Taylor and Pfeiffer Win
AAAS-Westinghouse Awards

The $1000 AAAS-Westinghouse Sci-
ence Writing Awards for 1961 will go
to Rennie Taylor, of the Associated
Press’s San Francisco bureau, and John
Pfeiffer, a free-lance writer from New
Hope, Pa. William Hines, of the Wash-
ington, D.C., Evening Star, received his
third consecutive honorable mention in
the newspaper field, and, in recognition
of his consistent meritorious contribu-
tions, was also granted a special citation
and $500 award. An honorable mention
citation also went to A. C. B. Lovell,
director of the Jodrell Bank Experi-
mental Station and professor of radio
astronomy at the University of Man-
chester (England), for magazine writ-
ing.

Taylor’s three-part series, entitled
“Sun, Space and Stars: The New Per-
spective Beckons Mankind,” outlined
the expanding knowledge man is gain-
ing of the universe through recent pene-
tration into space. The entry, which
appeared in newspapers from coast to
coast, was the last major story he filed
for the Associated Press prior to his
retirement. A native of Ponca, Nebr.,
Taylor began his newspaper career at
the age of 19. He joined the AP in
Denver in 1923, and began his specialty
of science writing in 1937.

Pfeiffer’s prize-winning article, “DNA:
master substance of life,” appeared
in the December 1960 issue of Natural
History. It described the properties of
deoxyribonucleic acid. Born in New
York in 1914, Pfeiffer has been writing
about science since 1936, when he
graduated from Yale and joined News-
week as a science researcher. He later
became science director of the Colum-
bia Broadcasting System, and has been
free-lancing for the past 10 years. His
articles have appeared in the New York
Times Magazine, Fortune, Science, and
numerous other publications. His books
include The Human Brain, The Chang-
ing Universe: A Story of Radio As-
tronomy, and From Galaxies to Man.
His latest book, The Thinking Machine,
will be published early in 1962.

Hines won honorable mention in the
newspaper category for the third con-
secutive year, the latest citation being
for a 15-part series, “Operation Moon,”
an evaluation of the government pro-
gram to reach the moon in the 1960’.
The series appeared in the Washington
Evening Star from 10 to 24 September
1961.
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Lovell’s article, “Listening to the
universe,” appeared in the 15 October
1960 issue of the Saturday Evening
Post. The entry, published as a part of
the Post’s “Adventures of the Mind”
series, described how large radio tele-
scopes are tuning in on billion-year-old
signals from outer space to probe new
mysteries of the universe.

The board of judges, representing the
fields of journalism, science, and edu-
cation, was chaired by Morris Meister,
president of Bronx Community College.
Other members were: Walter G. Bar-
low, president of Opinion Research
Corporation; Norman Cousins, editor
of the Saturday Review; Geoffrey Ed-
sall, superintendent of the Institute of
Laboratories in the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health; Earl Eng-
lish, dean of the University of Missouri’s
School of Journalism; and Ralph Mec-
Gill, publisher of the Atlanta Constitu-
tion.

The awards, made possible by a
grant from the Westinghouse Educa-
tional Foundation, were established to
give recognition and encouragement to
outstanding science writing; to stimulate
public interest in science; and to foster
a deeper understanding of science by
the general public. The prizes will be
presented on 27 December in Denver,
Colorado, during the annual meeting
of the AAAS.

Announcements

An electronic monitoring system, ca-
pable of measuring pilot and aircraft
reactions to flight in 6 seconds, has
been successfully tested by the U.S. Air
Force. The system, consisting of two
ground-based consoles, monitors im-
pulses from physiological and aeronau-
tical sensors and transducers that have
been placed on the pilot and in strategic
parts of -the plane. The impulses, ra-
dioed to a station on the ground, are
amplified and sent by microwave relay
to the Air Force Flight Test Center.
The information is then fed into a com-
puter and displayed on the consoles,
revealing the pilot’s breathing rate, re-
action time, blood pressure, heart beat,
body temperature, and volume of air
breathed. The new system also indicates
attitudes and strains on the airplane, in-
cluding speed, pitch, roll, yaw, skin
temperature, wing flutter and strain,
and susceptibility to stall. Previous
monitoring systems, . which .recorded

performance data of both pilot and air-
plane on tape, required time-consuming
evaluation before flight stress could be
determined. (Maj. R. M. Dudley, Office
of Information, Edwards AFB, Calif.)

The National Cancer Institute has
established a virology research re-
sources branch to administer and de-
velop studies on viruses as a possible
cause of human cancer. The new unit,
headed by Harvey 1. Scudder, will use
contracts to support the development
of special materials needed for virus-
cancer research, such as tissue-culture
cell lines, virus-detection agents, special
experimental animals, and normal and
malignant human tissue.

An International Society for Research
in Stereoencephalotomy—a type of
brain surgery—has been established
with E. A. Spiegel, professor of neurol-
ogy at Temple University School of
Medicine, as president. The transactions
of the society will appear in Confinia
Neurologica, published in Basel, Swit-
zerland. (H. T. Wycis, Secretary, 3401
N. Broad St., Philadelphia 40, Pa.)

Detailed results of a 1957 survey on
scientific research and development ex-
penditures of nonprofit organizations
have been released by the National
Science Foundation. The report covers
private philanthropic foundations, vol-
untary health agencies, independent
nonprofit research institutes, certain
federal-contract research centers, pro-
fessional and technical societies, science
museums, zoological and botanical gar-
dens, and arboretums. (Superintendent
of Documents, G.P.O., Washington 25,
D.C. $0.45)

Universities, museums, and research
institutions interested in undertaking
research in Nubia, Africa, are invited
to submit detailed plans on anthropo-
logical, archeological, historical, paleon-
tological, geological, or other research
projects. (U.S. National Commission
for UNESCO, Department of State,
Washington 25, D.C.)

The 1960 microfilm edition of Sci-
ence has been completed and is available
in two reels. The year 1960 is priced at
$11.75; 1959, at $10.95; and 1958, at
$9.85. The entire set from 1883 through
1957 is available at $812. Individual
out-of-print copies may also be obtained
in Xerox form. (University Microfilms,
Ann Arbor, Michigan)
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Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

Applications are being accepted for
Princeton University’s fellowships and
research assistantships in plastics, lead-
ing to the M.S. and Ph.D. in engineer-
ing. Applicants must hold a bachelor’s
degree in engineering or physical sci-
ence. Fellowships carry stipends of
$1500 to $2100 plus tuition and fees;
half-time research assistantships provide
$2450 per academic year. (Louis F.
Rahm, Plastics Laboratory, Princeton
University, Princeton, N.J.)

The U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
is offering special fellowships in nuclear
science and engineering for graduates
in chemistry, engineering, mathematics,
or physics. Twelve-month stipends are
$1800, $2000, and $2200 for first-,
intermediate-, and terminal-year gradu-
ates, respectively. Tuition, fees, and
dependency and travel allowances are
provided. Appointees will study at one
of 56 selected universities having gradu-
ate programs in nuclear energy. Dead-
line: 5 January 1962. (NSE Fellowship
Office, Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear
Studies, P.O. Box 117, Oak Ridge,
Tenn.)

Students holding a professional or
bachelor’s degree are eligible to apply
for fellowships in the graduate institute
for world affairs, recently established at
Ohio State University. The institute’s
program, sponsored by the Mershon
Center on Education in National Secu-
rity, will include seminars, conferences,
and lectures in anthropology, econom-
ics, geography, history, political sci-
ence, and sociology, as related to world
affairs. The first conference, to be held
from 30 November to 2 December,
will concern the role of the military in
Middle-East society and government.
(Coordinator, Graduate Institute for
World Affairs, 1659 N. High St., Co-
lumbus 10)

Ohio State University is offering a
$2500 award for the best book-length
manuscript on national security, estab-
lished to create an awareness of the
problems of national security and to
stimulate ideas which will contribute
to their solution. Manuscripts need not
be limited to a discussion of the mili-
tary threat, but may be a treatment of
economic, political, ideological, scien-
tific, or diplomatic aspects of the prob-
lem. The winning manuscript will be

- 1744

published by the university press; roy-
alties will be paid to the author. Dead-
line: 2 April 1962. (Mershon Commit-
tee, Ohio State University Press, 164
W. 19th Ave., Columbus 10)

A program of annual achievement
awards in mental retardation has been
established by the Joseph P. Kennedy
Jr. Memorial Foundation. Individual
awards, ranging from $5000 to $25,000,
will be presented to stimulate young
scientists to enter the field, and to rec-
ognize accomplishments of senior sci-
entists already working on mental re-
tardation. The foundation proposes to
spend up to $250,000 annually on the
awards. (Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foun-
dation, 230 Park Ave., New York 17)

Scientists in the News

Robert H. Felix, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health, and
Thomas B. Nolan, director of the U.S.
Geological Survey, will receive 1961
Rockefeller Public Service awards.

The following medical scientists have
been appointed as U.S. representatives
to study research activities in Soviet
scientific centers:

William J. Zukel and John D. Turner,
of the National Heart Institute.

Urie Bronsenbrenner, of Cornell’s
department of child development and
family relationships.

Paul H. Densen, of the New York
City health department.

Robert Dyar, of the California State
Department of Public Health.

Philip Lee, of Palo Alto Medical
Clinic and Stanford University School
of Medicine.

Samuel Seely, on leave from Case
Institute of Technology where he is
professor of electrical engineering, has
been named head of the National Sci-
ence Foundation’s recently established
engineering section. The new 'section
replaces the foundation’s engineering
sciences program office.

Irvine H. Page, of the Cleveland
(Ohio) Clinic, has been elected to the
Brazilian Academy of Science.

Guy Suits, vice president and direc-
tor of research at General Electric Com-
pany, will receive the 1962 Industrial
Research Institute Medal.

Albert V. Crewe, associate professor
in the University of Chicago’s depart-
ment of physics and the Enrico Fermi
Institute for Nuclear Studies, has been
appointed director of the university’s
Argonne National Laboratory. Crewe,
director of Argonne’s particle accelera-
tor division since 1958, succeeds Nor-
man Hilberry, who is retiring.

Nathaniel F. Barr, of the Sloan-Ket-
tering Institute, and Melvin P. Stul-
berg, of Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory, have joined the biology branch
in the U.S. Atomic Energy Commis-
sion’s division of biology and medicine.

R. D. Stuart, bacteriologist and direc-
tor of the Provincial Laboratory of
Public Health at the University of Al-
berta (Canada), has won the 10th an-
nual Kimble Methodology award. The
$1000 prize, sponsored by Kimble
Glass Company, was awarded for his
development of a new transport medium
for bacteriological specimens.

Recent Deaths

Albert L. Andrews, 82; emeritus pro-
fessor of Germanic philology at Cor-
nell, and honorary curator of bryologi-
cal collections at the university’s Wie-
gand Herbarium; 1 Nov.

Harold F. Corson, 63; head of neu-
ropsychiatric service at Mount Alto
Veterans Hospital in Washington, D.C.;
7 Nov.

Louise Kelley, 67; retired professor
of chemistry at Goucher College in Bal-
timore, and former technical aide with
the U.S. Office of Scientific Research
and Development; 12 Nov.

Harold E. Saunders, 70; technical
consultant to the chief of the Navy
Bureau of Ships, and former director
of the Navy’s David Taylor Model
Basin; 11 Nov.

Winford H. Smith, 84; director of
the Johns Hopkins Hospital from 1911
to 1946; 13 Nov.

Wilmer G. Stover, 80; emeritus pro-
fessor of botany and plant pathology at
Ohio State University; 3 Nov.

William B. Tisdale, 71; emeritus pro-
fessor and former head of the depart-
ment of plant pathology at the Uni-
versity of Florida; 26 Oct.

Luther E. Woodward, 64; senior com-
munity mental health representative for
the New York State Department of
Mental Hygiene since 1954; 9 Nov.
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