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zona." The proposed act defined athe- 
ism as the "teaching of any theory 
that denies the existence of God and 
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Lisonbee's accounts should be known 
to students of the history of the anti- 
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own reaction to the episode was not 
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really vigorous opposition from local 
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personnel being used as guinea pigs. while pursuing their study of radium 
Interpretation of results in the range in the famous tin shed. 
of permissible exposures for industrial Although Pierre had, in 1900, been 
situations is a problem for medical re- appointed to a chair in the Univer- 
search. It is not a matter for inquiry sity of Paris, it was the inferior one 
at the applied level. Reliable clinical of teaching physics to medical stu- 
evidence of disturbance of the blood dents. Further, no laboratory facilities 
should indicate a gross and long-stand- were provided. At last, in 1904, the 
ing failure of control and monitoring, Ministry of Education created a pro- 
which would not occur in properly fessorship for him in the Sorbonne, 
managed industrial situations. Blood though a proper laboratory never ma- 
testing should be reserved for those terialized in his lifetime. Also, by 1905, 
few situations where the radiation en- the Academie des Sciences found it 
vironment cannot be anticipated or con- embarrassing not to have his member- 
trolled and the expected dose rate is ship-an honor never accorded Marie. 
high enough to produce clinically re- But on 19 April 1906, shortly be- 
liable effects.... fore his 47th birthday, Pierre lost his 

W. L. ORR life beneath the wheels of a wagon. 
CFPO 5052, Metz, France As his daughter wrote, "Death is quick- 

er than public officials to claim great 
men." 

The foregoing is the story presented 
New Sciences: French Indifference in such accounts as Marie Curie's bi- 

ography of her husband (1923) and 
An interesting parallel may be drawn Eve Curie's biography of her mother 

to Victor McElheny's report from (1937). While it is essentially correct, 
Paris concerning the difficulties of the one may point to various honors Pierre 
three French 1965 Nobel laureates in did receive, the fact that his graduate 
gaining recognition and support from work was done at the Sorbonne, and 
their government and educational in- question whether his contemporaries 
stitutions (19 Nov. 1965, p. 1013). had it any easier. The significant com- 
Over 60 years ago, Pierre Curie en- parison with the 1965 Nobel laureates, 
countered similar indifference from this therefore, is not the personal difficul- 
"Establishment" consisting of the Min- ties in a man's life, for which there 

istry of Education and prestige univer- may be unique causes, but the ap- 
sities. Because he had not attended parent circumstance that France has 
one of the Paris schools as an under- not profited from the past and has 

graduate, Curie lacked the support of remained consistently unsympathetic to 
the most distinguished or influential new lines of research. 

professors, who advanced the candi- LAWRENCE BADASH 
dacies of their own students whenever Department of History of Science and 
a chair of physics became vacant. Be- Medicine, Yale University, 
cause Curie was shy and modest, New Haven, Connecticut 
and found distasteful the tradition of 
personal calls upon the. members of the 
Academie des Sciences by the nomi- 
nees, he failed election to this body. A Truly Remarkable Fly 

France, however, finally was forced 
to recognize merit rather than social Coincidences associated with so rare 

poise or connections. Though his early a phenomenon as ball lightning tend 
work on piezoelectricity, crystallogra- to be interesting but not significant. 
phy, and magnetic properties at dif- A case which has recently come to my 
ferent temperatures showed his quality attention would seem to follow this 
and gave him eponymic fame, it was rule. 
his research on radioactivity that On 25 August 1965, I was editing 
brought Curie the 1903 Nobel Prize an article entitled "Soviet research on 
in physics, which he shared with his ball lightning" prepared by Arsen 
wife Marie and with Becquerel. Re- Iwanovsky of this division for publica- 
peated offers from officialdom of dec- tion in the September issue of the 
orations consistently were rejected. Foreign Science Bulletin. We discussed 
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