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than by publishing only material on which recorm 
a consensus has been reached. Accordingly, bers 
all articles published in Science-including listen 
editorials, news and comment, and book 
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vidual views of the authors and not official Coi 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or follov 
the institutions with which the authors are Congi 
affiliated. budge budge 

involv 
Editorial Board usual 

ROBERT L. BOWMAN EVERETT I. MENDELSOHN charg( 
JOSEPH W. CHAMBERLAIN NEAL E. MILLER biased 
JOHN T. EDSALL JOHN R. PIERCE recon 
EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER 
ALEXANDER HOLLAENDER ALEXANDER RICH 
WILLARD F. LIBBY DEWITT STETTEN, JR. examl 
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD EDWARD L. TATUM are o 

CLARENCE M. ZENER propo propo 
and tP 

Editorial Staff i;1-, 

11 February 1966, Volume 151, Number 3711 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Lett 

Science serves its readers as a forum for Coi 
the presentation and discussion of impor- public 
tant issues related to the advancement of with 
science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather exam] 
than by publishing only material on which recorm 
a consensus has been reached. Accordingly, bers 
all articles published in Science-including listen 
editorials, news and comment, and book 
reviews-are signed and reflect the indi- 
vidual views of the authors and not official Coi 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or follov 
the institutions with which the authors are Congi 
affiliated. budge budge 

involv 
Editorial Board usual 

ROBERT L. BOWMAN EVERETT I. MENDELSOHN charg( 
JOSEPH W. CHAMBERLAIN NEAL E. MILLER biased 
JOHN T. EDSALL JOHN R. PIERCE recon 
EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER 
ALEXANDER HOLLAENDER ALEXANDER RICH 
WILLARD F. LIBBY DEWITT STETTEN, JR. examl 
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD EDWARD L. TATUM are o 

CLARENCE M. ZENER propo propo 
and tP 

Editorial Staff i;1-, 

Publisher 
DAEL WOLFLE 
Publisher 
DAEL WOLFLE 

Editor 
PHILIP H. ABELSON 

Business Manager 
HANS NUSSBAUM 

Editor 
PHILIP H. ABELSON 

Business Manager 
HANS NUSSBAUM 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. 
RINGLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN 

News and Comment: DANIEL S. GREENBERG, 
JOHN WALSH, ELINOR LANGER, LUTHER J. CARTER, 
MARION ZEIGER, JANE AYRES 

Europe: VICTOR K. MCELHENY, Flat 3, 18 Ken- 
sington Court Place, London, W.8, England 
(Western 5360) 

Book Reviews: SARAH S. DEES 

Editorial Assistants: ISABELLA BOULDIN, ELEA- 
NORE BUTZ, BEN CARLIN, SYLVIA EBERHART, GRAYCE 
FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, 
ANNE HOLDSWORTH, ELLEN KOLANSKY, KATHERINE 
LIVINGSTON, BARBARA SHEFFER 

Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO RAYMONDE SALAMA 

Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W. 42 St. (212-PE- 
6-1858): RICHARD L. CHARLES, ROBERT S. BUGBEE 

Scotch Plains, N.J., 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4873): C. RICHARD CALLIS 

Chicago, Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 
426 (312-DE-7-4973): HERBERT L. BURKLUND 

Los Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213- 
653-9817): WINN NANCE 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. ADVERTISING 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE 6-1858. 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. 
RINGLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN 

News and Comment: DANIEL S. GREENBERG, 
JOHN WALSH, ELINOR LANGER, LUTHER J. CARTER, 
MARION ZEIGER, JANE AYRES 

Europe: VICTOR K. MCELHENY, Flat 3, 18 Ken- 
sington Court Place, London, W.8, England 
(Western 5360) 

Book Reviews: SARAH S. DEES 

Editorial Assistants: ISABELLA BOULDIN, ELEA- 
NORE BUTZ, BEN CARLIN, SYLVIA EBERHART, GRAYCE 
FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, 
ANNE HOLDSWORTH, ELLEN KOLANSKY, KATHERINE 
LIVINGSTON, BARBARA SHEFFER 

Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO RAYMONDE SALAMA 

Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W. 42 St. (212-PE- 
6-1858): RICHARD L. CHARLES, ROBERT S. BUGBEE 

Scotch Plains, N.J., 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4873): C. RICHARD CALLIS 

Chicago, Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 
426 (312-DE-7-4973): HERBERT L. BURKLUND 

Los Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213- 
653-9817): WINN NANCE 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. ADVERTISING 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE 6-1858. 

SCrI1E~NCE SCrI1E~NCE 

:ers to Congressmen 

ngressmen have well-established methods for learning both the 
c reaction and the attitudes of specially interested groups on matters 
which Congress and the nation have had long experience-for 
ple, taxes, public works, and foreign affairs. They receive the 
imendations of the Executive Branch and the advice of staff mem- 
and other trusted counsel.ors; they are waylaid by lobbyists; they 
to witnesses at committee hearings; and they read newspapers and 
aily mail. 
nmmunication with Congress on scientific and technical issues must 
v established patterns, for the legislative process is the same whether 
ress is considering a new dam or a new accelerator, the Post Office 
:t or the budget of the Atomic Energy Commission. Thus on issues 
ring science and technology Congress gets advice through all the 
means. All, however, have their shortcomings. Sometimes, it is 

ed, the selection of witnesses to appear at committee hearings is 
1. Congress always wants an independent appraisal of Executive 
Imendations. Lobbysts, almost by definition, are special pleaders. 
nail may give a distorted representation of informed judgment. For 
ple, antivivisectionists and persons who believe that research animals 
ften mistreated have written many letters in support of current 
sals to establish federal controls over the use of animals in research 
eaching, but there have been few letters about these proposals from 
Yists and medical researchers. 
igressmen are aware of these difficulties and recognize the need 
wide basis of advice. In order to have a source of information that 
ependent of the Executive Branch, Congress established the Science 
y Research Division of the Library of Congress. To supplement its 
resources, Congress sometimes asks the National Academy of 

ces or other scientific bodies for advice or special studies. But the 
ty of letters from scientists on matters about which they are con- 
i and well informed often puzzles congressmen; they ask, "Why 
we hear from the scientists on this? Aren't they interested?" 
t worth while to write a letter to a congressman? Not always. The 
may go to a congressman who is not interested, or it may farrive 
me when there is nothing he can do about it, or it may be forgotten 

welter of other mail and other business. Congressmen get junk 
requests for favors, and much other mail that is not germane to 
ng legislation. Sometimes they are flooded by letters so nearly 
cal as to be the obvious result of an organized campaign. 
igressmen get few letters, however, that present a carefully reasoned 
sis of why a decision one way or the other would be desirable. The 
of such letters makes them stand out from the pile of other 

pondence. Letters of this kind are particularly likely to be in- 
al if they come from someone the congressman knows, or come 
in introduction by a mutual acquaintance; if they come at the 'time 
tion is being drafted, hearings are being held, or a vote is pending; 
hey go to a congressman who is serving on the appropriate commit- 
who has shown a personal interest in the matter at issue. 

-re can be no guarantee that every letter will result in the desired 
. Nevertheless, it is worth while for one who has well-formulated 
which he can explain clearly to write to appropriate members of 
ess. This is a recognized channel of communication that congress- 
understand and use. At the lowest level, the volume of mail is 
reted as a measure of interest. At a higher level, the thoughtful, 
t analysis of an issue may help to achieve a sound decision. 

-DAEL WOLFLE 
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