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Sales Engineer or write for the 
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some of tainer of water into which he plunged 

I a touch a cloth or one of those rough-surfaced 
following bug-removal sponges, sometimes im- 

mersing his arm to the elbow in the 
dirty, debris-laden water. . . . Having 
viewed this procedure for the past sev- 
eral summers, I have begun to wonder 

:iate a whether some of those splattered 
winged creatures have carried viruses, 
bacteria, or other microorganisms 
which are, or could be, pathogenic to 
man. One might argue that the high 
speeds of the car, and sunlight beat- 
ing on the windshield, would inacti- 
vate any virus, etc., that happened to 
arrive there via its unfortunate vector. 
But a pathogen might well be resistant 
to such desiccation and heat, and 
moreover one might drive into a sta- 

ss._..__. tion immediately after obliterating its 
vector so that these physical effects 
would not have had time to come into 

play. Moreover, continual use of the 
same water, car after car, could easily 
lead to some sort of concentration of 

to print agents. 
n address I submit that if any such danger 
his name does exist, it exists on a very large 

can be scale. How many millions of bug- 
envelope encrusted windshields are washed daily, 

ib should especially in the summer vacation 
tting and months? Think of what must be scores 
therefore of thousands of people washing wind- 
sake of shields, hundreds (thousands?) of 

hould be times daily-people who, I suggest, 
ie stamp. have many lesions on their hands and 
Hammer arms as a result 'of their activities 

r Imrnun- around machinery. Are these people 
also) has exposing themselves to infectious dis- 
're elabo- eases through their occupation? ... Do 
stub can we know enough to dismiss this con- 
forations. cern out of hand? 
houghtful JOHN I. PAYNE 

Department of Bacteriology, 
L HIRATA University of Alberta, Edmonton 
'tment, 

Narrow Escape 

Having almost succumbed to the 
I? siren song of mathematics, I appreciate 

Donald R. Weidman's letter, "Emo- 
om a va- tional perils of mathematics" (3 Sept., 
es during p. 1048). I wonder how many of the 
thousand people who now proselytize for mathe- 
mes each matics in search of the next Gauss give 
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