
bility to pulmonary infections is due to 
abnormal respiratory mucus secretion, 
which is hereditary. 

Crow has reiterated his concept of 
"genetic load". Several of his other 
statements need clarification for the 
reader: (p. 59) "The quantity Wi - W 
is called the average excess of the allele 
Ai." The average excess is defined by 
Fisher (1930, 1941) for two alleles as 
W1 - W2 in the present notation. For 
multiple alleles, the excess concept 
proves inconvenient and is replaced by 
the deviation from general mean, 
namely, Wi -W. (p. 61) "An equilib- 
rium may be unstable as well as stable." 
He means unstable or stable. (p. 65) 
"Persons who are very tall or very 
short have lower viability than persons 
of intermediate height." No supporting 
reference has been given, but Crow 
called my attention to an article en- 
titled "Build and blood pressure study", 
(1959, Society of Actuaries). (p. 219) 
". . what is lethal now was not lethal 
a few generations ago." Apparently he 
said exactly the opposite of what he 
meant. 

In discussing radiation effects on 
mice, Gowen presented data to show 
that radiation, up to a certain amount, 
has decreased the fertility of females 
but increased their longevity. Is this a 
beneficial or detrimental effect? 
Gowen's answer is simply: "This result 
will be considered favorable by some 
but not by others" (p. 193). 

In discussing blood group and dis- 
ease problems, Buckwalter says: "The 
findings did not indicate differences in 
frequencies of blood type between the 
patients and their controls of statisti- 
cal significance in some instances. 
However, when the results are pooled, 
they indicate associations of statistical 
significance .... ." This seems a favorite 
target of attack for Wiener. Is the 
pooling justified? How is it to be done? 
For a symposium on methodology, 
these questions are more important 
than the associations claimed to be 
found. 

In reading the reports and checking 
the references, I find the most annoy- 
ing feature is the collectivized refer- 
ences. The only possible argument for 
this arrangement is that it avoids the 
duplication of references. This may 
lead to a very small saving of space, 
but it requires a tremendous amount of 
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integral part of the paper and should 
not be broken and intermingled with 
other unrelated references. One may 
argue that some other symposium vol- 
umes also have pooled bibliography, 
but that is no justification. Many others 
do not. 

I enjoyed the meetings but I enjoyed 
reading the reports even more. 

C. C. Li 
Graduate School of Public Health, 
University of Pittsburgh 
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