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are good at, and interested in, extra- 
curricular activities of this caliber 
may very well develop into first-rate 
research mathematicians. The kernel 
of the process is the presentation of 
a problem with a limited amount of 
information so that an elementary solu- 
tion is possible but not immediately 
apparent. Its solution affords the thrill 
of discovery and the glow of self con- 
fidence. 

L. E. WHYBURN 

School of General Studies, 
University of Virginia, Madison 

Legislative Components 

The Lawmakers: Recruitment and 
Adaptation to Legislative Life. James 
David Barber. Yale University Press, 
New Haven, Conn., 1965. xiv + 314 
pp. $7.50. 

The literature of political science in 
the United States abounds in finely 
honed analytical exercises. The Law- 
makers is one of these. 

The author, James David Barber, 
assistant professor of political science 
at Yale University, establishes a typol- 
ogy of legislators. It is based primarily, 
he tells us in his preface, on "twenty- 
seven long private interviews, tape- 
recorded with the subjects' consent, 
with legislators serving their first ses- 
sion in the Connecticut House of Rep- 
resentatives." From the 27 interviews, 
the author culled 12. These, in turn, 
furnished three examples of each of 
four legislative types-"spectators, ad- 
vertisers, [and] reluctants and lawmak- 
ers." 

The Spectator-type, according to 
Barber, is a small-town, middle-aged 
individual, often a woman, with lim- 
ited skills, restricted ambitions, and 
modest achievements, whose easy good- 
nature serves to dampen tensions. Often 
he (or she) belongs to the minor- 
ity party in localities where political 
survival is sought by simply filling 
the ballot. The legislature is "an aw- 
fully good diversion," one Spectator- 
type is quoted as saying. 

The Advertiser qua legislator, on the 
other hand, is portrayed as a young 
person of some social and economic 
substance, who by much hurrying 
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seeks to attain power and security. This 
self-salesman's chief stock in trade is 
"personality politics." 

The Reluctant is akin to Winnie-the- 
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