parative physiology, and natural history.
As such it represents an approach and a
synthesis of continuing validity and
interest. This is presented with great
lucidity and narrative skill, and the
reader is drawn along by the peculiarly
felicitous analogies of which von Frisch
is such a master.

Unfortunately the author has not
been well served by his translator and
publisher. There are a number of typo-
graphical errors. The translation is
over-literal in places and retains the
word order of the original at the ex-
pense of style and readability, and oc-
casionally at the expense of sense.
Units of measure have been half angli-
cized by translating them from - the
metric system to inches. One can readi-
ly recognize some of these conversions
(1250 red blood cells form a row 2/5
inches long), but other remain mysteri-
ous (100-200 stomata in an area of
1/2000 sq. in.). These are trivial mat-
ters, but they impede the enjoyment of
the book, particularly by the nonbiol-
ogist to whom it is addressed. This is
a pity, for a modest amount of editorial
work would have remedied the diffi-
culties.

GROVER C. STEPHENS
Zoology Department,
University of Minnesota

Notes
Biological Sciences

In format and content, part 2, Biol-
ogy, Genetics, Agriculture, Medicine,
and Zoology, of the Penguin Science
Survey, 1961 (edited by S. A. Barnett
and Anne McLaren. Penguin Books,
Baltimore, Md., 1961. 251 pp. Paper,
$1.45), appearstobe a lineal descendant
of the now defunct New Biology Series,
though the putative paternity is no-
where given. It is roughly the size -of
two semiannual volumes of New
Biology, and its articles are pitched at
the same level—that is, at approxi-
mately the level of the Scientific
American. '

This first issue includes discussions
of the following topics: world health
(B. B. Waddy), food production (N. W.
Pirie), locust control (Gunn), myxo-
matosis (H. V. Thompson), the octopus
brain (M. J. Wells), viruses (F. K.
Sanders), proteins (G. H. Haggis),
antigens (N. A. Mitchison), the mor-
phogenesis of pattern (J. M. Smith),
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cockroaches (J. W. H. Lawson), and
three superior book reviews by S. A.
Barnett. J. B. S. Haldane contributes
some fascinating reminiscences of his
father. Those who take an interest in
the son’s psychological development
will note with interest this sentence:
“Although [J. S.] Haldane’s philosophy,
which approximated to the Adviata
philosophy of India, forbade him to
be a pessimist, he was not as happy
as he might have been had he been a
Marxist. . . .”

Donald Michie’s discussion of ma-
chines-that-learn, with an account of a
simple one made out of matchboxes,
should be of interest to teachers of
high school and college students who
are eager for special problems. The
article on smoking and lung cancer, by
E. Maurice Backett, is admirably
clear., W. M. S. Russell’s discussion
on “the use of animals for experi-
ment” includes a wealth of detail new
to me, at least; anyone confronted
with - antivivisectionist activities should
consult this paper written by a man
who was, for five years, engaged in the
study of humane laboratory techniques.

GARRETT HARDIN
Department of Biological Sciences,
University of California, Santa Barbara
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