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rnational Technical Assistance 

more immediate technical and scientific need of the developing 
ries is not for knowledge that lies close to the scientific frontiers, 
Ir technical information to meet their own particular needs. Caryl 
skins has described the problem (Foreign Affairs, January 1962) 
e "of discovery, of sensible and sensitive selection, and, above all, 
iptation to the peculiar and individual requirements of each nation, 
:, and region." 
e effort to meet these needs is being made by Volunteers for 
ational Technical Assistance (VITA), a nonprofit organization 
I in 1959 by Robert Walker and 13 colleagues from the General 
ic Company and Union College in Schenectady. VITA now has 
active chapters, over 1000 members, and an advisory committee 
ncludes Harvey Brooks, Harrison Brown, Owen Chamberlain, 
r Cisler, Augustus Kinzel, Frederick Seitz, and others. VITA's 
tm is one of immediate, practical action to solve locally perceived 
ms that are submitted by members of the Peace Corps, other 
:itizens on overseas assignments, the United Nations, and foreign 
luals and organizations. Over 1100 requests have been received, 
ie current rate is about 50 a month. Examples cover a wide range 
ave included requests for nutritional analyses of foods indigenous 
os; advice on the methods of canning orange and lemon juice that 
reserve vitamin content; instructions on building a rugged and in- 
sive cement mixer, a high-flow pump for irrigation, a flashlight- 
ed slide projector, a simple gristmill, and a poultry incubator; 
nethods of rodent control. VITA members wrote the Village 
ology Handbook, which is widely used by AID technicians and 
Corpsmen. Perhaps the biggest success was the development of a 
and effective solar cooker, built on Fresnel lines, that costs less 

$3 and that can be constructed by an unskilled worker. 
h a rapidly growing number of requests coming from over the 
,more money and more members are needed. As a spontaneous 
on of industrial scientists and engineers, VITA is looking primarily 
industrial and business community for the $1'00,000 that it needs 

ear, and it is well on its way to achieving this goal. VITA also 
more members who are interested in devoting part of their skill 

pare time to helping with the myriad problems of agriculture, 
uction, health, nutrition, education, and communication that beset 
on which is trying to move rapidly ahead but which lacks an 
ive technological background of its own. Contributions and offers 
p will be welcome at VITA headquarters, 230 State Street, Sche- 
ly, New York 12305. 
the long run, probably nothing is so important to the emerging 
s as an increase in yield per acre, for most of them are still 
lly agricultural nations and most of them lie in the comparatively 
ile tropic regions. Research and demonstration programs to im- 
farm products and to train agricultural workers, of the kind 

-red in Latin America by the Rockefeller Foundation, or institu- 
of the kind exemplified by the Rice Institute in the Philippines 
)rovide the best long-range hope. Such ventures are essential, but 
require substantial financing and extended time. For immediate 
ness, and on a scale that encourages individual effort, VITA has 
istrated the effectiveness of another method of aiding developing 
ries to solve some of their technical problems.-DAEL WOLFLE 
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