ested in the quantitative approach to
various problems of animal and plant
physiology. As far as I know, he asso-
ciated the rise of sap in tall trees with
the pulling force generated by evapora-
tion from the leaves. Does not Hales’s
principle underlie Dixon and Joly’s as
well as Askenasy’s theory? ;

Almost a quarter of a millennium
has passed since Hales attacked the
problem which, as Scholander says,
still challenges “the experimental in-
genuity of future workers.” It is worth
while to remember that, according to
Hales, our thoughts should carry us
“a little farther than the plain evi-
dence of experiments will warrant . . .
otherwise we should make but very
slow advances in future discoveries.”
Is it experimental ingenuity or in-
genuity in conceptualization which now
is needed most?

SIGISMUND PELLER

164 East 81 Street, New York

Objeétivity and Responsibility

I enjoyed and appreciated the edi-
torial “The other fellows’ ball park”
[Science 134, 1163 (20 Oct. 1961)].
This touches one facet of a broader
problem. I observe regretfully that cer-
tain elements of the scientific com-
munity are so absorbed in presenting
the unprejudiced, objective viewpoint
that they often do great damage to
the democratic cause, usually by care-
less implication and omission. This is
usually attributable to their being far
‘better informed about the weaknesses
of our own system than they are about
the weaknesses of the competitive sys-
tem.

Of late, Science has been particu-
larly negligent about accepting re-
sponsibility for presenting a complete
picture. For instance, in “Soviet de-
fections: Conclusions of broad discon-
tent unwarranted” (“Science and the
news,” 20 Oct.), the last paragraph
is expressed exactly as I would expect
it to be stated in a Russian newspaper,
and no doubt Russian newspapers will
quote this material verbatim.

Science and scientists cannot divest
themselves of their national responsi-
bility to consider the net effect of their
expressions, particularly at this time
when our own citizens and people the

Meetings

Microbiology in Latin America

The second Latin-American and the

first Costa Rican national congresses of
microbiology were jointly held from
10 to 17 December 1961, in San José,
Costa Rica. The meeting was attended
by about 300 participants from 16 na-
tions, including 50 from England, Cana-
da, and the United States.

Listed in the scientific program were

more than 150 titles, encompassing the
following fields: general, medical, and
veterinary bacteriology; immunology;
helminthology; mycology; protozoology;
virology; phytopathology; and agricul-
tural and industrial microbiology. The
greatest interest was expressed in medi-
cal microbiology. Abstracts of papers
were published in a “General program
and résumé”; many of the individual
papers will appear in scientific journals.

Special symposia or panel sessions
focused on leishmaniasis, intestinal
parasitosis, microbial physiology and
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We invite your consideration of the following items:

NEW SARTORIUS BALANCES

A full line of new and redesigned analytical balances is
the exciting news from the famous Sartorius Works. One
new series—Series 2600—employs substitution weighing
and is offered in five models. Below is a capsule description
of one model. Ask us for complete details.

H-2430 Sartorius model 2601. Single pan, projection type.
This model offers maximum speed and modest sensitivity.
Values up to 10 grams are automatically projected on
screen. Capacity is 200 grams with =1 mg. accuracy
(other models down to £0.01 mg.).

Each e e i e e e e ... $810.00

o e e e .

T-LINE STIRRERS

We can suit your needs to a "T"” with our T-Line Stirrers.
There are 7 models from which to choose. Shown here. is
the popular Model 101, a variable speed unit:

H-59995 Model 101. Dial rheostat delivers speeds to 5000
r.p.m. Compact, only 8 high. Powerful enough to agitate
5 gal. of water. Has quiet duty 1/100 H.P. motor. Attractive
gray Hammertone and black enamel finish. With 67 st.
steel support rod. For 115 volts.

Each e e e e . ... %3400

H-60005 St. steel stirrer rod, 107, 3-bladed,
for above .
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world over are keenly aware of the role po N

of science in the present and future. .%H}A\Tv
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