
Studies of Starvation 

As referee editors of several physio- 
logical and nutritional journals, we are 
perturbed by the continuing submission 
of mediocre papers dealing with starva- 
tion. Usually the only experimental 
method used consists in starving rats to 
a near-terminal condition and then de- 
termining one of the many parameters 
which can be affected by starvation. 
Sometimes determination of the dura- 
tion of survival on a given diet is the 
only "technique" employed. Previously 
obtained information, available in the 
U.S. and foreign literature-often ad- 
mittedly older literature because of the 
very simplicity of the techniques used 
-is generally ignored. 

The application of the "findings" to 
problems of human survival involves 
questionable extrapolations. What little 
new information, if any, is obtained in 
these studies does not seem to us to be 
commensurate with the suffering in- 
flicted on the animals. There is little 
doubt that we need to know more about 
the physiological mechanisms involved 
in resisting starvation and about the 
pathological consequences of prolonged 
undernutrition, whether continuous or 
intermittent. We would certainly ap- 
prove for publication papers in which 
a great many pertinent correlations are 
studied in order to close the book, at 
least for a while, on death by starva- 
tion. But we find it difficult to approve 
of these piecemeal dissections which 
have resulted, and which will continue 
to result in perhaps dozens of papers, 
none of them definitive. 

JOHN R. BROBECK 
Department of Physiology, 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Medicine, Philadelphia 

JEAN MAYER 
Department of Nutrition, 
Harvard School of Public Health, 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Electronics and the Life Sciences 

In their article "Biomedical electron- 
ics: potentialities and problems" [Sci- 
ence 135, 198 (1962)], Robert Ledley 
and Lee Lusted argue the need for con- 
ditions which are more favorable to the 
development of "biomedical electron- 
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LABCONCO HOODED KJELDAHLS SAVE UP 

TO 4 TONS OF AIR CONDITIONING CAPACITY 
A 12-unit Kjeldahl produces up to 50,000 Btu's per hour. 
In air conditioned labs this heat loss could require as much 
as 4 tons of additional air conditioning capacity. Not so 
when you install a hooded Kjeldahl unit from Labconco. 
Heat and fumes are immediately exhausted to the outside 
-never affect the temperature of the lab. 

Labconco hooded Kjeldahls are modern, streamline in ap- 
pearance. The hood itself is made of formed metal, heavy 
resistant asbestos, and stainless steel hardware. The finish 
is baked enamel which can be painted in one of four standard 
colors or to your own specifications. 

Labconco hooded Kjeldahls are available in 6- and 12-unit 
models, with or without sash, gas or electric heat, variable heat 
controls, timers, and thermo water controls. For complete 
information on the right size and model to fit your needs, 
contact your dealer or write Labconco, 8805 S. Prospect, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

, LABORATORY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
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