
tities in the safest, best and easiest way." 
The finished product probably will cost 
about 25 cents a pound to produce in 
a commercial plant. The Bureau prod- 
uct is made from Atlantic hake shipped 
from Rhode Island and is approximate- 
ly 80 percent protein; the remaining 20 
percent consists largely of minerals 
which are considered beneficial. Marine 
biologists estimate that the unharvested 
fish in U.S. coastal waters alone, if con- 
verted into fish flour, would supply 
enough animal protein to supplement 
the deficient diets of about 1 billion 
people for 300 days at a cost of less 
than half a cent per person per day. 

A sustaining Academy committee acts 
to advise the Bureau on its work. The 
11-member committee includes repre- 
sentatives from the various disciplines 
and is chaired by Bernard Schweigert, 
chairman of the department of Food 
Science at Michigan State University. 
According to Pariser, the committee ad- 
vises the Bureau researchers on nutri- 
tional questions as well as biochemical 
and technical ones. 

Secretary Udall, in his petition to 
FDA, noted that the results of the re- 
search during the past 3 years have 
been reviewed by the Marine Protein 
Resource Development Committee of 
NAS. The Academy's report to Udall 
on 1 December 1965 said, "in the Com- 
mittee's judgment, fish protein concen- 
trate, from whole hake, as prepared 
by the Bureau's process, is safe, nu- 
tritious, wholesome, and fit for human 
consumption." 

When the President and other offi- 
cials in the administration single out 
for public notice a particular project 
from among the multitude of govern- 
ment programs, the likelihood of action 
being taken is strong. President John- 
son, in his speech of 10 February on 
the Food-for-Peace program, expressed 
concern about the problem of food for 
the world's growing population. The 
problem is not simply that of starvation 
but that of malnutrition, he said, and 
continued, "A promising start has al- 
ready been made in isolating protein 
sources from fish, which are in plentiful 
supply throughout the world." Secre- 
tary of State Dean Rusk similarly re- 
ferred to the protein problem soon 
afterward in testifying on the Food for 
Freedom Act. 

Perhaps one of the most helpful de- 
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flour is the congressional support that 
the program is receiving. Recognizing 
the political advantages of pushing the 
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project, congressmen are rallying to be 
among those whose districts will reap 
gains from the production of fish flour. 
When Senator Bartlett introduced his 
(and Senator Magnuson's) bill, he said, 
"In the last 2 years, the United States 
has taken the lead in developing on a 
small scale an acceptable fish protein 
concentrate. The next step is to prove 
its economic feasibility." Magnuson 
sent a letter to Health, Education, and 
Welfare Secretary John W. Gardner 
urging him to "expedite FDA ap- 
proval." 

Bills identical or similar to that of 
Bartlett and Magnuson have been in- 
troduced on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. They have been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries, which probably 
will wait for any Senate action before 
conducting its own hearings. Congress- 
man Don H. Clauson (R-Calif.) gave 
a hint of some of the pork to be found 
in the sea when he recommended that 
at least one of the proposed plants be 
located in his part of the state, which, 
he said, contains "more than half of 
all of California's commercial fishing 
vessels." Congressman Harris B. Mc- 
Dowell, Jr., (D-Del.) introduced a 
bill in the House on 30 March which 
is even more specific than the others. 
The bill is a slightly revised version 
of the Senate measure; in it he specifies 
that one of the experimental plants (his 
legislation calls for three) "shall be 
located in Lewes, Delaware." 

In the rush to obtain FDA approval 
for the Interior Department's marine 
protein concentrate, the question re- 
mains: What happens to the VioBin 
Corporation, which developed a fish 
protein product well over 15 years ago? 
In a Senate speech on 14 March Senator 
Paul Douglas (D-Ill.) lamented that, 
in applying for approval of Interior's 
product, one of his constituents, Vio- 
Bin president Ezra Levin, is being 
forgotten. Said Douglas, "It may well 
be that Mr. Levin's product is, in fact, 
superior to the Bureau of Fisheries' 
high protein concentrate because Mr. 
Levin's process is less expensive and 
uses a wider variety of fish. This is 
not a field which should be made a 
Government monopoly, although it may 
well be that Government production 
should continue for some time until 
the product is well established. But 
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fish flour affair, there is a belief that 
FDA will approve the Interior Depart- 
ment's product before very long. FDA 
has asked the Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries for more data on the process, 
which fact is taken to mean that the 
matter has a high priority at FDA. 

-JANE AYRES 

William H. Pierce Named To Head 

States' "Compact for Education" 

William H. Pierce, superintendent of 
schools in Cincinnati, Ohio, will be the 
first executive director of the Education 
Commission of the States, the working 
body of the recently established Com- 
pact for Education (Science, 3 Decem- 
ber 1965). Pierce was selected by a 
subcommittee of the commission's In- 
terim Steering Committee. Chairman of 
the subcommittee was Governor Robert 
E. McNair of South Carolina; other 
members were Rhode Island Governor 
John Chafee; Fred Harrington, presi- 
dent of the University of Wisconsin; 
James E. Allen, Jr., Commissioner of 
Education for the State of New York; 
and Richard P. Gousha, State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction for Dela- 
ware. 

The interstate Compact has evolved 
from an idea expressed by James B. 
Conant, former president of Harvard, 
in his book Shaping Educational Policy. 
Conant urged states to work together 
and exchange ideas in order to negate 
the charge that states neglect their re- 
sponsibilities in education. Former 
North Carolina Governor Terry San- 
ford, with grants from the Ford Foun- 
dation and the Carnegie Corporation, 
conducted a study at Duke University 
on ways to strengthen the role of the 
states. Final preparations to establish 
the Compact organization were under- 
taken by the steering committee in 
meetings last December. The Compact 
for Education became a legal entity 
after ten states had ratified the plan. 
The Compact now has 22 member 
states, and more states are expected to 
join by 13 June, when the commission 
holds its first official meeting. 

Temporary quarters of the commis- 
sion will be moved on 1 July from 
Duke to Cincinnati, where Pierce will 
continue his job as superintendent until 
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his replacement can be named. Pierce, 
53, has been with the Cincinnati school 
system since 1939 and has been super- 
intendent since 1959. 
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