the apothecary Miller, the nurseryman
James Gordon, and the physicians
Mead, Sloane, and Gronovius. The
last, with opportunism, published Clay-
ton’s descriptions in Leiden. All were
counting stamens and pistils for Lin-
naeus.

John Clayton, not to be confounded
with the Reverend John Clayton, was
a member of the American Philosophi-
cal Society (although he probably
never attended a meeting), and he was
reported to be a member of the Royal
Society (which he was not) and a phy-
sician (seriously doubted). On these
matters, the authors have commendably
set the record straight. Clayton’s gene-
alogy is intricate; a schematic pedigree
is a desideratum. Two chapters, the
“Clayton family” and “Life in Virgin-
ia,” are animated. It is difficult to know
John’s own personality from his letters.
The enthusiasms of the botanical fra-
ternity glow in this ingenious biography
and overshadow any attempt to tape
Clayton’s dimensions of greatness. Cer-
tainly Clayton’s life was “neither bril-
liant nor spectacular,” though his ac-
tions were ‘“thorough and painstaking.”

The historian will encounter fresh
materials, fully documented. The Ellis
Papers at the Linnean Society and the
Norton Papers at Colonial Williams-
burg disclosed sidelights down to gen-
tlemanly blackmailing (p. 67). The
notes by John Ellis on “Flora Virgin-
iana Claytonii,” first published here,
recall Governor John Drayton’s “Caro-
linian Florist.” Benjamin Clement’s es-
say on the history of botany (1756)
is a glowing coal, and it might have
been reprinted in its entirety, as an
appendix.

Contemporary Dutch estimates of
Gronovius would have been illuminat-
ing, for the circumstances surround-
ing the printing of the second edition
of the Flora Virginica (1762) are still
puzzling. And now a few corrections.
It is more accurate to state that al-
though Dr. Houstoun, protégé of
Philip Miller, planned to botanize
in Georgia under Oglethorpe’s appoint-
ment, he died in Jamaica. The Charles-
ton caricaturist George Roupel, one of
many names not indexed, illustrated
botanical papers for Alexander Garden
(p. 127).

This attractively designed biography
will be a welcome addition to collateral
reading lists for botany courses.

JoserPH EwAN
Department of Botany,
Tulane University
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