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thors to deliver promised manuscripts 
in time for publication. The editor wise- 
ly chose incompleteness in preference 
to obsolescence, but, despite the omis- 
sion of the two late chapters, much of 
the material was clearly written nearly 
two years prior to the date of publica- 
tion. Many chapters contain no late- 
1964 or 1965 references at all. 

This volume contains some good chap- 
ters and one or two that are excellent. 
They deserve better company. The edi- 
tor notes in the preface that his work 
was carried out "in a period of hard- 
ship and calamity." Perhaps under im- 
proved circumstances succeeding vol- 
umes will be improved. 

The ready availability of this book 
in the laboratories and on the desks of 
those who work in the field is pre- 
cluded by its price. It will be largely 
confined to the shelves of reviewers 
and scientific libraries. Perhaps not all 
of the latter will find its acquisition a 
necessity; it cannot be considered a 
bargain. 
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Reflection Measurements 

There are all too many spectrosco- 
pists-particularly those working in the 
infrared region-who consider that the 
only way to record the spectrum of a 
material is to put it into solution and 
measure its transmission. For this 
group, as well as the analytical chem- 
ists who have samples that cannot be 
handled in the conventional manner, 
and for those interested in reflection 
measurements in general, Reflectance 
Spectroscopy [Interscience (Wiley), 
New York, 1966. 306 pp., illus. $12], 
by Wesley Wm. Wendlandt and Harry 
G. Hecht, will prove to be well worth 
studying. Included are fairly lengthy 
treatments of the theory of specular 
and diffuse reflectance, together with 
chapters on applications and instru- 
mentation, a discussion of internal- 
reflection spectroscopy, treatments of 
high-temperature and dynamic-reflec- 
tance spectroscopy, descriptions of col- 
or-measurement methods, and a section 
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tively small portions of the book are 
devoted to the infrared region. Much 
of the information pertaining to visible 
and ultraviolet wavelengths can be ex- 
trapolated into the infrared, however. 

Since the current trend in infrared 
analysis is more and more toward the 
examination of samples in situ by spec- 
ular reflection, internal reflection, and 
emission techniques, Reflectance Spec- 
troscopy will serve as a highly useful 
introduction to these new methods for 
the infrared spectroscopist. In addition, 
it provides a summary of classical re- 
flection procedures for those working 
in the visible and ultraviolet. 
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