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weight changes: 

* in VACUO to 10'4 Torr 

* in AIR or non-corrosive GASES 

* in CONTINUOUS GAS FLOWS 

* under STATIC GAS PRESSURE 

Stanton proudly introduces this discriminating balance for discriminating 
analyses. Samples are accurately maintained at any temperature from 
ambient to 1350? C. Capacity, 20 grams; sensitivities range from =40.2 
milligram to ?1 milligram. 

Features include constant-load construction, air damping, electric weight 
loading, twin-pen electronic recorder-controller and a vertical tube-type 
furnace. 
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sites and for this reason are restricted 
to naturally irrigated areas of the des- 
ert. However, the present study shows 
that several shrubs of dry washes can 
become established in abundance on 
the more xeric upland portions of an 
alluvial fan when the competition of 
the dominant upland shrubs is largely 
removed. Obviously, these pioneer 
plants of the desert play a role similar 
to that of successional plants of more 
humid regions." This does not neces- 
sarily imply that Egler has edited to 
alter meaning, but as a "psychological 
twist," it appears to have been over- 
looked by perennial critic Egler in his 
survey of the ecological literature. 

The evidence presented in my re- 
port is at variance with the "auto- 
successional" views of Shreve, as well 
as with his related views on climax 
vegetation. The latter were distorted 
by the typographical error, but, thanks 
to Egler, now stand corrected. 

PHILIP V. WELLS 

New Mexico Highlands University, 
Las Vegas 

The Cunningham Amendment 

Your recent editorial [Science 135, 
877 (1962)] commented on the terms 
of the "Cunningham amendment" to 
the postal rate bill, an amendment to 
end free or subsidized delivery of Com- 
munist propaganda by the Post Office. 
As the author of the amendment, I 
would appreciate the opportunity to add 
several facts for the benefit of your 
readers, many of whom may have a 
desire and need for certain Russian or 
other Communist bloc publications. 
These might include outright propa- 
ganda, daily papers, magazines of gen- 
eral interest, and scientific journals or 
papers. 

There is no intention on my part, 
as I have often said, to deny to any 
American any material he needs or 
wants to receive. I do not believe it 
would be possible or practical to bar 
Communist propaganda from the coun- 

try, but I do believe that the vast ma- 
jority of Americans are in favor of 

ending the subsidy given Communist 

propaganda, especially at this time when 
American postal rates are almost cer- 
tain to be increased. 

Accordingly, the House of Repre- 
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TRACE ELEMENT 

DETERMINATIONS 

General Atomic's Activation Analysis 
Service offers a rapid, sensitive, accurate 
and inexpensive method for determining 
trace elements in the parts per million 
and parts per billion range. 

Advantages include freedom from re- 
agent contamination, small sample size, 
and in many cases, non-destruction of 
samples. Its simplicity can save time and 
money. Even at higher levels of concen- 
tration activation analysis is often the 
best method. 

A large and experienced staff of radio- 
chemists performs activation analysis 
and related research. In activation analy- 
sis a sample is placed in one of General 
Atomic's TRIGA reactors and bom- 
barded with neutrons, converting some 
elements in the sample to radioactive 
forms. The characteristic radiations 
emitted are then analyzed electronically 
for qualitative and quantitative determi- 
nations. 

Typical applications include analyzing 
biological samples for elements such as 
copper, zinc, magnesium, and manga- 
nese; detecting pesticide residues, such 
as bromine and chlorine; and analyzing 
semiconductors for the traces of anti- 
mony, gold and other elements added 
in their manufacture. 

For information on a special Explora- 
tory Study offer, write: Activation 
Analysis Service, Dept. 162, General 
Atomic, P.O. Box 608, San Diego 12, 
California. 
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terms of the Universal Postal Union, 
an international mail-forwarding agree- 
ment which dates to 1874. There is 
ample evidence that U.S. mail sent be- 
hind the Iron Curtain is censored, stop- 
ped, destroyed, or "lost," depending on 
the content. These procedures are all 
in violation of UPU agreements, yet 
this country has not seen fit to retaliate 
by stopping mail delivery from these 
countries, as we have every right to do 
under the UPU. The amendment adopt- 
ed by the House would be merely a 
first step in this process. 

Because some of your readers may 
wish to receive outright Communist 
propaganda or material which contains 
Communist propaganda, I would point 
out that under my amendment such 
material may be received into this 
country by freight or air freight, then 
sent to its destination (whether in- 
dividual, library, government office, or 
newsstand) via parcel post, freight or 
air freight, messenger service, delivery 
route, or any other means that does 
not involve the use of first-class, sec- 
ond-class, or third-class mail. 

It may also be possible for material 
to bear both foreign stamps and U. S. 
stamps for parcel post rates and be 
carried via postal systems from the 
point of foreign origin to the destina- 
tion in the United States. A similar 
UPU arrangement has been put into 
effect in regard to certain international 
mail which is considered third-class ad- 
vertising in this country. 

Although some persons (apparently 
through a lack of knowledge of present 
procedures) have said that the Cun- 
ningham amendment would require vast 
new inspection programs, the truth is 
that suspect foreign and domestic mail 
is already inspected to weed out por- 
nography, matter advocating the vio- 
lent overthrow of the government, ma- 
terial which contains fraudulent claims, 
and so on. 

GLENN CUNNINGHAM 

United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

Lemurs Born in Captivity 

The picture of the baby lemur on 
the cover of Science [135 (13 Apr. 
1962)] was very interesting. The news 
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that baby animals are being born and 
successfully reared in captivity is al- 
ways very exciting. 

The caption for the cover picture 
states that the baby lenur was born at 
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* Developed for use in both stu- 
dent and research laboratories. 

* Wide range of variables make 
the "751B" a highly useful re- 
search lab instrument. 

* Stepped frequency and duration 
controls permit resetting to 
assure consistent, repeatable 
experiments. 

* Wide frequency range of recur- 
rent square wave stimuli of 
variable duration, single im- 
pulses, and continuous DC stim- 
ulation of up to 10 seconds. 

r Synchronizing output for use 
with cathode-ray oscilloscope. 

* Monophasic or biphasic output 
selected by a front panel switch. 

Write for complete technical data 

eIL.merican 
E lectronic 

JL.aboratories, Inc. 
RICHARDSON ROAD, COLMAR. PA. 
just north of Philadelphia 
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