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SCIENCE

Science for the Public

On 21 April, with all the fanfare the city can command, Seattle will
open the first world’s fair to be held in the U.S. for 23 years. Scientists
have a special interest, for science is given star billing with six and a
half acres of popular scientific exhibits. ;

Early in 1958, officers of the Seattle World’s Fair commission came
to Washington to explore the possibility of scientific cooperation in
planning for a fair that would emphasize the century ahead. Because
their initial plans looked good, we invited them -to return a few days
later; the Parliament of Science that the AAAS held in 1958 gave an
opportunity to let them meet representatives of scientific organizations
and agencies of government, including several of the men who had
planned the U.S. contributions to the scientific exhibits at the Brussels
World’s Fair of 1958. When the Seattle visitors asked if scientists
would be willing to help plan a large, popular, science exhibit, the
answer was Yes. The Brussels plans were not turning out as well as
had been hoped, and the scientists were confident that much better
popular exhibits could be designed. Thus a partnership was born. The
National Academy of Sciences, the National Science Foundation, and
the AAAS helped the fair commissioners to select a board of scien-
tific advisers. That board was quickly appointed and soon at work in
planning exhibits that they hoped would interest and inform several
million visitors to the fair.

Now, many headaches later, the fair is about to open. The headaches
came from a variety of sources. When Congress appropriated $9 mil-
lion for the U.S. Science Exhibit, managing responsibility was given
to a newly created office in the Department of Commerce; it should
have been assigned to an agency with scientific interests. The first board
of advisers was replaced by another, but partially overlapping, group
appointed by the Department of Commerce. The Commerce Depart-
ment staff was completely replaced when the administration changed
in January 1961. To fill gaps between appointments of a succession
of science coordinators, the National Science Foundation, the Bureau
of Standards, and the AAAS loaned staff members for periods of a:
few weeks to a few months. Not until the summer of 1961, when
Athelstan Spilhaus became director, was there a scientist in charge.

Throughout the whole venture, many scientists have contributed their
time and ideas with great generosity. Visitors to the fair will not . know
who was responsible for what they see, but science—in a generalized
sense—will be hurt if the exhibits are poor, or will benefit if the
exhibits are good. Many scientists have wanted to make certain that
the exhibits are good, and have worked hard toward that end.

A major purpose of any world’s fair is to attract dollars and visitors
to the city in which it is held. The fair in Seattle is no exception, and
so it will have something for everybody. Among the attractions, science
will be prominently displayed and spectacularly housed. The exhibits
might have profited from greater continuity of planning and less neces-
sity of final rushing. But visitors to the fair should find them interest-
ing, informative, and in some cases exciting presentations of scientific
principles, methods, and problems—a magnificent effort to increase the
public understanding of science.—D.W.



