
physical and chemical properties of 
uranium and its compounds through 
descriptions of the various uranium 
minerals, major deposits, concentrating 
techniques, and flowsheets to analyses 
of the uranium refining processes used 
in France, England, Belgium, and the 
United States. A short chapter deals 
with the radiology and toxicology of 
the concentrates and compounds. De- 
tailed treatment of such a broad area 
in 200 pages requires the use of terse 
and in some cases cryptic phrases, but 
this does not detract from the impor- 
tance or usefulness of the monograph. 

The volume was published in the 
U.S.S.R. in 1960, and papers published 
in 1958 are cited. Thus, much of the 
information about production is out of 
date. However, the completeness and 
accuracy of the work, compared with 
the material published in English up to 
that time, is very good in most areas, 
particularly with respect to occurrences, 
properties, and reactions pertaining to 

production techniques. 
The material is well referenced; there 

are 261 specific literature citations of 
which more than half appear to be 
available in English. However the refer- 
ences to production and refining tech- 
nology in the United States do not cov- 
er the field. Careful study of the book 
does not reveal definitive statements 
about the processing techniques actu- 
ally used in the Soviet Union, although 
some deduction may be made. 

This little volume is a welcome addi- 
tion to a field in which only a modest 
effort has been made to collect this 
type of information and present it syste- 
matically. 

RICHARD M. EDWARDS 
Department of Chemical Engineering, 
University of Arizona 

Note 

Ornithology 

The increasing interest of amateur 
bird observers in the biology of the 
creatures they find so absorbing to 
watch has created a need for non- 
technical, compact, convenient books 
that will provide the kind of informa- 
tion bird watchers desire. Wesley Lan- 
yon's little volume, Biology of Birds 
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such readers a good general picture of 
what is known about birds as living 
organisms and of their evolution, mi- 

grations, breeding habits, and structural 
adaptations for flying. 

In keeping with its intended cover- 
age, this book does not follow the ap- 
proach of, and contains none of the 
material found in, the usual identifica- 
tion manuals-no color plates and no 
regional or local emphasis. A rapid 
perusal of the contents leads me to 
conclude that the author has succeeded 
in presenting a large amount of inter- 
esting information in readily assimilable 
fashion. Like any simplified account, 
the text will often leave more advanced 
readers with the wish that restrictions 
on space were less rigid and that a little 
more qualifying discussion were possi- 
ble. 

HERBERT FRIEDMANN 
Los Angeles County Museum, 
Los Angeles, California 
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