
ies of national character as their con- 
tribution to the war effort. Their reports 
dealt mainly with the United States, 
Japan, and Russia, but some of the 
lesser nations were included as well. 
Drawing on a tradition of culture and 
personality studies done in primitive 
societies, they sparked a massive up- 
surge of interest in the study of na- 
tional differences stated in psychologi- 
cal terms. 

In this first of a series of surveys of 
research in the social sciences to be 
conducted with UNESCO support, two 
Dutch social scientists, Duijker and 
Frijda, assess what has been and what 
needs to be done in the study of na- 
tional character. They review the con- 
fusing array of currently used ap- 
proaches and conclude that the most 
distinctive and sound attack requires 
that we treat national character literally 
as the pattern of personality characteris- 
tics present in a given population. Only 
thus can we avoid confusing it with the 
people's history, their politics, or their 
institutions. This, of course, requires 
the use of psychological "tests" or 
measures which are valid cross-cultural- 
ly, and our guides to the literature make 
it clear that there are not many which 
can qualify. It will be no great surprise, 
therefore, that Duijker and Frijda re- 
port that social psychologists have not 
yet, for even one country let alone for 
any set of nations, systematically de- 
scribed the distribution of personality 
characteristics in the population and as- 
sessed wherein the pattern is common 
or distinctive. The methods for such 
study are now more or less in hand, 
however, and we are convinced that 
with fuller resources the important fac- 
tual questions facing the field can be 
answered. We cannot be equally confi- 
dent that we will explain what produces 
differences in the psychological compo- 
sition of populations-assuming such 
differences exist-or what consequences 
they have in social action. 

There is a valuable bibliography of 
almost 1000 items. The bibliography, 
and several chapters which focus rather 
intently on a detailed review of the lit- 
erature, make this essentially a special- 
ist's book. Nevertheless, the presenta- 
tion is very well organized, and the 
style commendably simple and lucid. 
The book will be read with interest by 
anyone willing to open his mind to the 
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