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ABM deployment would be regarded 
by ACDA officials as an unfavorable 
development, but they do not argue that 
arms control should be the overriding 
consideration in deciding whether the 
system should be used. The Army has 
kept the ACDA informed as to the 
state of ABM technology and as to the 
various alternative schemes for deploy- 
ment. In Betts's view, it is inevitable, 
for reasons of arms control as well as 
for other reasons, that initial deploy- 
ment of the ABM should be "thin"-a 
massive deployment would be grossly 
incompatible with the U.S. negotiating 
position at Geneva. 

A major policy question that would 
be raised by deployment is how the 
United States' NATO allies would react. 
Would they regard the deployment as a 
sign that the U.S. was withdrawing to 
a "Fortress America"? Or would they 
take it as new evidence that the U.S. 
was willing to meet its commitments 
for the defense of Europe, even at the 
risk of 'a nuclear exchange? 

Moreover, the Europeans live under 
the threat of large medium-range Soviet 
missile forces and might want the ABM 
for themselves. If the U.S. shares the 
ABM with its allies, how will the com- 
mand and control arrangements be 
worked out? The nuclear warheads for 
a defensive system on instant alert can- 
not be put in the custody of U.S. 
soldiers, as is the case with tactical 
weapons such as the Sergeant missile. 
These are all questions which remain to 
be answered. 

Some people fear that the ABM and 
the associated fallout-shelter program 
would generate internal political pres- 
sures inimical to proposals for reduc- 
tions in strategic weapons. The results 
of a sample, survey of public opinion 
conducted last year by the General 
Electric Company's Tempo division 
suggest that most people know little 
about the defense establishment and its 
capabilities and limitations. For exam- 
ple, two-thirds of the some 1400 re- 
spondents thought the U.S. already had 
an antimissile defense. 

The study, jointly sponsored by the 
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search Projects Agency and Office of 
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their city were not protected by ABM's, 
they would move to a defended city. 
(A tenth of the respondents said they 
would move away from a defended 
city, however.) This suggests that, once 
an ABM system was deployed, the pub- 
lic might be unwilling to see it disman- 
tled, even though such a step were nec- 
essary to carry-through an agreement 
on reduction of strategic armaments. 

Unless the Soviets undertake what 
appears to the U.S. to be a large-scale 
deployment of an ABM, the Johnson 
administration is probably unlikely to 
come under heavy political pressure to 
deploy the system. The ABM has had 
its champions on Capitol Hill and will 
continue to have them. They may, in 
view of the Chinese threat, step up their 
demands for deployment. But experi- 
ence has shown that such demands 
arouse little interest in the body politic. 

The administration has been able to 
think calmly about the ABM. But no 
amount of study and analysis will 
answer the question of deployment, 
which must rest more on judgment and 
intuition than on known facts. 

-LUTHER J. CARTER 

MIT Appoints New President 

Howard W. Johnson will succeed 
Julius A. Stratton as president of Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology, ef- 
fective 1 July. 

Johnson, 43, is a graduate of Central 
College, Chicago, and of the University 
of Chicago. He has been on the M.I.T. 
faculty since 1955 and professor and 
dean of the Sloan School of Manage- 
ment at the institute since 1959. 

Stratton, who will reach the manda- 
tory retirement age of 65 in May, will 
continue as president until the end of 
the school year. His appointment as 
chairman of the board of trustees of 
the Ford Foundation was announced 
last month. He is to assume that post 
as of January 1. 

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards 

Two postdoctoral research fellow- 
ships in biomedical sciences are being 
sponsored by the Swedish Medical Re- 
search Council. They will provide 12 
months of work in basic or clinical 
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son, Office of International Research, 
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esda, Maryland 20014) 
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be carried out at the universities of 
Oslo and Bergen, the Technical Univer- 
sity of Norway, Trondheim, or at ap- 
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for each dependent child. Deadline: 1 
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for Scientific and Industrial Research, 
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