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SCIENCE

The Editorial Chair

An article elsewhere in this issuc gives an account of some of the
qualities and achievements of Philip H. Abelson, my distinguished
successor as editor of Science. Dr. Abelson will find, as I have found,
that Science has a great reservoir of good will not only in the scien-
tific world but also among nonscientists and science writers for news-
papers and magazines, both at home and abroad. This good will
manifests itself in the readiness of scientists to take time from their
regular duties to write for us and to give us their advice freely and
promptly, and in the cooperative and mutually helpful relations we
have with science writers and editors.

Dr. Abelson will also find that the executive officer of the Asso-
ciation, the editorial board, the board of directors, and the loyal and
effective staff are at all times ready to cooperate in giving the sup-
port needed to continue the improvement of the magazine. What
should be equally gratifying to him will be his discovery that neither
the advertising staff nor any advertiser will attempt in any way to
control editorial policy. Thanks to these favorable relations he will
be able to publish articles about important scientific issues, even
though they may be controversial, without any of the restrictions that
shackle some editors.

But this is not all. Science is perhaps unique among journals pub-
lished by socicties or associations in its freedom from editorial pres-
sures by the members and officers: they have no readier access to
its pages than anyone else. The first editor appointed after the Asso-
ciation acquired ownership of the magazine, Willard L. Valentine,
stated [Science 103, 2 (4 Jan. 1946)] a farsighted policy that is still
in effect: “Wisely, the Executive Committee [of the Association] re-
fused to bind the Editor’s hands, so that Science is not required to
publish all official addresses.”

[ congratulate Dr. Abelson upon his appointment and upon the
freedom he will have to continue a strong tradition of editorial inde-
pendence and integrity. As I move from the editor’s swivel chair to a
reader’s easy chair, I am sure that I am expressing the thoughts of
the other 80,000 subscribers when I wish Dr. Abelson a long and
distinguished carcer as editor. His vigor and imagination give every
promise that this wish will be fulfilled.—G. DusS.



