ANNOUNCES the
1963 PRICE LINT
of HIGHLY PURIFIED

5'-RIBONUCLEOTIDES
5'-DEOXYNUCLEOTIDES
COENZYMES
DPN-ANALOGS
NUCLEIC ACID and
HYDROLYSIS PRODUCTS

Each year we take pride in adding
new products to the growing list of
Pabst fine biochemicals and lowering
the cost of others. This year is no
exception and many of our established
products are now available at greatly
reduced prices. Increased demand for
our products have made these savings
possible.

This new price list is another ex-
ample of our continuing policy to
prepare research biochemicals of the
highest quality and offer them at
uniform moderate prices.

If you would like a copy of our
1963 price list, please circle 241-1 on
the Science Readers’ Service Card or
write direct to:

PABST LABORATORIES
Division of Pabst Brewing Company
1037 W. McKinley Avenue
MILWAUKEE §, WISCONSIN
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“Fire Department” of Science

The editorial “A proper accounting”
[Science 139, 7 (1963)] caused me to
recall that an earlier issue of Science
[125, 949 (1957)] contained a letter
on the same subject.

Is not the fact that, in the past 6
years, nothing has been done to cor-
rect this important deficiency in the
communication system of U.S. science
proof that something far deeper than
this symptom is wrong with the organ-
ization of the “system”? Could it be
that U.S. science really has no organi-
zation? Certainly neither the National
Academy of Sciences, the National
Science Foundation,
agency has the authority to study,
much less make decisions about, such
matters. Isn’t this proof that we lack
the needed organizational machinery
with which to solve important problems
related to science?

In the absence of such machinery,
many of the most fundamental decisions
affecting the future development of
U.S. science and the lives and work
of individual scientists are being made
by a process which might be called
“studied neglect.” The status of U.S.
scientists in many vital matters can be
compared to that of the owner of a
new home in an isolated, somewhat un-
known neighborhood, who discovers
that his house is burning and that the
fire is too big for him to handle alone.
Not yet having a telephone he has no
direct way to call the fire department.
And anyway, he can’t be sure there is
a fire department. And if there is one, he
doesn’t know for sure if it is respon-
sible for fires in “his” neighborhood. In
his alarm he’s likely to raise a window
and scream “fire.” But under those cir-
cumstances his scream will, I fear,
probably be no more effectual than
your editorial, or the 1957 letter, will
be.

If this is an apt analogy it points to
the need for establishing an official
“fire department” of science—and for
letting the public know what its func-
tions are, how to communicate with it,
how it can be used to solve problems
such as the editorial points to, and so
on. But that thought leads to the ques-
tion: How would we do it?

Because of the fundamental issues of
public and national policy involved, it
seems clear that to answer the question
in a way that would be influential
would require a national debate. Prob-
ably the appropriate body to initiate
such a debate is Congress. It could

nor any other

S U P E R REGULATED

HIGH voLTAGE

POWER
SUPPLIES

FOR ELECTRON BEAM AND
OTHER CRITICAL APPLICATIONS

0.001% LINE & LOAD
REGULATION (NL to FL)

0.001% RIPPLE & HUM
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50 KV

at
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Continuously
Variable 0-50 KV

0.1% Resetability

Model 6VT6C

The Calmag Model 6VT6C is the only
instrument of its kind now available to
the scientific world. Extremely stable, well
regulated and ripple-free, the Model 6VT6C
is ideally suited for investigations requir-
ing pure direct current at high voltages.
It is an excellent source for electron
probes and assures the necessary super-
regulation and stability demanded in cri-
tical electron beam and other applications.
Extremely compact for a high voltage
source, the Calmag unit requires only
2414," panel space.

Calmag instruments are now in use by, or
on order for such leading scientific or-
ganizations as Applied Research Labor-
atories, the National Bureau of Standards,
Sandia Corporation and many others.

ALL-NEW MODEL 6VT8

This newest 50 KV
super-regulated power
supply from Calmag en-
gineers also provides
external high voltage
electron gun filament
power and filament
DC bias control — all
contained in the same
size oil tank as the
6VT6C and utilizing one
output Machlett con-
nector and cable.

Model 6VT8

< CALMAG CALMAG DIVISION
CALIFORNIA MAGNETIC

CONTROL CORPORATION

11922 Valerio St. e North Hollywood, Calif.

Phone: 875-0880
Calmag manufactures a complete line
of precision
supplies of
proven superiority.

super-regulated  power

unequaled quality and
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easily be initiated by offering prizes for
answers to some such question as this:
What is the best way to reform our
government machinery in order to im-
prove the relationship of science to
the federal government, and, by im-
proving that relationship, to improve
the total relationship of science to our
whole society?

JosepH W. STILL
419 Cambridge Avenue,
Claremont, California

Messier 1

“The story of the Crab Nebula”
[N. U. Mayall, Science 137, 91 (1962)]
caused me to examine my old radio
maps [G. Reber, Proc. I.R.E. (Inst. Ra-
dio Engrs.) 1948, 1215 (1948)]. At 480
megacycles per second the most promi-
nent feature of the winter Milky Way
corresponds with the position of MI.
Apparently 1 encountered this object
without being aware of its nature.
The observations were made during
1946-47.

' GROTE REBER
“Dennistoun,”
Bothwell, Tasmania, Australia

Science for the Humanist

The editorial “Science and the hu-
manities” [Science 138, 1367 (1962)],
commenting on James H. Mathewson’s
excellent article on educating the non-
scientist in the nature of science [ibid.
138, 1375 (1962)], exhibited a parochi-
alism and arrogance unworthy of the
pages of Science. The editorial says that
science is difficult; therefore our educa-
tional process should be geared to the
teaching of science. After that, the grad-
uate can pick up the humanities at his
leisure because “after the rigors of
training in science, the subject content
of the humanities seems hardly more
difficult than a good novel.”

Are the myriad individual and social
problems of a typical blighted area of a
big American city (poverty, dependence,
mental health, delinquency and crime)
really so easy of solution? How about
the economic, social, and cultural prob-
lems of developing areas? Racial con-
flict? War? Ethics? Can rigorously
trained scientists, after a bout of easy
novel-like reading, undertake to tell us
how to meet these problems?

To paraphrase the comment by Ken-
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whatever you expect in

lab furniture . . . you get in

PBPORROUGHS

OF FAILAMAZOO

W i/

FURNITURE

known for its sound value!

THE WELL KNOWN Borroughs statement, “custom designing at standard cost,”
is your assurance of fine quality and utmost value . . . and that's what you want
for your lab facility. Every unit in Borroughs’ wide line of Customlab Furniture
and Fixtures is handsomely styled — carefully constructed — expertly designed
to serve its specific purpose with maximum efficiency, and to render durable,
trouble-free service. So whether your lab is large or small — compact or complex
— you can improve its appearance, performance
and maintenance with Borroughs CustomLab Furni-
ture and Fixtures. To prove this, request and study
all the facts about the Borroughs CustomlLab line.

send today
for catalog!

BORROUGHS

MANUFACTURING COMPANY
A SUBSIDIARY OF THE AMERICAN METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY OF DETROIT

3094 NORTH BURDICK ST. amp@ KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN
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