Delegation, U.S.-U.S.S.R. Metrology
Exchange, 1963; received Medal,
Royal Swedish Academy of Engineer-
ing Sciences, 1949.

AAAS activities: chairman, Gordon
Research Conference on Instrumen-

tation, 1953; Council, 1954—; chair-
man, Council Agenda and Resolu-
tions Committee, 1958; chairman,

Committee on Council Activities and
Organization, 1959-60; Committee on
Council Affairs, 1961-63.

Southwestern and Rocky Mountain
Division

The Southwestern and Rocky Moun-
tain Division of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
held its 39th annual meeting in Albu-
querque, N.M., 28 April to 2 May,
1963.

Eighty individual research papers
were included on the programs of the
sections of the division, and 12 reports
were made on undergraduate research
projects by student members of Beta
Beta Beta, which held a concurrent dis-
trict meeting.

Special symposiums consisting of in-
vited papers included “Aridity and
man,” under the sponsorship of the
Committee on Desert and Arid Zones
Research, and “Improvement of science
teaching,” sponsored by the divisional
committee concerned with subject.

The 30th John Wesley Powell me-
morial lecture, a public event featured
in each year’s meetings of the division,
was given by Kirtley F. Mather on
“The earth sciences in the sixties.”

In an address at the opening session
of the meetings, Alan T. Waterman,
president of the Association, delivered
a very penetrating analysis of “The
national and regional role of the
AAAS.”

Anton H. Berkman, president of the
division, diverted from the usual pattern
of a presidential address and conducted
a panel discussion on the challenge to
the division of arid land studies. Mem-
bers of the Committee on Desert and
Arid Zones Research made up the
panel. The president’s program was
further featured by the presentation of
the first annual award of a certificate
of merit for outstanding contributions
in the field of arid zones progress. This
award was made posthumously to Clay-
ton W. Botkin, a past president of the
division, and was accepted in his name
by his son Charles Botkin.
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HONEYWELL PHOTO PRODUCTS
EXCELLENT RESULTS WITH ECONOMY AND SIMPLICITY

The classic maple shape outlines a specimen micrograph of leaf epidermis made
at X100 with a Honeywell Pentax camera and a Honeywell 52-A Strobonar for
flash illumination. (Sharp eyes will identify the leaf as philodendron, not maple;
please indulge our preference in design!)

A Pentax should be a part of your standard laboratory equipment. At $149.50
for the Model H-1, the reliable Pentax is undoubtedly your very best choice of a
versatile single lens reflex camera. There are 13 interchangeable lenses for it (35
mm to 1000 mm).

The 52-A Electronic Flash Unit ($69.95) plugs into 110V-AC and features a
modeling light which insures your directing the flash into your microscope’s mirror.
This flash unit absolutely stops specimen movement and the effects of camera
shake; it cannot burn or cook slides.

Honeywell

PHOTOGRAPHIC PRODUCTS

See these fine products at

your local Honeywell Photo Products
dealer’s, or write for brochure to
David Moore (209) Honeywell,
Denver Division, Denver 10, Colo.
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VIBRATING REED ELECTROMETER

HEAD UNIT
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The newest Vibrating Reed Electro-
meter Type N616B measures direct
currents down to 107" amps full scale

using internal resistance! Very

low

noise and drift—=-100 Microvolts over
24 hours. Applied D.C. is converted
to A.C. by a vibrating reed capacitor
and amplified by a stable A.C. ampli-
fier. Output meter calibrated in voltage
plus recorder output facility. Proven

performance at low cost!

For full information on the N616B

Electrometer or on any of the wide range
of Ekco Equipment used in research,

medicine, aviation and industry

in more than 80 countries—write to

KO

electronics

EKCO ELECTRONICS LTD SOUTHEND-ON-SEA ENGLAND

In U.S.A. contact associate company
American Tradair Corporation
34-01 30th Street, Long Island City 6, New

1294

York
0-397

At the close of the meeting Edwin R.
Helwig of the University of Colorado
succeeded to the presidency of the di-
vision. Aden B. Meinel of the Univer-
sity of Arizona was selected as presi-
dent-elect, and Howard J. Dittmer of
the University of New Mexico as a
member of the Executive Committee.
Marlowe G. Anderson, New Mexico
State University, will continue as sec-
retary-treasurer and council representa-
tive. The next annual meeting of the
Southwestern and Rocky Mountain Di-
vision will be held in Lubbock, Texas,
26-30 April 1964.

MARLOWE G. ANDERSON
New Mexico State University,
Albuquerque

Society for General Systems Research

One of the eight societies elected at
the 129th AAAS annual meeting 30
December 1962, as an affiliate of the
Association, was the Society for Gen-
eral Systems Research.

The principal aim of the society is
to encourage the development of
theoretical systems which are applicable
to more than one of the traditional
departments of knowledge. All sciences
develop theoretical systems of concepts,
relationships, and models. Many of
these systems are isomorphic, but their
similarity is undetected because of dif-
ferences in terminology and of other
barriers to communication among
specialists. Furthermore, systems which
have been well worked out can be of
assistance in the development of others.

The major functions of general sys-
tems research are therefore: (i) to
investigate the isomorphy of concepts,
laws, and models in various fields, and
to help in useful transfers from one
field to another; (ii) to encourage the
development of adequate theoretical
models in the fields which lack them;
(iii) to minimize the duplication of
theoretical effort in different fields; and
(iv) to promote the unity of science
through  improving communication
among specialists.

The feeling that such a scientific
society would fill an evident need
crystallized at the Center for Advanced
Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stan-
ford, California. The response to the

issuance of a manifesto in 1954 was -

extremely encouraging. Therefore, at
the 1954 AAAS meeting in Berkeley,
the Society for the Advancement of
General Systems Theory was started.

Heredity and
Development

By JoHN A. MooRrg, Columbia University
and Barnard College. Along with portions
reprinted from Dr. Moore’s distinguished
text, Principles of Zoology, this book con-
tains new chapters describing the latest
developments in genetics and embryology.
It is particularly valuable for use in the
introductory biology course.

1963. 256 pp. 77 illus. paperbound $1.95

Foundations of
Th ermodynamics

By PeTer FoNG, Utica College of Syra-
cuse University. Departing from the ap-
proach used in conventional textbooks,
Professor Fong expounds a new formula-
tion that gives a physical insight to ther-
modynamics without the use of elaborate
mathematics. Basic concepts are carefully
defined, especially those which are pivotal

in theory, such as the concept of re-
versible process.
1963. 104 pp. $2.50
Genetics

By ROBERT C. KING, Northwestern Uni-
versity. Combining a sound classical view-
point with the most modern research ad-
vances, this text provides a clear, thor-
ough introduction to the elements of ge-
netics. Cytology is discussed in consider-
able detail, and careful attention is focused
on such topics as developmental genetics,
population genetics, biochemical genetics,
and evolution theory. Over 100 original
drawings and extensive references are
included.

1962. 362 pp. 120 illus. $7.50

An Introduction
to General

and Comparative
Endocrinology

By E. J. W. BARRINGTON, University of
Nottingham. This precise, logical exposi-
tion of the fundamental principles of com-
parative endocrinology traces the develop-
ment of hypotheses and explores the prob-
lem of their interpretation. Since the com-
parative treatment is founded on a clear
presentation of the principles derived
from mammalian studies, the book is of

- interest to physiologists and research
workers as well as to zoologists.
1963. 412 pp. 156 illus. $7.00

Oxford University Press
417 Fifth Ave., New York 10016
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