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Science serves its readers as a forum for
the presentation and discussion of impor-

tant issues related to the advancement of .

science, including the presentation of mi-
nority or conflicting points of view, rather
than by publishing only material on which
a consensus has been reached. Accordingly,
all articles published in Science—including
editorials, news and comment, and book
reviews—are signed and reflect the indi-
vidual views of the authors and not official

points of view adopted by the AAAS or

the institutions with which the authors are
affiliated.

Editorial Board

ROBERT L. BowMAN EVERETT 1. MENDELSOHN
JosePH W. CHAMBERLAIN NEeAL E. MILLER

JouN T. EDSALL JoHN R. PIERCE

EMIL HAURY : KENNETH S. PITZER
ALEXANDER HOLLAENDER ALEXANDER RICH
WiLLARD F. LiBBY DEWITT STETTEN, JR,
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD CLARENCE M. ZENER

Editorial Staff

Editor
PHiLip H. ABELSON

Publisher Business Manager
DAEL WOLFLE HANS NUSSBAUM

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E.
RINGLE

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN

News and Comment: DANIEL S. GREENBERG, JOHN
WaLsa*, ELINOR LANGER, LUTHER J. CARTER,
BRYCE NELSON, NAoM1 PANUSH, MARION ZIEGER,
JANE AYRES

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART

Editorial Assistants: ISABELLA BOULDIN, FELEA-
NORE Butz, BEN CARLIN, GRAYCE FINGER, NANCY
HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORTH,
KONSLYNNIETTA HUTCHINSON, KATHERINE LIVING-
STON, BARBARA SHEFFER

*FEuropean Office: Lime Tree Farm, East Hag-
bourne, Berkshire, England. Telephone Didcot 3317

Advertising Staff

Director Production Manager -
EARL J. SCHERAGO ROSE MARIE ROMAGNOLO

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES

Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W, 42 St. (212-PE-
6-1858): ROBERT S. BUGBEE

Scotch Plains, N.J., 12 Unami Lane (201-889-
4873): C. RicHARD CALLIS : .

Medfield, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane (617-359-
2370): RicHARD M. EZEQUELLE

Chicago, 11, 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room
426 (312-DE-7-4973): HERBERT L. BURKLUND

Los Angeles 45, Calif.,, 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-
653-9817) : WINN NANCE

EDITORTIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa-
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C, 20005. Phone:
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington.
Copies of “Instructions for Contributors” can be
obtained from the editorial office. ADVERTISING
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W, 42 St,
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE 6-1858.

SCIENCE

Fifty-Year Members

The AAAS bylaws provide that “members who have paid dues for
fifty years may be excused from further payments and still retain all
the privileges of membership.” The Association has other provisions for
emeritus membership, but the Fifty-Year Members are a particularly
hardy group. Many of them are still active in teaching or research, and
their most usual reply to the announcement of their new status is an ex-
pression of surprise that 50 years have gone by. They are also a loyal
group. Occasionally a new Fifty-Year Member prefers to continue to
pay dues, and this year a check came from one who attained that status
over a decade ago; she said she thought it time to start paying dues again.

Effective 1 January, the Board of Directors has promoted 73 members
to fifty-year status, the largest class ever elected. Included were two
former AAAS presidents, Roger Adams and Paul B. Sears; nine members
of the National Academy of Sciences; and a number of others who have
made important contributions to science.

There is a special reason why this year’s class is so large. When they -
joined, the annual dues were only $3 a year, but there was also a $5
entrance fee (there is none now). Under these arrangements, 251 new
members came in at the beginning of 1917. But that year there was
also a special inducement: the entrance fee was waived for anyone who
joined AAAS within a year of first becoming a member of one of the
societies affiliated with AAAS. Then, as now, fledgling scientists were
encouraged by their elders to join both their specialty societies and the
general scientific society of the country, and approximately 5000 new
members of affiliated societies took advantage of the opportunity to save
the entrance fee.

On the days following Christmas of 1917, a number of these new mem-
bers were in New York for their first AAAS meeting. Some, including
K. K. Darrow and Harry Steenbock, presented papers. All found it a
big and varied program of scientific sessions, for meeting with the AAAS
were some 40 affiliated and other societies, including the astronomical,
physical, and mathematical societies, the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors, the American Psychological Association, the Auto-
mobile Club of America, the Federation of American Societies for Ex-
perimental Biology, Sigma Xi, the American Congress on Internal Medi-
cine, and the School Garden Association of America. All in all, the
secretary estimated, about 8000 persons attended the combined meetings,
of whom 2100 were registered for the AAAS sessions. The combined
meetings, the secretary boasted, constituted “the largest and most im-
portant gathering of scientific men hitherto held in this country or else-
where.” :

Anyone at that 1917 gathering who still attends AAAS meetings is
aware of many changes, and also of substantial continuity. In 1917, one
major symposium considered “the advisability of adopting the metric
standard of weights and measures in the United States,” and another
dealt with “cancer and its control.” The author of a paper on “biology
and internationalism” failed to appear because he was in Europe. The
press secretary reported that the paper that attracted the greatest amount
of press attention was one on birth control.

To the 73 hardy and loyal members who came into AAAS in the year
before that 1917 meeting, welcome to the Fifty-Year Club.

—DAEL WOLFLE



