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Equally interesting are the subse- 
quent chapters devoted to the stream- 
lining of cars and trains, to the in- 
dustrial use of moving air, and, of 
course, to the airplane. Here the narra- 
tive follows the historical acceleration 
from low speeds through subsonic, 
transonic, and supersonic to hypersonic 
flight. It culminates in the aerodynamics 
of space, including not only guided 
missiles and re-entry vehicles but also 
the small molten marbles called tektites 
whose extraterrestrial origin is being so 
hotly disputed by the experts. Treat- 
ment of such fashionable subjects as 
radiation and magnetohydrodynamics 
makes this a thoroughly modern survey 
of the science of air in motion. 

The author is less successful in his 
first four chapters, where he attempts 
a brief summary, in simple terms, of 
all of aerodynamic theory. The special- 
ist would quibble with many details: 
for example, Figure 5 is almost a 
"what's wrong with this picture?" puz- 
zle. The nonspecialist-to whom the 
book is addressed-will be discouraged 
by a proliferation of mathematical for- 
mulas which call for a knowledge of 
partial differentiation and vector analy- 
sis and which could have been avoided 
with a bit more ingenuity. 

MILTON VAN DYKE 

Department of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, Stanford University 
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New York, 1963. 1189 pp. $20], ed- 
ited by J. B. Phillips and F. C. Nachod, 
covers spectral data published during 
1958 and 1959. The text, -which is 
similar to that of the earlier volumes 
in the series, is a comprehensive com- 
pilation of the data on electronic 
spectra of organic compounds reported 
in some 90 journals. Metallic salts and 
complexes are included. The data con- 
sist of listings of the wavelengths of 
all reported absorption maxima, to- 
gether with logarithms of molar ab- 
sorptivities at these maxima for each 
compound listed. Compounds are cata- 
loged by molecular formula in a man- 
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volumes, includes about 18,000 list- 
ings. The printing is satisfactory. This 
series continues to be the most compre- 
hensive available listing of electronic 
spectra. 
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