
ing works were ahead of their times 
and have come to be understood and 
appreciated only rather recently. Since 
most of Wiener's later work is pat- 
terned after these early papers, they 
provide a key to much of his work. As 
such, the volume under review is very 
useful indeed. 

Unfortunately, not much thought 
seems to have gone into the selection 
of some of the other papers. The note 
No. 9 is barely a page long, contains 
no references, and yet touches on the 
profound issues of entropy, information, 
Maxwell's demon, and light as a con- 
veyor of information as well as the 
bearing of this last aspect on photosyn- 
thesis, enzyme action, and related mat- 
ters. Obviously, what should have been 
included is Wiener's longer and more 
illuminating article on the same subject, 
which was published in Scientia (Sep- 
tember 1952), a journal that is much 
harder to procure than the American 
Mathematical Society publication from 
which the note is reprinted. One also 
wonders why paper No. 7 is included 
but not its natural and important sequel 
"The discrete chaos" [Amer. J. Math. 
65 (1943)], which Wiener wrote with 
A. Wintner.-In view of H. Furstenberg's 
recent work, the inclusion of Wiener 
and Wintner's paper "Harmonic analy- 
sis and ergodic theory" [Amer. J. Math. 
63 (1941)] would also have been use- 
ful. There is much interest today in the 
spectrum of -the flow of Brownian mo- 
tion, and on the explication of its "de- 
rivative," white noise. Wiener and E. J. 
Akutowicz published an interesting 
paper bearing on this question [Rend. 
Cir. Math. di Palermo 6, 1 (1957)], 
which is not as well known as it should 
be. This paper, which is hard to pro- 
cure, is not in the volume, but the 
volume does contain the rather dated 
paper No. 12, readily available in the 
Indiana Journal, the main result of 
which emerges easily from the general 
theory of isometric semigroups, as sub- 
sequent research has made clear [com- 
pare Acta Math. 107, 275 (1962)]. 

The 1M.I.T. Press has maintained an 
unfortunate practice by reproducing 
Wiener's writings without correcting 
misprints. It has added its own bit of 
noise: at page 116, four pages from 
the memoir No. 4 have been accident- 
ally omitted. Another unfortunate fea- 
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