in Psalm 90:9 alpha parallels shanenu
(“our years”) in beta. Kal . . . panu
(“all . . . we have faced”) parallels
kilinu (“we end”) in beta. This leaves
us b’ebrascha (“thy wrath”) demand-
ing a matching term. K’mo hegeh (“as
in a sigh”) is given.

The spider appears but twice in the
Hebrew Bible: Job 8:14—“And the
web of the spider is his trust,” and
Isaiah 59:5—*“And they shall weave a
spider’s web.” The Hebrew for spider
is akkabis; for web, kur.

How did Smith and his disciple Allen
get entangled in spinneret silk? Whence
the “cobweb?” They somehow extract
it from the phrase k’mo hegeh (“as in
a sigh”). Some translators render the
two words, “as a tale that is told.” The
noun hegeh derives from the verb
hagah, meaning to point, to pierce, to
reason, argue, pronounce, recite, spell,
murmur a charm. Hegeh, the noun, is
found three times in the Old Testament:
our Psalm 90:9; Job 37:2—“And the
sound that goeth out of His mouth”;
and Ezekiel 2:10—“And there was
written therein lamentations, and moan-
ing, and woe.” There is neither spider
nor web associated with hegeh in these
verses.

Smith knew post-Biblical Hebrew lit-
erature (Talmud and Midrash), where-
in the spider symbolizes bad luck. In
the Babylonian Talmud, for example,
we find, “The evil inclination is at first
like the thread of a spider. . . .” The
evil inclination is the fuel kindling
God’s wrath. Thus Smith rounds out
the parallelism in concept, forging a
gossamer link between hegeh and “cob-
web.” Allen must have reasoned: where
there is a web there must be a spider.

ELy E. PILCHIK
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun,
457 South Centre Street,
South Orange, New Jersey 07079

Erratum: Wrong Man

In my letter in the issue of 24 De-
cember (“Looking ahead,” p. 1667),
I erroneously made Klement Gottwald,
instead of Walter Ulbricht, the protag-
onist of “a story popular in Germany
(East and West) during the 1950’s.”
I am indebted to Kéiroly Balogh for
reminding me that Gottwald was Ul-
bricht’s Czech counterpart.

F. C. DYER
4509 Cumberland Avenue,
Chevy Chase, Maryland
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Old Reln

The newest, most versatile version of this famous fraction collector, cur-
rently serving scientists in more than a thousand laboratories all over the world
is now available for immediate delivery direct to you from Canalco’s plant in
Rockville, Maryland.

Wth the Canalco 1205 Fraction Collector, you can have accurate volumetri¢
siphoning (2, 5, 10 or 20 ml fractions), timed flow (18 seconds to 2 hours) and drop
counting (1 to 400 drops). Interchangeable turntables hold either 150 or 240 test
tubes to collect fractions up to either 5 or 20 ml.

Canalcos own factory-tramed technical representatives stand ready to
assist in installation and guide you in operation at no extra cost. Canalco thus gives
you double assurance of the same dependable, trouble-free performance on which
this collector has built its unsurpassed reputation for quality and reliability. A
two-year warranty provides added protection,

For sample collection ‘plus flow analysis, . B
the Canalco 1205 makes an integrated system 1
with Canalco’s Wide-Track 85 Ultraviolet Flow
Monitor. Available in three models—all with true
ratio recorders whose charts are as wide as this
full three-column page—the Wide-Tracks give
more sensitive detection of both proteins and
nucleotides, and cost less, than any other flow
analyzers. Options include automatic scale ex-
pansion, automatic baseline compensation, exten-
sion cables for cold-room use and choice of
cuvette pathlengths. When ordered together, the
Canalco 1205 and Wide-Track come with inter-
connecting cable for the Wide-Track's event
marker pen.

Contact Canalco direct for full details on the Canalco 1205 Frac-
£ tion Collector and Wide-Track Flow Monitor. Write or telephone:

CANAL INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION

C O 5635 Fisher Lane, Dept. -1
Rockville, Maryland 20852 / (301) 427-1515

7 Sales and Service Offices in « Boston ¢ Houston e New York e
H Seattle » Chicago ¢ Los Angeles ¢ Pittsburgh ¢ Washington, D.C.
Cincinnati ¢« Memphis ¢ Cleveland ¢ Minneapolis * San Francisco
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