
Food for Peace: Ten Nations To 

Use Surplus To Aid Development 

The Administration this week could 
point to some small but significant 
achievements in its efforts to change 
American farm surplus from a domes- 
tic burden to a foreign policy asset. 

The change is not coming easily, for 
the goal of disposing of surplus has 
been dominant in American food pro- 
grams since the current basic program 
was established in 1954. Nevertheless, 
the principal innovation of the new Ad- 
ministration in regard to foreign use of 
foods is now taking on considerable sig- 
nificance in the over-all program. This 
is the use of food for encouraging the 
developing nations to undertake eco- 
nomic development projects that re- 
quire large-scale manpower and rela- 
tively little material and equipment. 

Under programs now in effect in ten 
countries, food is being used in par- 
tial payment for labor on projects such 
as land clearing, reforestation, irriga- 
tion, road building, and school con- 
struction. In all cases, the workers re- 
ceive cash payments in addition to food. 

The 500,000 tons of food now com- 
mitted to the program is a relatively 
modest portion of the foods that are 
available for shipment abroad, but it 
represents the amount that Food for 
Peace officials feel can be profitably ab- 
sorbed for the time being. Funds car- 
ried over from previous years, along 
with the vast annual increments in avail- 
able foods, provide the program with 
virtually unlimited resources, they point 
out. What is limited, however, is the 
ability of recipient countries to organ- 
ize activities in which this abundance 
of food can be employed to develop re- 
sources that will in turn help them to 
stand on their own feet. 

In a memorandum directing Ameri- 
can missions abroad to seek to stimu- 
late interest in this program, the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration 
pointed out that "food should be of- 
fered only for projects which will en- 
hance social and economic development 
and which are technically sound." Such 
projects, it has been found, are not 
easily arranged, and in this area, as in 
many others, the Administration is find- 
ing that the recognition of a problem 
and the desire to do something about 
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it often still leave a satisfactory solu- 
tion a long way off. 

The impetus to use food for econom- 
ic development came from the fact that 
many of the developing nations lack 
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the capital to undertake simple projects 
that could play an important role in 
their economic development. Not sur- 
prisingly, it is apparent, they also lack 
the supervisory personnel and organiza- 
tion needed to take advantage of this 
program. The program's growth will 
be more related to developing nations' 
ability to absorb this assistance than 
to the willingness of the United States 
to provide it. 

While the economic development pro- 
gram is being pushed hard by Food for 
Peace, the programs that are based on 
providing food simply to alleviate hun- 
ger are sending more tonnage abroad 
this year than in any previous year. Ef- 
forts are also being made to use some 
of this food to assist farmers while they 
are clearing new acreage or developing 
breeding stock. There are also school 
lunch programs that are designed to 
provide better nutrition for children, 
and also, to lure them to school. 

In terms of tonnage, these efforts to 
promote development with food are 
small, but they reflect a determination 
to make imaginative use of our farm 
abundance. 

Mental Retardation: The President's 

Concern Will Broaden Research 

The sorrowful implications of men- 
tal retardation are in the personal ex- 
perience of President Kennedy, whose 
sister Rosemary has long been institu- 
tionalized. Last week, at a news con- 
ference dominated by the international 
crisis, Kennedy devoted several minutes 
to drawing the nation's attention to the 
imbalance between the problem of men- 
tal retardation and efforts to cope with 
it. From the forum that he chose and 
the feeling that he put into his words, 
it is evident that Kennedy was not em- 
ploying presidential hyperbole when he 
stated that the subject "is a matter of 
the greatest possible interest to me." 

In his press conference announce- 
ment and in a longer statement issued 
by the White House, Kennedy pointed 
out that mental retardation at present 
afflicts 5 million Americans and that 
by 1970 an additional 1 million will be 
added to this group. These figures, he 
explained, far outweigh the number of 
persons suffering from many diseases 
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ident noted, mental retardation affects 
10 times as many persons as diabetes, 
20 times as many as tuberculosis, 25 
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times as many as muscular dystrophy, 
and 600 times as many as infantile 
paralysis. Nevertheless, expenditures for 
research have remained relatively mod- 
est, and, of more immediate concern, 
facilities for the care of mentally retard- 
ed persons are overburdened. The state 
institutions, he continued, average 367 
patients above their rated capacities and 
have waiting lists averaging 340. For 
the 160,000 patients in the public in- 
stitutions, there are only 500 full-time 
physicians. 

To develop an expanded program of 
research into all phases of mental re- 
tardation, the President said, he would 
seek recommendations from a panel of 
outstanding persons in a variety of 
fields. The 24-member group, which 
was announced on Monday, is headed 
by Leonard Mayo, executive director of 
the Association for the Aid of Crip- 
pled Children, of New York. It is ex- 
pected to present its recommendations 
to the President before the end of 
next year. In the meantime, the Presi- 
dent would seek to double the $10.5 
million that the National Institutes of 
Health spent in this field last year. 

Since Congress has no tendency to 
argue about money for medical re- 
search, the President's concern is cer- 
tain to be reflected in a greatly expand- 
ed program in the near future. 

Soviet Defections: Conclusions of 

Broad Discontent Unwarranted 

The defection of two Soviet scientists 
during the past 3 months has stimulated 
speculation in the press about the state 
of morale among Soviet scientists. West- 
ern scientists who are acquainted with 
their Soviet counterparts caution, how- 
ever, that there are no grounds for 
doubting that the vast majority of Sovi- 
et scientists are well satisfied with their 
regime. These observers add that the 
defections are no more significant than 
the few cases involving Westerners seek- 
ing refuge in the Soviet Union. 

The latest defection involved a 35- 
year-old biochemist, Alexei Golub, who 
received asylum in the Netherlands last 
week. Golub said he sought refuge be- 
cause his superiors had interfered with 
his researches into the removal of stron- 
tium-90 from the human body. Last 
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August, Mikhail A. Klotchko, a Soviet 
chemist who holds the Order of Lenin 
and the Stalin Prize, took refuge in 
Canada, also protesting against what he 
described as interference with his work. 
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