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beautifully printed second edition is a beautifully printed second edition is a beautifully printed second edition is a beautifully printed second edition is a 
for scatter- Christmas book and a birthday book, 
thing again, ideal for grandparent and niece. Be- 
i well. sides, it is a useful nucleus for a gen- 
ray be, this eral education course, and downright 
umental en- interesting reading. One can read about, 
useful addi- and see pictured, advances in man's 
kit of any conquest of the world, from the axes 

and indus- and scrapers of the Paleolithic to the 
e will prob- mass-production of power. 
Lch of most True, one can question Coon's ac- 
presentation ceptance of the Improbable Snow- 

man, and his stop-press delight with a 
F. VILLARS "still undescribed fossil from Jordan." 

One may ask why Coon, leader in 
Technology showing climatic adaptation as a cause 

for racial differentiation, has not given 
equal time to malarial selection (re- 
sponsible for hemoglobin S and GSH 
polymorphisms) and smallpox selection 
(probably responsible for regional 

m the first variations in ABO frequencies). But 
ure and be- praise be to Coon for picturing Nean- 

Knopf, New derthal, not as a stoop-shouldered 
i + 438 pp. slouch, but as an intelligent man as 

sapient as we, plagued with arthritis 
(and submissive to surgery). And good 

v of history for the discussions of important and 

rs a million- controversial problems, like the origin 
re the writ- of maize and the distribution of the 

hropologist's yam, that involve half of the peoples 
ajor changes of the world. 
arts and the This is an excellent book for spouse, 
nthropologi- progeny, or colleague to read in bed, 
potato was by the fire, or at sea. But it is deceptive. 
han Parnell, The scientific reader may not realize, 
.n the Coun- until he has put it down, that The Story 
sian sampan of Man is neither popularization nor 

the Santa oversimplification but an expert, if selec- 
tive, account of the story of man. 
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Ian is com- 118 pp. 
minids that 
ith us to the This is an excellent book, which 
n. Halfway lives up to its title and subtitle. The 
and Coon) chapters are "Early investigations," "In- 

Not until vestigations of the past half century," 
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idote to the ed or decomposed ancient glass." 
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and the provenance of the samples. The 
question as to where glass was made 
first, in Egypt or in Asia Minor, "is a 
question that cannot be answered de- 
cisively at present." Specimens from 
Abu Shahrein (Iraq) and from Tell 
Asmar, both dated about 2600 B. C. 
"are certainly the oldest known speci- 
mens of glass," except possibly a few 
Egyptian beads claimed to be of earlier 
date but not proved to be so. However, 
there is no actual proof that either 
of these specimens was composed of 
glass manufactured in Mesopotamia. It 
is interesting to note that the first anal- 
yses of an ancient glass were made by 
Kloproth, in 1801, on three samples 
of Roman glass. 

This is volume 1 of "The Corning 
Museum of Glass Monographs". It is 
to be hoped that the succeeding mono- 
graphs will live up to the high quality 
of this one. 

GEORGE W. MOREY 
U.S. Geological Survey, 
Washington, D.C. 
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Quantum Mechanics for Mathemati- 
cians and Physicists. Ernest Iken- 
berry. Oxford University Press, New 
York, 1962. xii + 269 pp. Illus. $8. 

This book, which should prove to 
be a valuable contribution to the liter- 
ature of physics, is written on a level 
intended for first-year graduate students. 
The author is primarily interested in 
giving a clear, logical presentation of 
the mathematical foundations of ele- 
mentary quantum mechanics. The basic 
axioms are presented; the theorems 
which follow from them are clearly 
stated and are either proved in the 
text or are relegated to a series of 
problems of gradually increasing com- 
plexity. (There are 352 of these prob- 
lems throughout the book, and they 
should prove of immense value to one 
who is trying to understand and learn 
the subject matter.) Particularly good 
are the chapters on the mathematics 
of linear operators, the solution of the 
harmonic oscillator by factorization, 
eigenfunctions and eigenvalues, matrix 
representations, and above all the chap- 
ter on measurement theory, in which 
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