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Solar Radio Astronomy 

Detection of radio waves from the 
sun was much sought after by radio 

pioneers, and, for a while in 1931, Karl 
Jansky postulated that his newly dis- 
covered "Cosmic Static" was of solar 
origin. Later, radio amateurs reported 
intense hissing sounds at the time of 
sudden interruptions of their communi- 
cations, and in 1942 a British radar 
network was jammed by bursts of solar 
noise. During 1942 and 1943 solar 
radio waves were systematically de- 
tected by G. C. Southworth with micro- 
wave equipment at the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories and in 1943 by Grote 
Reber, who had privately continued 
Jansky's original work on longer wave- 
lengths. 

The growth of radio astronomy im- 
mediately after World War II was ex- 
plosive, and the results are scattered in 
many places. The book, Solar Radio 

Astronomy [Interscience (Wiley), New 
York, 1965. xii + 660 pp., $19.75] 
by Mukul R. Kundu, is a review and 
co-ordination of the solar aspect of an 
extensive literature. The first two chap- 
ters, "Introduction" and "Optical fea- 
tures of the active sun," are short and 
appropriate. "Propagation and Genera- 
tion of Radio Waves in the Solar At- 
mosphere," a mathematical treatment 
of the properties of ionized gases, is 
the basis for discussing the observa- 
tional material, and it precedes "Tech- 
niques of solar radio observations," 
which places special emphasis on vari- 
ous types of solar interferometers. Ob- 
servations are then described and ana- 
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and another entitled "The slowly vary- 
ing component," which is closely asso- 
ciated with the appearance of sunspots, 
while there are six chapters on various 
burst types that are associated with 
sudden releases of solar energy. The 
relationship of solar radio emisison to 
the important solar x-ray and particle 
emissions, a major factor in the space 
environment of the earth, are described 
in two chapters. The last four chapters 
are "The active region and the flare 
event as a whole," "The irregular struc- 
ture of the outer corona," "Radar ob- 
servations of the sun," and "Satellite 
observations of solar bursts." 

The coverage of topics in 18 chap- 
ters is complete, and this is followed 
by an extensive list of references and 
a subject index. The treatment of the 
material is concise, with 352 illustra- 
tions carefully selected from a wide 
literature. The various classifications of 
the difficult type IV burst are well pre- 
sented. The shortness of the last chap- 
ter, on satellite observations, is disap- 
pointing but, at this time, understand- 
able. The discussion of solar radio as- 
tronomy proper is adequate and ac- 
counts for more than one half of the 
book (eight chapters). 

The unique radio telescope con- 
structed in the earth's surface at Are- 
cibo, by Cornell University, appears on 
the dust cover, and recalls the associa- 
tion of the author, Mukul R. Kundu, 
with Cornell before returning to his 
native land to pursue radio astronomy 
at the Tata Institute, Bombay. Kundu 
graduated from the University of Cal- 
cutta in 1947 with a B.Sc., and in 1951 
with an M.Sc. Initial solar studies were 
commenced in France under the direc- 
tion of J. F. Denisse and J. L. Stein- 
berg of the Observatory of Meudon. 
In 1957 the author obtained the Doc- 
teur es Science degree from the Uni- 
versity of Paris, and some time later 
was able to continue solar studies at 
the University of Michigan. It was 
there that a review of solar radio, as- 
tronomy was undertaken and the sub- 
sequent report was well received. It is 
now published with little change as the 
book under review. Appropriately, pub- 
lication occurs at the onset of a new 
cycle of solar activity when the need 
for a unified account of solar radio 
observations is great. The book is one 
of a kind and is highly recommended 
as a reference. 
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Community Health 

The prime social goal of medicine 
is the application of the maximum of 
scientific knowledge for the benefit of 
each person in an efficient, easily avail- 
able, and individualized manner. Opti- 
mal health is today, however, far more 
than the simple sum of the care given 
to individual patients. By definition, it 
includes specific attention to the prob- 
lems created by man's life in complex 
communities. 

The goals, methods, and potentiali- 
ties of a comprehensive approach to 
community health must be better 
known by public and health profes- 
sions. In no other way can informed 
decisions be made with respect to the 
many possible health goals open to 
an increasingly affluent local and world 
community. 

In Community Health: Its Needs 
and Resources (Basic Books, New 
York, 1966. 264 pp., $4.95), J. D. 
Porterfield has attempted an overview 
of the important field of public and 
community health. He has assembled 
20 lectures given by recognized au- 
thorities under the auspices of the Voice 
of America. The topics considered are 
the classical ones in public health-the 
control of communicable disease, ma- 
ternal and child health, vital statistics, 
nutrition, and the like. 

This assemblage of papers is a loose 
one, characterized by recitations of 
progress and accomplishments in 
a necessarily superficial manner. All of 
the essays are adequate for the purpose 
for which they were intended-the in- 
formation of our world neighbors on 
the state of this field in the United 
States-but none of them are partic- 
ularly sophisticated. All, by and large, 
eschew a confrontation with funda- 
mental problems. There is virtually no 
emphasis on the developments in the 
social, behavioral, and ecological sci- 
ences which condition any approach to 
the definition and solution of com- 
munity health problems. This is tra- 
ditional public health, updated to be 
sure, but not designed to engage the 
thoughtful general reader or the pro- 
fessional worker. 

Indeed, the problems that this book 
will encounter are finding an appro- 
priate audience and making the transi- 
tion from a series of radio talks to a 
coherent and stimulating book. For the 
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student and the expert, as the editor 
himself notes, the book is too super- 
ficial. For the educated layman or the 
professional who works in the field 
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