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The letters in the volume deal with 
such diverse subjects as skin glands, 
fish scales, attempts at disproving spon- 
taneous generation, galls, structure of 
plant embryos, seeds and their germi- 
nation, eggs of crustaceans, develop- 
ment of silkworms, structure of wood, 
coffee beans, structure of teeth of ele- 
phants as well of pigs, oxen, and, men, 
and squinting and prenatal influence. 
The weight of all the extensive ap- 
paratus that makes the book so valu- 
able as a work of reference can sup- 
press neither the freshness of van Leeu- 
wenhoek's observations nor the vivid- 
ness with which he described them. 
The letters merit the attention given 
them in this great compendium, and, 
as important, they are in themselves 
wonderful to read. 
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