Wouldn’t a civilization anxious to pro-
claim its existence employ missiles
more obviously recognizable as mes-
sengers than an inconspicuous chunk
of rock? Furthermore, wouldn’t any
launched “letter-carrier” forever re-
main confined to its parent solar sys-
tem unless it was sufficiently powered
for space travel?

RoBERT D. KRross
2506 Florence Court,
Bellmore, New York

Heredity, Environment, and Culture

The storm of comment in the “Let-
ters” column [Science 135, 961 (16 Mar.
1962)] on Howard Margolis’s eminent-
ly reasonable remarks on ‘“Science and
segregation” [ibid. 134, 1868 (1961)]
makes one wonder if the anthropologists
perhaps do not “protest too much.”
It seems appropriate to redirect atten-
tion to Margolis’s paragraph 2 in col-
umn 2 of page 1869, which describes
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a real problem. As a biologist I have
been for many years distressed by the
almost hysterical denial by many anthro-
pologists of any possibility of a heredi-
tary basis for any cultural traits or even
for any difference in mentality or emo-
tional makeup. If such a position had
a factual basis, to provide an explana-
tion of such facts would certainly be a
real problem.

What a great pity it is that the an-
thropologists, the human geneticists, and
perhaps the human ecologists cannot
seem to get together and investigate
the relations between human heredity,
environment, and culture without the
undefinable concept of inferiority en-
tering into the matter at all.

F. R. FosBERG
212 Holmes Run Road,
Falls Church, Virginia

Information-Gathering by the CIA

In a recent issue of Science [136, 173
(13 Apr. 1962)] Patrick D. Wall re-
ported that he declined to disclose to a
representative of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency information as to the
direction being taken by certain foreign
scientists in the field of neurophysiol-
ogy, because (i) one should reasonably
ask the questioner to share the same
ethics and tell you specifically for what
purpose he intends to use the informa-
tion, a professor being required to re-
main in a position to assess the conse-
quences of his profession, and (i) a
consequence of a relationship with the
CIA would be to limit the freedom of
discussion between American and for-
eign colleagues by increasing the danger
that American scientists will be regard-
ed as government agents. Wall says that
if a colleague had asked him for this
information he would have replied with-
out hesitation.

Wall could deal with the situation,
although perhaps somewhat deviously,
by disclosing the requested information
without reporting the fact to his for-
eign colleagues, some of whom he char-
acterizes as certainly part-time intelli-
gence agents. This would minimize the
hazard of impairing the usually free
exchange and argument of a scientific
discussion, which he properly prizes.
But this does not meet his first objec-
tion.

Not all of us can share Wall’s con-
viction that undisclosed purposes of the
United States Government are evil.
Even he probably does not, in order to
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preclude disclosure to the government,
require a specific statement of purpose
on the part of every colleague and stu-
dent and every reader of any periodical
in which his work may be published.
We thus come to a practical difficulty
in the application of his principles.
Can he really be sure that no colleague,
student, or reader will disclose informa-
tion to the United States Government?
Is it not even possible that one of them
may be an American agent in disguise?
The only effective way to preserve se-
curity would be to refrain from talking
about his work to anyone or, on the
assumption that the Central Intelligence
Agency and other government agencies
are as subtle as he believes, to re-
frain from doing any scientific work at
all.

But this is not the end of the prob-
lem. I was once consulted by a gentle-
man who was oppressed by the con-
sciousness that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was telepathically prying
into his thoughts. This raises the ques-
tion of whether, in addition to refrain-
ing from talking about scientific work
or engaging in it, we ought not avoid
thinking about it. As a fellow who
sometimes puts himself to sleep at night
by working out simple topological prob-
lems in his head, I would hesitate to
adopt a policy which would condemn
me to wakefulness during my nonwork-
ing hours.

SIDNEY G. KINGSLEY
4600 Connecticut Avenue,
Washington, D.C.

The good will and good intentions of
the government are not in question.
What is in question is the price we are
paying for the CIA’s questioning of sci-
entists. It is generally agreed that secret
classification of projects and wiretapping
should be limited, since they increase
mistrust and suspicion and diminish
freedom of communication. It is to be
hoped that the good sense of the gov-
ernment and the scientists will limit
CIA information gathering, because we
are paying a price for it, too. The gov-
ernment has tremendous in-house capa-
bilities for collecting information from
the many very able government scien-
tists. Only when this source is exhausted
should university scientists be consulted,
and then only after careful considera-
tion of the price paid for the informa-
tion in terms of loss of freedom of com-
munication between scientists.

Kingsley offers the secrecy of rela-
tions with the CIA as a “devious” way
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to avoid the issue. But secrecy provides
little practical protection. The wide-
spread questioning of scientists by the
CIA is now so well known that it is no
longer possible to hide its general ex-
istence. The specific information hand-
ed over may, indeed, remain secret,
but the needs of society change, and
we have all seen yesterday’s secret files

become today’s subpoenaed public evi-

dence. Kingsley’s second answer to the
issue suggests that the problem of per-
sonal responsibility no longer exists. I
am relieved to learn that, because oth-
ers are willing to hand on information,
it is therefore all right for me to do so.
It is ironical that Kingsley should write
his letter on Patriots’ Day, since now,
as in that celebrated time, a man must
examine his conscience when asked to
become an informer.

PATRICK D. WaALL
Department of Biology,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge

Standards of Conduct

A recent issue of Science [135 (16
Mar. 1962)] came to my notice during
the week that the United States, in
collaboration with Great Britain, re-
sumed the testing of atomic weapons
in the atmosphere. The letters from
Wittenberg and Kaplan [Science 135,
997 (1962)] therefore seemed particu-
larly relevant and worthy of further
comment.

Wittenberg appealed for scientists as
a body to make ethical judgments re-
garding whom they will accept into
their company, and to make a clear
distinction between the ‘“scientist who
cures cancer and the one who willfully
induces it through nuclear fall-out.”
Kaplan, in order to give weight to such
a judgment, refused to attend the Inter-
national Cancer Congress in Moscow.
I am in sympathy with much of the
content of these two letters, which were
inspired by the last Russian series of
bomb tests, but I now find myself
wondering whether Wittenberg and
Kaplan will follow out the logic of the
position they have adopted and apply
their ethical strictures to the American
and British scientists working on atomic
weapons. I am sure they do not think
that only Russian tests “cause the pre-
mature and unnecessary death of at
least a few individuals in the world. . . .”

It does not require a great stretch |

of the imagination to realize that the
8 JUNE 1962
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