(chapter 6). The coverage is compre-
hensive and the treatment is in general
clear. Although the discussion is quite
terse in several instances, it will repay
the efforts of the initiate.

The second part of the book is de-
voted to a discussion of crystalline or-
ganic structures, ranging from com-
pounds of low molecular weight (chapter
7, 661 references) to crystalline and fi-
brous macromolecular substances (chap-
ters 7 and 8). The survey is intended
to be comprehensive up to the end of
June 1958, and in some cases to June
1959. Many useful figures which rep-
resent the stereochemistry and dimen-
sions of organic molecules are included.
A section summarizes the information
on bond lengths in organic molecules.
In some cases the discussion of struc-
tures is somewhat superficial, but this
is perhaps understandable in view of
the large amount of material covered.

This book arrives at an opportune
time. The technique of x-ray structure
analysis of large and complex organic
molecules is beginning to emerge as
one of the more important methods of
unraveling their architecture. For those
in this field who are concerned with
structural and related problems, this
book should provide a good introduc-
tion to the x-ray diffraction method and
a useful reference to the work which
has been done.

S. KrRiMmM
Department of Physics,
University of Michigan
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Scientific Russian Guide. Handbook for
students and professionals interested
in scientific Russian. Mary A. Emery
and Serge A. Emery. McGraw-Hill,
New York, 1961. 191 pp. $4.50.

This manual offers elementary sci-
ence readings for students who have
completed approximately a year of
Russian language at the college level.
There are 40 readings of about 200 to
300 words each: 15 biographies of
famous Russian scientists and inventors,
12 selections on various topics in math-
ematics and physics, 9 abstracts from
Soviet journals, and 4 selections that
contain some interesting predictions.
All but the last four readings are ac-
companied by a few questions in Rus-
sian and by an extensive on-the-spot
word list with idiomatic, and generally
good, translations.
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Appendix materials, which will be
useful to some, include expressions
often encountered in scientific texts,
translations of isolated phrases and
clauses lifted from contemporary tech-
nical texts, a list of chemical elements,
and the equivalents of weights and
measures. The end vocabulary is ade-
quate for most of the book, though the
authors have not succeeded (despite
their claim) in including “all the words
used in this textbook.” This is especially
true of the last four readings.

In general, the readings are related
to applied physics, with some attention
paid to chemistry and mathematics.
Aside from material in the biographies,
little, if any, attention is given to biology
(and medicine), astronomy, or geology.

All in all, this is an excellent, practi-
cal textbook which students at the
mentioned level should find helpful.

NorMAN HENLEY
Johns Hopkins University
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