ies of national character as their con-
tribution to the war effort. Their reports
dealt mainly with the United States,
Japan, and Russia, but some of the
lesser nations were included as well.
Drawing on a tradition of culture and
personality studies done in primitive
societies, they sparked a massive up-
surge of interest in the study of na-
tional differences stated in psychologi-
cal terms.

In this first of a series of surveys of
research in the social sciences to be
conducted with UNESCO support, two
Dutch social scientists, Duijker and
Frijda, assess what has been and what
needs to be done in the study of na-
tional character. They review the con-
fusing array of currently used ap-
proaches and conclude that the most
distinctive and sound attack requires
that we treat national character literally
as the pattern of personality characteris-
tics present in a given population. Only
thus can we avoid confusing it with the
people’s history, their politics, or their
institutions. This, of course, requires
the use of psychological “tests” or
measures which are valid cross-cultural-
ly, and our guides to the literature make
it clear that there are not many which
can qualify. It will be no great surprise,
therefore, that Duijker and Frijda re-
port that social psychologists have not
yet, for even one country let alone for
any set of nations, systematically de-
scribed the distribution of personality
characteristics in the population and as-
sessed wherein the pattern is common
or distinctive. The methods for such
study are now more or less in hand,
however, and we are convinced that
with fuller resources the important fac-
tual questions facing the field can be
answered. We cannot be equally confi-
dent that we will explain what produces
differences in the psychological compo-
sition of populations—assuming such
differences exist—or what consequences
they have in social action.

There is a valuable bibliography of
almost 1000 items. The bibliography,
and several chapters which focus rather
intently on a detailed review of the lit-
erature, make this essentially a special-
ist’s book. Nevertheless, the presenta-
tion is very well organized, and the
style commendably simple and lucid.
The book will be read with interest by
anyone willing to open his mind to the
prospect of a scientific study of national
differences.

ALEX INKELES
Russian Research Center,
Harvard University
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Bulletin of Technical-Economic Infor-
mation. State Scientific-Technical Com-
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tional de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris,
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The New Media in Education. A re-
port of the Western Regional Conference
on Education Media Research, held at
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Jack V. Edling, Ed. Sacramento State Col-
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108 pp. $0.50.

New York Academy of Sciences. An-
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pp. 819-935. vol. 92, art. 2, “In vitro and
in vivo effects of amino buffers,” Franklin
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Perspectives on the Conant Report.
Social Science Research Center of the
Graduate School. Univ. of Minnesota,
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Proceedings of the Uranium Carbide
Meeting. TID-7603. Oak Ridge National
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Protozoan Parasites of Domestic Ani-
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gess, Minneapolis, Minn., 1961. 415 pp.
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Rocket and Missile Technology. Chemi-
cal Engineering Progress Symposium
Series, No. 33, vol. 57, 1961. G. C. Szego,
Ed. American Inst. of Chemical Engi-
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Scientific Resources in the Washington,
D.C., Area, Directory, 1961-62. Science
Bureau Metropolitan Washington Board
of Trade, Washington 6, D.C. 63 pp.
1llus. $2.

Scientists’ Approaches to Information.
ACRL Monograph, No. 24. Melvin J.
Voigt. American Library Assoc., Chicago,
IIl., 1961. 88 pp. $2.50. Reports a project
carried out in Scandinavia to obtain in-
formation for planning the organization
of scientific information and bibliographi-
cal aids.

Symposium on Microstructure of Pro-
teins. C. G. Overberger et al. Interscience,
New York, 1961. 175 pp. Illus. Presented
at the 138th meeting of the American
Chemical Society, September 1960; origi-
nally published in Journal of Polymer
Science (44, No. 151).
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in the United States. An exploratory study
by an ad hoc Citizens Committee. Robert
H. Hamlin, Director. Schoolmasters’ Press,
New York 27, 1961. 87 pp. $1.

U.S. Office of Education. Reports. No.
OE-22012, “Influence of voter turnout on
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F. Carter and William G. Savard, 37 pp.,
$0.20. No. OE-54016, “Doctoral study,
fellowship and capacity of graduate
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No. OE-56006, “Enrollment and degrees in
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tion, September, 1960,” Henry S. Brunner,
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Health Papers, No. 6, “Ionizing radiation
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