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This community study of the Indian 
estancia of Hualc'an (in the Peruvian 
department of Ancash) is a valuable ad- 
dition to Adams' work on Muquiyauyo 
and Fals-Borda's on Saucio, the only 
other recent monographic treatments in 
English of highland communities. Its 
avowed purpose, as part of the Cornell- 
Peru Project, is to provide a base line 
for studies of social and cultural change 
in the Callejon de Huaylas and to assess 
the human potential of Hualcan. On the 
basis of approximately six months' field 
work, supplemented by library research 
on theoretical and comparative ma- 
terials, the author treats economy, social 
relations, community and religious 
organization, and prospects for change. 
Although coverage of cultural activities 
is extensive, the discussion of field meth- 
ods makes it clear that much of the data 
must have been secured merely at the 
level of informants' verbal description. 
In this regard, one may well question 
the representativeness of information 
obtained during such a short period by 
a non-Quechua speaker working in an 
area noted for the reticence and verbal 
deviousness of its population toward 
non-Indians. Also problematical under 
such circumstances is the correspond- 
ence between behavior and its verbali- 
zations. (The same problems of sam- 
pling and correspondence, of course, 
plague every analysis of field data, al- 
though often to a lesser extent.) 

Stein's organization of the analysis 
leans heavily on the structure of the 
Hualcan family and the extensions of 
that structure and associated sentiments 
into a wider social sphere, particularly 
in matters of individual and collective 
motivation. Socio-psychiatric argu- 
ments, although often employed analog- 
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a bit farfetched (for example, the In- 
dians' transference of an evil parental 
image to the whole mestizo class). 
Psychological instruments exist which 
could be used to test such hypotheses, 
and they might well have been em- 
ployed. These remarks are not so much 
critical as cautionary. Like any other 
theoretical framework, the extension of 
individual psychic process and family 
structure to analysis of a total sociocul- 
tural entity asks only certain questions 
of the data and, in consequence, ob- 
tains only certain answers. Whether the 
orientation here employed is at all ade- 
quate for the analysis of larger social 
systems is beyond the scope of this 
review, but in any case I feel that 
psychological hypotheses should be 
tested by psychological means and not 
employed in humanistic description. 

More than most authors of com- 
munity studies, Stein considers the 
crucial problem of the nature of social 
integration and solidarity beyond the 
level of the family or of extrafamilial, 
dyadic relationships. Although the spec- 
ification of extrafamilial group rela- 
tionships is not his central problem, 
Stein's treatment of it makes an im- 
portant contribution to the study of 
peasant society. His empirical data are 
also a welcome addition to the English- 
language literature on Andean com- 
munities; of particular interest in this 
regard are his discussion of the "pseudo- 
moiety" system operating in Hualcan 
and his description of kinship structure. 
His remarks on the latter, describing a 
combination of affiliation with father's 
and mother's patrilineages plus bilateral 
reckoning of a type of kindred, indicate 
the possibility of a new approach to the 
analysis of ayllu organization. 

Apart from the cautions noted, 
Hualcan is altogether an excellent book 
and should be of interest not only to the 
specialist in Andean culture and peasant 
society but to the educated general 
reader as well. 

E. A. HAMMEL 
Department of Anthropology, 
University of California, Berkeley 
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