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American birds have been published 
that another set no longer fills an acute 
need. In some instances the color used 
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of books which contain a collection of 
review articles, treating selected topics 
of organic synthetic procedures; the 
first volume appeared in German in 
1944 (the English edition in 1949) and 
was very well received. This volume, 
like the first one, is written in the vein 
of Organic Reactions but is less ex- 
haustive than the latter. 

The translation is generally well 
executed, with the exception of the 
first part of the chapter on reduction 
with complex hydrides, which reads 

awkwardly. The implication that the 
book presents an up-to-date review 
of the latest developments in the field 
is somewhat misleading, for the original 
articles on which the volume is based 
were published in Angewandte Chemie 
more than 5 years ago and the Ger- 
man edition, published in 1960, was 

brought up-to-date as of 1959. The 
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The following subjects are discussed: 
(0) syntheses: with acetoacetaldehyde, 
with ethyl 2-cyclopentanonecarboxy- 
late, and with ketene; (ii) preparations: 
of peptides and ureas from reactive 
amides, of long chain carboxylic acids 
from 1,3-cyclohexanediones, of phos- 
phines and their analytical importance, 
of intermediates of carbohydrate metab- 
olism, and of phenylsodium. Further- 
more, there are chapters on the re- 
duction of carbonyl compounds with 

complex hydrides, alkylation of aro- 
matic amines, amidomethylation, oxi- 
dations with noble metal catalysts, al- 

kylation of phenols with alkenes, and 
oxidations with lead tetraacetate. All 

chapters, except the one on hydride 
reductions, contain useful examples of 

experimental procedures. 
A notable feature is the inclusion 

of an author index in the English 
edition. On the other hand, the group- 
ing of references at the end of each 

chapter (and the repetition of some 

references) is regrettable, for research 
chemists usually prefer to have the 
citation of references placed at the 
bottom of each page. 

The book will be useful as a refer- 
ence source to the English-speaking 
chemist who is searching for basic 

preparative information on the sub- 

jects treated. 
ALFRED HASSNER 

Department of Chemistry, 
University of Colorado 

Notes 

Radioecology (Reinhold, New York, 
1963. 766 pp. Illus. $16.50), edited by 
Vincent Shultz and Alfred W. Klem- 

ent, Jr., and published for the Ameri- 

can Institute of Biological Sciences, 
contains 86 papers, many of them by 
several authors, and two useful bibli- 

ographies, one on terrestrial and fresh- 

water radioecology, the other on ma- 

rine and aquatic radioecology. The 

material, which is the proceedings of a 

symposium held in September 1961, 
has been reproduced in a quick and 

functional way (without indexing, 
however), to make the information 
available as soon as possible. The prob- 
lems presented in this work may best 

be summarized in the words of E. P. 
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