophy,
and his discussion of the underlying
thought of peyotists is valuable to the
student of religions in general. Among
the Navaho, as elsewhere, peyote is
basically a religion of healing. In this
it is closely related to the old Navaho
religion, with its chants and rituals in-
tended to bring and maintain health.

Aberle’s study of the economic
aspects of peyotism is closely detailed,
and, indeed, this book is one of the
few publications which present such
material in compact form for any
North American Indian group. The
information is at best hard to come by,
and too few writers have had the ability
and the patience to correlate economic
factors with the religious beliefs and
practices of the Indians.

Recently I attended a peyote cere-
mony in Oklahoma at which two
Navaho boys were present. They had

attended a government boarding school
in Anadarko, Oklahoma, and had
“joined peyote” there. They arrived at
the meeting in question simply by walk-
ing onto a powwow ground and asking
where the meeting would be held that
Saturday night. After the ceremony the
entire group sat listening to tape-re-
corded peyote songs. The tapes had
been brought to this meeting, which was
sponsored jointly by Sac-Fox and Kick-
apoo roadmen, by a Pottawatomi from
Kansas who had recorded the songs at
a Ute meeting in Utah. Originally the
songs had been Kiowa, and I, a non-
Indian who had done research among
the Kiowa, could understand some
words. However, all the other listeners
agreed that the words were nonsense
syllables to them.

In view of the concrete evidence of
the processes of diffusion which inci-
dents such as this one provide, one
must agree with Aberle’s conclusion
that peyotism is an increasing force in
American Indianlife. As he points out,
it can be the most potent form of Pan-
Indianism.

ALICE MARRIOTT
Southwest Research Associates,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

New Books

_Advances in Automobile Engineering.
vol. 4, Combustion Processes in the Spark
Ignition Engine. Proceedings of a sym-
posium (Cranfield), July 1965. D. Hod-
getts, Ed. Pergamon, New York, 1966.
208 pp. Illus. $9.50. Six papers.

Advances in Biology of Skin. vol. 7,
Carcinogenesis. Proceedings of a sym-
posium (Portland, Ore.), April 1965. Wil-
liam Montagna and Richard L. Dobson,
Eds. Pergamon, New York, 1966. 372
pp. Illus. $16.50. Nineteen papers.

Ages of Rocks, Planets, and Stars.
Henry Faul. McGraw-Hill, New York,
1966. 119 pp. Illus. Paper, $2.45. Earth
and Planetary Science Series.

Annual Review of Entomology. vol 12.
Ray F. Smith and Thomas E. Mittler,
Eds. Annual Reviews, Palo Alto, Calif.,
1967.' 573 pp. Illus. $8.50. Twenty papers.

An Anthology of Philips Research.
H. B. G. Casimir and S. Gradstein, Eds.
Published for N. V. Philips’ Gloeilampen-
fabrieken, Eindhoven, The Netherlands.
Centrex Publishing Company, Eindhoven,
1966. 469 pp. Illus. $5.

Anticancer  Agents.  Frances E.
Knock. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1966.
292 pp. Illus. $15.50.

Aspects of Medical Physics. Review
papers presented at the First International
Conference on Medical Physics (Harro-
gate, England), September 1965. J. Rotblat,
Ed. Taylor and Francis, London, 1966.
196 pp. Illus. $6.50. Nine papers.
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