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National CO. Incubators
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Most microorganisms grow at tem-
peratures around 37.5° Centigrade.
However, the various optimums
range from 18 to 80° C. And, Na-
tional CO; incubators provide clos-
est possible control throughout this
range with uniformity as close as
0.2° and a safety control which pre-
cludes loss of cultures and time.

For accurate measurement of
growth of microorganisms, control
of moisture content is essential.
Humidities close to 98% RH with-
out excessive condensation are pos-
sible in National CO; incubators.
Cultures can be incubated without
fear of medium drying or extreme
weight fluctuation.

An increasing number of microor-
ganisms show accelerated growth
under higher than normal concen-
trations of carbon dioxide. While
five to 10% CO: is the most widely
accepted concentration, varying per-
centages to 20% are often neces-
sary. National CO. incubators offer
close, metered control of CO, from

For complete
information
write:

”'-; NATIONAL APPLIANCE CO.

P. O. Box 6408
Portland 23, Oregon

Eastern Regresentative-
H. REEVE ANGEL & CO., INC.
9 Brideweil PI.
Clitton, New Jersey

Gardens, but this is a technicality which
it should be possible to circumvent, or
the law should be modified to take care
-of this particular case.

In any event, it seems clear that the
relict Florida torreya, known to pro-
fessional botanists throughout the
world, and locally of significant general
interest, is even now all but extinct in its
natural habitat. Its preservation, in
cultivation, can perhaps be accom-
plished if prompt and bold measures are
immediately instigated.

R. K. GODFREY
HerMAN Kurz
Department of Biological Sciences,
Florida State University,
Tallahassee

Interpreting Science

Joseph Turner’s editorial reviewing
the recent Bell System television pro-
gram “About Time” [Science 135, 635
(23 Feb. 1962)] was superb. His urbane
appraisal of this latest attempt to make
science palatable to the general public
was very much to the point.

Many of us who are actively engaged
in the interpretation of science realize
that the fault lies not so much in the
content as in the approach. The latest
offering of the Telephone Company is
a good example. The material treated
was well selected, as one would expect
from a practiced hand such as that of
Feynman. It would appear, however,
that once the material was in their
hands, the “entertainment” people took
over and injected the type of corn that
they invariably insist is necessary in
order to gain and hold the attention of
the public.

In their search for a suitable “for-
mat” the production staff seemed to
overlook the fact that a straightforward
presentation may be worth trying, even
if its adoption entails the possible loss
of some of the fringe public. Of the
shows currently on the air, the forth-
right, informative, and highly absorbing
“David Brinkley’s Journal” proves the
point splendidly. By telling his story
simply and telling it well, Brinkley
proves, week after week, that an audi-
ence can be held without resort to spe-
cial gimmicks of any kind. There is
no reason why this approach would not
work just as effectively for science ma-
terial.

On the subject of science interpreta-
tion via radio and television, I would
like to say one thing more. In recent

automatic
walter
stills

e

with complete
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protection

Only Stokes Automatic Laboratory
Water Stills give you the simple, in-
expensive burn-out protection you’ve
always wanted . . . plus the high purity
you need. Patented built-in thermal
unit—available only on Stokes stills
—protects heavy-duty element against
burn-out which could be caused by
water supply failure or heavy build-
up of scale. This burn-out protection
is available on Stokes 1-, 1%4-, and
3-gallon electric stills.

Stokes stills give you distilled water
that’s completely free of bacteria,
pyrogens, and minerals . . . that’s
purer than the standards set by
United States and
British Pharmaco-
poeia.

Rated capacities
from ¥ to 100 gal-
lons per hour in
electric, gas and
steam models.

Specify high-purity
Stokes Stills at your-local
Laboratory Supply House.

Pharmaceutical Equipment Division

F. J. STOKES CORPORATION
5500 Tabor Road, Philadelphia 20, Pa.
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days the collective imagination of the
American public has been dominated
by John Glenn’s orbital flight. Tele-
vision did a remarkably competent job
of presenting the actual flight and the
festivities that followed its successful
completion. But during this whole
period not so much as a single half-
hour segment of television time on
any station or network was devoted to
an explanation of the scientific back-
ground of this exploit. Presentation of
a few basic principles—such as the
concept of an orbit, weightlessness.
physical conditions in space, and the
physiology of space flight—could have
lent meaning and substance to this
great technological achievement.

Is it not the duty of the AAAS. as
the spokesman for American science.
to see that another such opportunity
does not pass unheeded?

IrRA M. FREEMAN
College of Arts and Sciences,
Rutgers University,
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Cell Growth

A preoccupation with Mendelsohn’s
concluding remarks in his report on
chronic infusion of tritiated thymidine
into mice with tumors [Science 1385,
213 (1962)] to the effect that a tumor
“literally doubles before one’s eyes”
should not deflect attention from the
real significance of the finding that an
appreciable number of tumor cells do
not give evidence of DNA accretion
during a 3- to 7-day period and are
therefore not proliferating. If this con-
clusion can be stretched to embrace a
corollary hypothesis—that cancer is not
necessarily a wildly proliferative, ex-
uberantly growing, racing reduplication
of cells, that it may, in fact be just the
reverse—it will then be found to fit in
with a welter of ancillary evidence,
emerging from all medical subdisci-
plines, that calls for a reassessment and
readjudication of common (descriptive-
ly borne) notions of the nature of
cancer.

If the question had arisen in connec-
tion with the usual experimental tumor
—a transplant—I would not have both-
ered to comment. Arising as it does
from studies of tritiated thymidine up-
take (studies whose validity I feel to be
established) by an autochthonous tumor
which is as close as anyone can get to
spontaneous human carcinoma, the
factual data from Mendelsohn’s Fig. 2,
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