
er-gatherer population units are neces- 
sarily small and geographically dis- 
persed; furthermore, these populations 
function (or have until recently) in 
relatively stable ecosystems. Vectors 
and infectious and parasitic agents of 
disease are also components of such 
systems. In the stable situation, trans- 
mission of autochthonous agents, es- 
pecially by ectoparasites, is sporadic 
and focal-the diseases are endemic. 
New human susceptibles, appearing on 
the scene infrequently as newborns or 
migrants, will die sporadically, or sur- 
vive as relative or absolute immunes. 
Epidemics undoubtedly occurred 
among the early hominids, as they do 
(rarely) among the modern hunter- 
gatherers and primates in undisturbed 
settings, but the majority of 'these 
epidemics must have been caused by 
agents transmitted by unspecialized, 
direct, respiratory and contaminative 
routes. Only agents of this kind can 
readily be introduced from outside 
into a stable ecosystem and a wholly 
susceptible population. Epidemics 
caused by vector-borne agents must 
have been rare, as is true among the 
modern primates and hunter-gather- 
ers; and within the vector-borne group, 
epidemics due to transmission by ecto- 
parasites must have been extremely 
rare. 
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Gerontocracy 

In Science (12 Aug. p. 723) it is 
reported, as it was too in the daily 
press, that the Fermi award for 1966 
will be shared by three veneralble nu- 
clear scientists. It is not to belittle the 
immense merit of these' scientists, but 
one cannot help being struck by the 
age of the happy laureates: respective- 
ly 87, 87, and 64, average: 79. I feel 
it is a pity to distribute such important 
awards to people already covered with 
honor, respect, and consideration when 
so many valuable young scientists await 
in vain any recognition of their ef- 
forts. I thought up to now that 
"gerontocracy" was the privilege of our 
old European civilizations. This event 
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Only SPECTROPHOR I can do 

routine Serum Protein Electrophoresis 
without staining, without counting pips 

Qualitative and quantitative determinations of 8 samples of serum pro- 
tein in 90 minutes or less ... and operator time is never more than 30 
minutes per run. You're assured more reliable results with far greater 
simplicity of procedure than you can get with any other system. Repeat- 
ability is within 2%. No staining. No difficult preparations. No pip 
counting or calculations necessary. 

Some Spectrophor I procedures can indicate albumen loss in wasting 
diseases, gamma globulin increase in hepatic conditions, disappearance 
in agammaglobulinemia. Diagnoses multiple myeloma. Separates 
hemoglobin for Sickle Cell disease and Hemoglobin F. LDH determina- 
tions diagnose and follow the course of treatment of a wide variety of 
clinical disorders... myocardial infarction, liver disease, etc. 

Write for Catalog 34-2138, Bausch & Lomb, 85635 Bausch Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 14602. 
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