
and 7d. The first is a superficial discus- 
sion of methodology in general and of 
the homopolysaccharides in particular. 
No references are given in the text, al- 
though a bibliography appears at the 
end. The latter chapter is replete with 
literature references, and great detail is 
given with respect to the properties and 
structures of the substances involved. 
For another example, one can refer to 
the unreasonable amount of space de- 
voted to the ascorbic acids in chapter 
1 (10 pages) and the completely inade- 
quate treatment of the cyclitols in 
chapter 8 (6 pages). 

One has to conclude that the con- 
tributors to this volume did not have 
a common goal in mind, and that the 
editors did not succeed in imposing 
one. As one might expect of a 327- 
page book that sells for $14.50, it has 
a slick, professional appearance. It 
will serve quite well to fill the gap be- 
tween volumes 4 and 6 in this series. 

C. E. BALLOU 
Department of Biochemistry, 
University of California, Berkeley 
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Sertum Anglicum (Facsimile with 
critical studies). Charles-Louis 
L'Heritier de Brutelle. George H. 
M. Lawrence, Ed. Hunt Botanical 
Library, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1963. xcviii 
+ 37 + xi pp. $10. 

L'Heritier is not well known even 
among botanists, undoubtedly because 
of the scarcity of his works, but this 
may be altered by this facsimile print- 
ing of 2000 copies of his Sertum 
Anglicum, which had been known only 
from 35 complete copies. Ironically, 
Redout6, whose career as botanical 
artist was set off by L'Heritier, graces 
bedrooms today wherever House and 
Garden awaits the reader on the porch. 
Sertum Anglicum is a "wreath" of 125 
plants, mostly seen by L'Heritier in 
English stoves and gardens when he 
visited Banks and his coterie during 
1786 and 1787. He had planned a 
prodrome toward a Peru-Chilean flora, 
based on Joseph Dombey's collections. 
He did not complete the prodrome, but 
Dombey's discoveries constituted one of 
the nine sources of the Sertum, which 
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work of Redoute and Sowerby, and 
7 have not again been illustrated. 

L'Heritier's resources included a bo- 
tanical library second in Europe only to 
Sir Joseph Banks's, a personal fortune, 
and leisure. Even before his death by 
assassination in 1800, the French Rev- 
olution had destroyed L'Heritier's grand 
designs. 

This facsimile, printed in Holland, 
initiates the Hunt Botanical Library 
series, and it is augmented by four in- 
troductions. Stafleu (Utrecht) has 
written on L'Heritier's life and works; 
Gilmour, King, and Williams (Cam- 
bridge and London), on the horticul- 
ture of the Sertum; Blunt, the author 
of The Art of Botanical Illustration, on 
his favorite subject; and there is a 
translation of the Latin commentary by 
three Saint Vincent Archabbey 
monks. More than half of the species 
described were new. The list of col- 
lectors cited in the Sertum will prove 
useful beyond the book; Matthias 
Hultgren of Maryland, one of the 20 
collectors, is virtually unknown. Al- 
though an occasional transposition 
(1748 for 1784) mars the text, the 
typography and format are entirely 
pleasing, and the book is attractively 
priced. For the gardener who delights 
in the literature after dibbling in his 
cold frame, the Sertum is an admirable 
gift. 

JOSEPH EWAN 
Department of Botany, 
Tulane University 
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