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Publishing without Review 

Abelson's pint is very well taken 
in his editorial "Information exchange 
groups" (11 Nov., p. 727). I am famil- 
iar with a number of similar expedi- 
ents to beat, so to speak, the system 
of adequate review and responsible au- 
thorship. He did not mention them, but 
there are two other ways to circum- 
vent review. One is the publication in 
book form of papers given at sym- 
posia and the other, the "transactions" 
published by some engineering societies. 
The latter are open to discussion but, 
in the meantime, one can have just 
about anything printed. Fortunately, 
symposia proceedings are usually very 
slow in coming out and are not attrac- 
tive as a medium. He also did not 
mention a cause for preferment of un- 
reviewed and unedited publication me- 
dia: the need for gathering what the 
trade knows as "brownie points" under 
the "Publish or Perish" system. 

As I see it, the only solution is 
the speeding up of publication in 
reputable journals and increasingly 
incisive screening. Also, we need ad- 
ministrative policies of government 
agencies and universities toward the 
suppression of quasi-journals. I would 
welcome continued editorial focus on 
this problem in your columns. 

C. H. M. VAN BAVEL 
U.S. Water Conservation Laboratory, 
4331 East Broadway, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85040 

Spreading the Gospel 

By coincidence, shortly before reading 
Van Vleck's letter ("Population stabili- 
zation," 7 Oct.), I talked to two high 
school biology classes about the need 
to stabilize human populations. I can 
attest that such concepts, including birth 
control, were accepted with aplomb by 
sophomores. In fact, I am convinced that 
the high school biology course is an 
ideal place to introduce this problem. 
When it follows the study of the simple 
principles of animal and plant ecology 
such as is found in many texts, especial- 
ly the Biological Sciences Curriculum 
Study texts, population control is quite 
comprehensible to the student. He can 
understand why man has instinctively 
been so diligent and successful in turn- 
ing his efforts to death control, and 
has been reluctant to interfere with his 
own reproduction. The conflict becomes 
apparent and leads to the conclusion 
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Just drop L/I Automatic RE- 

PIPETS* and Automatic Dilutors 
into your reagent bottles. They'll dis- 
pense, transfer, mix, aspirate and di- 
lute with a guaranteed accuracy of 
1 % and 0.1% reproducibility. Be- 
cause these two automatic L/I instru- 
ments complete any operation in only 
a few seconds, you cut your analysis 
time 50-95%. And you eliminate the 
hazards of mouth pipetting and trans- 
fer of reagent from bottle to bottle. 

L/I's versatile instruments handle 
any liquid-acids, alkalies, solvents 
and volatiles included-with viscosi- 
ties as high as 45 centipoises. Because 
there's no drainage error, you'll get 
1 % accuracy and 0.1% reproduci- 
bility even with viscous liquids. 

L/I instruments give you complete 
freedom from contamination, require 
no change in your methods, and never 
need cleaning. Integral air filters keep 
reagents pure. Volume? From micro- 
liters to deciliters. 

Dilutors $89.50, including com- 
plete set of tips for highest precision 
in all ranges. REPIPETES $47.50. 
Immediate delivery in 1, 10, 20, and 
50 ml sizes. Please write for details. 
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