loss, because the corrections have not
been subjected to experimental valida-
tion.

If there is any criticism to be made
of this book it is that, in many places,
the reading is heavy. For this reason,
the book may not be suitable for a first-
year graduate course unless the students
have had extensive preliminary study
of thermodynamics and statistical
mechanics.

GEORGE WEISS
University of Maryland

Practical Science

A Short History of Clinical Pathology.
W. D. Foster. Livingstone, London;
Williams and Wilkins, Baltimore,
Md., 1961. xii + 154 pp. Plates.
$6.50.

Clinical pathology is the application
of certain basic techniques of medical
science to the diagnosis and treatment
of disease. Since such procedures only
become available as sciences develop,
the text deals with progress in the re-
lated sciences; this attractively-bound,
well-illustrated book is, therefore, an
account of scientific advances in micro-
scopic anatomy, physiology, pathology,
microbiology, serology, and chemistry—
the disciplines upon which clinical
pathology rests and also the ones which
have made possible its development.
From crude visual inspection of a urine
specimen to modern urinalysis is a
great step forward, one that contributes
immensely to medical diagnosis and
treatment. Clinicians once resisted the
introduction of laboratories into prac-
tice. That laboratories are now a must
in practice and in hospital care is a
measure of our progress. The clinical
pathologist is, if medically qualified, a
full member of the clinical team.

The book is unique in that it deals
with the development of a science
which is itself half a dozen sciences.
Because its author is British, the book
is slanted to British history and prob-
lems, but it deals fairly with advances
made elsewhere. It is well written and
throws light on our basic medical sci-
ences from a point of view rarely ex-
ploited, making it valuable reading for
scientists who are not practicing clini-
cal pathologists as well as for those
who are.

LELAND W. PARR
Department of Microbiology,
George Washington University
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Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill., 1962. 573
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Monographs on Pure and Applied Biology:
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Jose A. Rivera. Pergamon, New York,
1962, 178 pp. Illus. Plates. $9.50.

Crop Adaptation and Distribution. Car-
roll P. Wilsie. Freeman, San Francisco,
Calif., 1962. 456 pp. Illus. $9.

Czechoslovakian Medical Literature,
1959. Compiled by the National Medical
Library, Prague. State Health Publishing
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pp. Paper.
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son. Philosophical Library, New York,
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nology and Administration, American
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pp. Paper $0.25.
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Press, New York, 1962. 800 pp. Illus.
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