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This book, intended for use in an 
introductory course in probability and 
statistics, presupposes that the reader 
has had only high school algebra. Loga- 
rithms are outside its scope, and the 
author devotes space to the elementary 
notions of set algebra (using Venn dia- 
grams without naming them as such), 
the meaning of an exponent, the use of 
the summation notation, the reading of 
algebraic expressions involving sub- 
scripts, the pronunciation of the Greek 
letters used, significant digits, and in- 
equalities and absolute values. The 
reader is, however, presumed to be 
familiar with Euclidean geometry and 
the process of interpolation, and he is 
presumed to be well enough acquainted 
with physical principles to appreciate 
the interpretation of variance as a mo- 
ment of inertia. 

The book does provide a good ele- 
mentary introduction to the vocabulary 
of probability and statistics and to the 
computation and use of the, by now, 
classical formulas of statistical theory. 

The author states on page 165 that 
up to that point, with the exception of 
Problem 7-40 (dealing with the Poisson 
distribution) and the problems based 
on this distribution, he has restricted 
attention to experiments that have a 
finite number of possible outcomes; this 
is not completely correct-for example, 
Problem 7-30 and Problem 7-83. 

The book contains a bibliography of 
22 items, including ten paperback 
books, an index, and tables of square 
roots, binomial distribution (both indi- 
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Overall, the book gives the impres- 
sion of careful preparation and proof- 
reading. I found surprisingly few mis- 
prints. I enjoyed the sense of humor 
manifested by the limericks the author 
uses to introduce some of the sections, 
his comment about the word scedastic, 
the imaginary dialogue between two 
characters, and his recommendation 
that the reader refer to Halmos's book 
on measure theory. 

I believe the book will be a good 
text for classroom use at the level for 
which it is intended. For students with 
a better mathematical background, 
there are other books available, better 
designed for their needs. 

S. KULLBACK 
Department of Statistics, 
George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C. 
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