ence of astronomy” (p. 145) and that
“the present Cold War is certainly be-
ing waged by astronomers” (p. 148).
While few will deny the great promise
of space telescopes or the fringe bene-
fits that the Cold War bestows on some
aspects of astronomical science, it would
be difficult in any detailed argument to
offer more than a minority of affirma-
tive cases to support Struve’s thesis.
One must agree fully with Struve, how-
ever, when he remarks: “If we have
been timid in the past, we are now
making up for the lost time by plung-
ing without concern into the most dar-
ing speculations” and further “it is
today difficult to distinguish between
science and science fiction.” This, un-
fortunately, is one of the unquestion-
able side effects of the “Space Race”
and the “Cold War” on astronomy. Let
us hope that it is only a passing fever.
G. DE VAUCOULEURS
Department of Astronomy,
University of Texas

Notes

Drug Identification

Felix Amelink’s Rapid Microchem-

ical Identification Methods in Pharmacy
and Toxicology [Netherlands University
Press, Amsterdam; Interscience (Wiley),
New York, 1962. 127 pp. $9] describes
microscopic tests with which most avail-
able sulfonamides, sulfones, barbitu-
rates, and hydantoins may be identified.
A small amount of the material is
placed on the corner of a glass slide,
appropriate solvent is added, and a drop
of reagent is applied so that the two
drops barely touch. Crystallization is
encouraged by heating and by scratch-
ing with a glass rod. The crystals are
then identified by color, form, size,
polarization, and comparison with
drawings of typical crystals. By using
nine reagents for the sulfonamide-sul-
fone group and five for the barbiturate-
hydantoin group an experienced ob-
server can make positive identification.
The details of the method are described
in several brief chapters (the first 35
pages) and the systematic criteria of
identification are given in the remaining
90 pages.

Chemists whose work includes the
identification of drugs in these groups
should find the book an extremely use-
ful companion to the author’s similar
work on the identification of alkaloids.
The compounds that can be identified
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are described under a mixture of trade
and nonproprietary names, many of
them unfamiliar in the United States,
a difficulty only partly remedied by the
list of “synonyms.”

) WINDSOR CUTTING
Laboratory of Experimental
Therapeutics, Stanford University

Insect Taxonomy

The Beetles of the Pacific North-
west. Pselaphidae and Diversicornia 1
(University of Washington Press, Se-
attle, 1962. 512 pp. $11.50) is the
third part of Melville Hatch’s am-
bitious and laudable plan to make
recognizable the 4000 species of beetles
of the Pacific Northwest. Only a per-
son with Hatch’s broad knowledge of
the Coleoptera and his willingness to
enlist the invaluable help of others
who are specialists in several of the
families treated, could make such
significant additions to our information
on beetles.

This is the largest of the three pub-
lished parts, and it contains descrip-
tions of 950 species, many of them
illustrated in the 66 plates of clear,
well-executed drawings. The previous-
ly published parts contain descriptions
of 660 and 700 species, respectively.

Thirty-six families of beetles are
treated in part 3. Among the Diversi-
cornia are groups, such as the
Dermestidae, Anobiidae, and Bostri-
chidae, which contain species that are
destructive, and other groups, such as
the Cleridae and Coccinellidae, most
species of which are beneficial to man.
The Coccinellidae in the area covered
are a relatively large family, with more
than 100 species, and Hatch has ap-
propriately seen fit to mention species
recently introduced into the United
States as predators of the balsam woolly
aphid.

Hatch and the six contributing au-
thors found it necessary to describe
numerous -new species, with clear
designation of holotype and a statement
of the place of deposition of the type.

The author and the University of
Washington Press are to be congratu-
lated on the fine appearance of this

very useful volume. It is appropriate

that this' and its companion volumes
should be published when there is an
appreciation of the need for organized
information on insect taxonomy.

W. H. ANDERSON
Entomology Research Division,
U.S. Department of Agriculture

New Books

General

Adventure in Giving. The story of the
General Education Board. Raymond B.
Fosdick. Harper and Row, New York,
1962. 379 pp. $6.50.

After the Seventh Day. The world man
created. Ritchie Calder. New American
Library, New York, 1962 (reprint). 348
pp. Illus. Paper, 75¢.

American Wildlife and Plants. Alex-
ander C. Martin, Herbert S. Zim, and
Arnold L. Nelson. Dover, New York,
1962 (reprint of 1951 edition). 509 pp.
Illus. Paper, $2.

Antarctica. Land of frozen time. Roger
A. Caras. Chilton, Philadelphia, 1962.
220 pp. Illus. $6.

Archaeology as a Hobby. Virginia J.
Fortiner. Hammond, Maplewood, N.J.,
1962. 45 pp. Ilus. $1.

The Art of Growing. A guide to psy-
chological maturity. Robert E. Nixon.
Random House, New York, 1962. 190
pp. $3.95.

Bird Watching as a Hobby. Robert
Wells. Hammond, Maplewood, N.J., 1962,
47 pp. Illus. $1.

A Decision Structure for Teaching Ma-
chines. Richard D. Smallwood. Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology Press,
Cambridge, 1962. 128 pp. Illus. $4. ‘

D.S.I.R. and Universities and Colleges
1956-60. A report on D.S.LLR. support
for research and training in universities
and colleges. Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research, London; British
Information Services, New York, 1962.
240 pp. Illus. Paper, $3.

The Dynasty of Abu. A history and
natural history of the elephants and their
relatives, past and present. Ivan T. Sander-
son. Knopf, New York, 1962. 398 pp
lllus. $5.95.

The Epic of Medicine. Felix Martl-
Ibanez, Ed. Potter, New York, 1962. 294
pp. Illus. Until 25 December, $12.50; $15.
Twelve chapters reprinted from the maga-
zine MD, with a brief preface, notes,
bibliography, and index (approximately
15 additional pages). .

The Exploration Diaries of H. M.
Stanley. Richard Stanley and Alan Neame,
Eds. Vanguard, New York, 1962. 229
pp. Illus, $6.

The Great Ideas Today 1962. Robert
Maynard Hutchins and Mortimer J.
Adler, Eds. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Chi-
cago, 1962. 572 pp. Illus. $8.95.

The Great White Mantle. The story of
the ice ages and the coming of man.
David O. Woodbury. Viking, New York,
1962. 222 pp. Ilus. $4.95.

Index to Scientists. From ancient to
modern times. Biographies and portraits.
Norma Olin Ireland. Faxon, Boston, 1962.
705 pp. $12.

Intelligent Machines. An introduction
to cybernetics. D. A. Bell. Blaisdell (Ran-
dom House), New York, 1962. 98 pp.
Ilus. Paper, $1.45; cloth, $2.95.

International Photography Year Book,
1963. Norman Hall, Ed. St. Martin’s
Press, New York, 1962. Unpaged. Illus.

Knowledge and Wonder. The natural
world as man knows it. Victor F. Weiss-
kopf. Doubleday, Garden City, N.Y.,
1962, 222 pp. Illus. $4.95.
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