
would have been awkward for the 
White House to refuse to send a rou
tine message of greeting. Such messages 
frequently go to groups, the U.S. Cham
ber of Commerce, for example, whose 
political views do not coincide with 
the Administration's. It is less clear 
why HEW should have let its name be 
used to give an aura of official spon
sorship to the conference. A more se
rious problem, though, is the con
nection of these organizations with ele
ments in the Defense Department, 
since it is not entirely inconceivable 
that officers indoctrinated by the For
ward Strategists could arrange the trig
gering of a preventive war whether the 
civilian political leaders want it or not. 

The Administration is faced with del
icate and interesting problems in deal
ing with this whole situation, some of 
which will be discussed in this space 
next week.—H.M. 

A Lack of Enthusiasm in Detroit 

No industry—least of all the much-
berated American automobile industry 
—likes to concede either that its prod
uct may be less than wholly beneficial 
to public well-being or that it is a suit
able object for federal regulation. 

Perhaps this explains the auto 
makers' curious reaction to suggestions 
that they take an inexpensive, and ap
parently effective, step toward reducing 
the contaminants that are deposited into 
the air by the conventional gasoline 
engine. 

The industry is going to take the 
step, says a spokesman for the Auto
mobile Manufacturers Association, but 
only, says the spokesman, because it is 
easier to do that than to convince the 
public that the industry is the victim of 
some well-intentioned but misinformed 
do-gooders. 

Under pressure from a variety of 
sources, and an outright 1964 deadline 
from the Department of Health, Edu
cation, and Welfare, the manufacturers 
are on the way to adopting as standard 
equipment so-called blow-by devices. 
These are designed to reduce substan
tially the quantity of unburned gasoline 
that slips past the piston rings and into 
the air through the crankcase breather. 
The devices vary, but, according to the 
industry, they cost $4 to $6.50, in
stalled, in California, where the indus
try, under pressure from the legisla
ture, has "voluntarily" made them 
standard equipment over the past year. 

Basically, the devices consist of a 
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tube that routes crankcase fumes back 
to the engine, where they are burned. 

Unaffected by this device is the ex
haust pipe, which emits an estimated 
70 percent of automotive fumes. Its 
control is a far more complex, and far 
costlier, task. 

Governmental attention, at present, is 
directed to the crankcase fumes, for 
these are now considered to be man
ageable. The Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare says it will not 
"blackjack" the industry into prompt 
efforts at control, and Secretary Ribi-
coff was willing to set his deadline for 
the 1964 models. At the same time, 
Senator Neuberger said that if the 
deadline is not met, she will introduce 
legislation to make blow-by control 
mandatory. HEW has conveniently 
drafted a bill for her, and it is on hand 
in her files as a warning to industry. 

Without any apparent enthusiasm, 
the manufacturers concede that they 
are going ahead with plans to test and 
produce the device in time for the 
deadline, although the federal govern
ment is satisfied with currently avail
able devices and requires them as 
standard equipment on all cars pur
chased for its civilian agencies. 

For a group that has never hesitated 
in the past to tout production changes, 
real or imaginary, the auto industry 
has been strangely silent in public about 
the blow-by device, which, at extremely 
moderate cost, holds out the promise 
of considerable public benefit. 

The industry has cited difficulties 
with one model that incorporated a 
blow-by device, but the California Mo
tor Vehicle Pollution Control Board 
has been told that in Los Angeles blow-
by devices have been found trouble-
free after 2.5 million miles of testing. 

The auto industry insists, however, 
that "conditions are unique" in Cali
fornia, and that the device will be of 
little benefit elsewhere. In addition, at 
even $4 per car, the industry points 
out, the device will boost the retail 
price of a year's production by $25 
million. 

In any event, this modestly priced 
device, beneficial or not, has stirred the 
industry out of proportion to its cost or 
the mechanical problems involved. 

In view of various proposals for 
federal action to require manufacturers 
to put more emphasis on public well-
being in their designs-—for example, 
seat belts as standard equipment—it is 
not surprising that anything resembling 
an opening wedge would be cooly re
ceived. 

Announcements 

One of the objectives of the Soviet 
Union's 1958-1965 Seven Year Plan 
for the improvement of public health 
is a 350-percent increase in the produc
tion of drugs, medical supplies, and 
equipment for medical research. Ac
cording to the Soviet report New Tech
nology in Medicine (1960), now avail
able in English, the U.S.S.R. has two 
institutes organized solely to coordinate 
these efforts, plus special bureaus to de
velop and modernize medical equip
ment. The report, translated by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, dis
cusses new developments in diagnostic 
procedures, modern therapeutic appara
tus, "mechanized" surgery, prostheses, 
and new medical materials. (Office of 
Technical Services, USDC, Washington 
25, D.C. $1.25) 

The following publications on the 
nation's human resources have been 
released by the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare: 

Health, Education, and Welfare 
Trends. Presents annual data on devel
opments and needs for the several past 
decades and projections to the 1970's 
($1). 

Handbook on Programs of the US, 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. This includes program analy
ses and 5-year summaries of statistics 
showing the program dimensions and 
trends ($1.75). 

Grants4n-Aid and Other Financial 
Assistance Programs. Contains statisti
cal and other information on all such 
programs administered by the depart
ment ($1.50). 

A group of Russian scientists have 
arrived in England to discuss solid-state 
physics research with their British coun
terparts. This is the first in a series of 
exchange visits between the two coun
tries, being arranged under an agree
ment signed last May, for collaboration 
on peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

A new "literature-searching" service 
in science and technology, initiated by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, pro
vides a subscriber with (i) a bibliog
raphy of current material in his field at 
designated intervals, or (ii) a bibliog
raphy of all pertinent material avail
able at the time of request. The bibliog
raphies are compiled from government 
research reports, unclassified and de
classified AEC reports, technical trans-
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lations and government-owned patents, 
and nlaterial from the science and 
technology section of the Library of 
Congress. The fee for the service is $8 
per hour. (USDC, Office of Technical 
Services, Washington 25, D.C.) 

Meeting Notes 

An international syniposiun~ on 
plant tissue and organ c~xlture will be 
held at the University of Delhi from 22. 
to 29 December. The synlposium is 
jointly sponsored by the university and 
the UNESCO South Asia Science Coop- 
eration Office in New Delhi. (P. Ma- 
heshwari, University of Delhi, Delhi, 
India) 

An international conference on the 
use of radioisotopes in animal biology 
and the medical sciences will be held in 
Mexico City from 21 November to 
1 December. (Conference Secretariat, 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
Kaerntnerring 11, Vienna, Austria) 

The first symposium on radioecoIogy, 
sponsored by the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, Colorado State University, and 
the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences, will be held at the university 
from 10 to 15 September. The confer- 
ence will cover fallout, disposal of 
atomic wastes, residual radioactivity 
near weapon-testing sites, and peaceful 
uses of atomic energy. (Lewis B. 
Thomas, Tnforn~ation Service, Colo- 
rado State University, Fort Collins, 
Colorado) 

An interdisciplinary synlposiu~n on 
the "expanding goals of genetics in psy- 
chiatry (1936-1961)" will be held in 
New York on 27 and 28 October, in 
conjunction with the sixth annual meet- 
ing of the Eastern Psychiatric Research 
Association. The program will cover 
functions and future objectives of a 
genetics department in the psychiatric 
area; past and present research activi- 
ties in psychiatric and behavioral ge- 
netics; and recent advances in basic 
genetics. (Franz J. Kallmann, New 
York State Psychiatric Institute, 722 
W. 168th St., New York 32) 

A conference on mathematical mod- 
els in the social and behavioral sciences 
will be held 2-5 Nov. at Cambria, 
Calif., under the auspices of the Western 
Management Science Institute, UCLA. 
Technical papers in psychology, sociol- 
ogy, business administration, political 

science, economics, n~athen~atics. and 
biology will be presented and discussed. 
Contributions should report empirical 
findings and indicate possible ap- 
proaches to the empirical testing of the 
model or theory. Topics in interperson- 
al and group behavior. and personality, 
theory, especially in its in~plications for 
social interaction, are of particular inter- 
est. (Fred Massarik, co-chairman, Math- 
ematical Models Conference, Graduate 
School of Business Administration, 
University of California, Los Angeles 
74) 

The first inter-American conference 
on congenital defects, with participants 
from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, 
will be held 22-24 January 1962 at the 
Statler Hotel, Los Angeles. (Stanley E. 
Henwood, International Medical Con- 
gress, 120 Broadway. Room 3013, 
New Yol-k 5)  

A l-day symposium on the use of 
high power accelerators in space sci- 
ence, research, and industry will be held 
on 13 October in New York. The sym- 
posium is the first in a series to be spon- 
sored by Radiation Dynamics, Inc., a 
manufacturer of accelerators. (Radia- 
tion Dynamics, Inc.. Westbury, N.Y.) 

An international seminar on instruc- 
tional television will be held at Purdue 
University fro111 8 to 18 October. Plen- 
ary sessions on 8, 9, 10, and 18 Octo- 
ber will be open to the public. From 11 
to 17 October there will be a series of 
work sessions on developments in edu- 
cational television in the various coun- 
tries n here television has been used as 
a teaching medium. (U.S. Sational 
Con~n~ission for UNESCO, Depart- 
ment of State, Washington 25, D.C.) 

Courses 

A 3-year graduate training program 
in cardiology has been designed for 
physicians interested in an academic 
career in medicine. It conlbines courses 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology with experience in laboratory 
and clinical research, and in clinical 
cardiology at the New England Center 
Hospital. (M. S. Raben, New England 
Center Hospital, 171 Harrison Ave., 
Boston 1 1 ) 

A course in urologic radiology will 
be given at the University of Minne- 
so ta '~  Center for Continuation Study. 
6-10 November. (W. Albert Sullivan, 

Jr., University of Minnesota Medical 
School, 1342 Mayo Memorial, Minne- 
apolis 14) 

A new radiotherapy training program 
has been inaugurated at the Stanford 
School of Medicine. The program, cor- 
related with a newly established radio- 
therapy research ward and radiobiology 
research program, takes 3 years; an op- 
tional fourth year may be taken at an- 
other institution. Prerequisites include 
one year's internship. Additional expe- 
rience, particularly in surgery or  pathol- 
ogy, is desirable. (Henry S. Kaplan, 
Department of Radiology, Stanford 
Medical Center, 300 Pasteur Drive, 
Palo Alto, Calif.) 

Scientists in the News 

James A. Van Allen, chairman of the 
department of physics and astronomy 
at the State University of Iowa, will re- 
ceive the Franklin Institute's Elliott 
Cresson medal for his discovery of the 
radiation belts around the earth which 
bear his name. 

Two recent Fulbright grants: 
Robert E. Holland will do research 

at the Institute of Physics at the Uni- 
versity of Helsinki, Finland. 

Robert Vandenbosch will do research 
at the Tnstitute for Theoretical Physics, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Both men are staff nlenlbers of the 
Argonne National Laboratory. 

Recent staff appointments at the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Adn3inis- 
tration: 

Thomas F. Dixon, chemical engineer 
and vice-president for research and en- 
gineering of North American Aviation's 
Rocketdyne Division, has been named 
director of NASA's Office of Launch 
Vehicle Programs. 

Frank B. Voris, director of the Avia- 
tion Medicine Technical Division in the 
Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Sur- 
gery. has been nan-red assistant director 
for aerospace lnedicine in NASA's Of- 
fice of Life Science Programs. 

Morris Lieberman, Charles C. Craft. 
and Janies E. Baker. plant physiologists 
with the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, have been assigned to head the 
Department's new laboratory for basic 
research on postharvest physiology of 
fruits and vegetables. The laboratory is 
located at the Plant Industry Station, 
Beltsvillc, Md. 
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Austin Henschel, of the Quarter- 
master Research and Engineering Con?- 
n~and,  Natick, Mass., has been ap- 
pointed chief of the physiology section 
in the Public Health Service's Occupa- 
tional Health Research and Training 
Facility, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

]Harry G. Romig, senior scientist and 
stajT member of Operations Research, 
Inc., has been named corporate director 
of quality engineering of Leach Cor- 
poration, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Recent staR appointments in the Uni- 
versity of Delaware's physics depart- 
ment: 

Ferd E. Williams, of the General 
Electric Research Laboratory, will be- 
come professor and chairman of the 
department. He succeeds Frederick W. 
Van hTamee, Jr., who will continue as 
professor of physics. 

John W. Preiss, of the National In- 
stitutes of Health, will become associate 
professor. 

Vincent J, Keenan, of the Institute 
for Defense Analyses, M'ashington, 
D.C., has been elected president of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharniacy and 
Science. He will serve the unexpired 
t e rn  of Ivor Griffith, who died in May. 

Recent appointments to the faculty 
of the Stanford School of Engineering 
have been announced: 

Thomas Kane. associate professor at 
the University of Pennsylvania's Towne 
School of Mechanical and Civil Engi- 
neering, has been named professor of 
engineering mechanics and nlechanical 
engineering. 

Rolf Efiassen, acting head of Massa- 
churietts Institute of Technology's de- 
partment of civil and sanitary engi- 
neering, will become professor of civil 
engineering, a new position established 
through a grant from the U.S. Public 
Health Service. 

Gardner Middlebrook, director of 
research and laboratories at the Nation- 
al Jewish Hospital, Denver, is in Argen- 
tina as a research consultant and post- 
graduate lecturer on bacteriology and 
imn~unology, under the auspices of the 
Fac~ilty of Medical Sciences, Buenos 
Aires University. 

Frederick B. Llewelfyn, assistant to 
the president of Bell Telephone Labo- 
ratories, has been appointed research 
physicist at the University of Michigan 
Institute of Science and Technology. 
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&Meredith P. Cra~r~fortl, director of 
George Washington University's Hu- 
man Resources Research Office, has 
received the Army's Distinguished Ci- 
vilian Service medal. 

Paul A. Clifford, analytical chemist 
and consulting editor of the Associa- 
tion of Official Agricultural Chemists, 
will receive the association's 196 1 
Harvey W. Wiley award. 

L. Jackson Laslett, currently with the 
Office of Naval Research in London, 
has been named head of the U.S. Atom- 
ic Energy Comniission's high-energy 
physics progra~n in the AEC's Division 
of Research. He has been on sabbatical 
leave from Iowa State University, where 
he was professor of physics and senior 
physicist at the university's Ames Lab- 
oratory. 

J. F. Snell, former head of the radio- 
biochen~ical department of Charles 
Pfizer and Company, Maywood, N.J., 
has been appointed professor of agri- 
cultural biochenlistry at Ohio State 
University. 

J. S. McKenzie Pollock, World Health 
Organization representative to the 
United Nations Relief Works Agency, 
Beirut, has received a 1-year appoint- 
ment as associate clinical professor of 
international health at Narvard. 

Roy L. Swank, professor and head 
of the University of Oregon's neurology 
division, is on sabbatical leave at the 
Biochemical Institute, University of 
Cologne. 

Arthnr E. Dnwe, associate professor 
in the department of zoology, Lamar 
State College of Technology, has been 
appointed associate professor of natur- 
al sciences at Pace College. 

Thornton C. Fry, mathematician and 
former vice president for research and 
engineering of the Sperry-Rand Cor- 
poration, has been named consultant to 
the director of the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colo- 
rado. 

Clifford C. Fnrnas, chancellor of the 
University of Buffalo and former As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense, and Fred- 
erick Seitz, head of the University of 
Illinois' physics department, have been 
named chairinan and vice-chairman, 
respectively, of the Defense Science 
Board. 

Chandler McC. Brooks, chairnian of 
the physiology department at the State 
University of New York Downstate 
Medical Center, will spend a 1-year 
sabbatical leave in Japan as visiting pro- 
fessor at the medical schools of the 
universities of Tokyo and Kobe. 

Ladis D. Kovach, professor and act- 
ing head of the department of mathe- 
~iiatics and physics at Pepperdine 
College, has received a part-time ap- 
pointment as visiting professor at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
in the department of engineering. 

Recent Deaths 

Stnart J. Bates, 74; emeritus profes- 
sor of chemistry at California Institute 
of Technology; 28 July. 

William Blaschak; research histo- 
chemist in the Veterans Administration 
Hospital's research laboratory, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; 29 July. 

Robert Dax, 73; physician, and a 
founder of the American Hospital at 
Neuilly, France; 8 Aug. 

H. T. Giissow, 81 ; Dominion Bota- 
nist of Canada for 33 years; associate 
director of science service, Department 
of Agriculture, Ottawa; 15 June. 

William A. MacDonald, 65; electron- 
ics engineer and chairman of the board 
of the Hazeltine Corporation, New 
York, N.Y.; 11 Aug. 

Agenor Couto de MagalhPes, 66; bi- 
ologist and chief of the Brazilian gov- 
ernment's Fish and Wildlife Service 
Section, Directorate of Animal Indus- 
try, from 1930 until his retirement in 
1960; 5 July. 

Simon Rothenberg, 78: psychoanalyst 
who studied with Freud: fornier clinical 
professor of neurology at Long Island 
Medical College and chief of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Hospital's neurological clin- 
ic; 10 Aug. 

Harold W. Streeter, 77; sanitary en- 
gineer and consultant with the U.S. 
Public Health Service: former director 
of the Robert A. Taft Sanitary Engi- 
neering Center; 6 Aug. 

W. P. Van Wagenen, 64; chief of 
neurosurgical service at the University 
of Rochester School of Medicine until 
his retirement in 1953; 6 Aug. 

Clifford W. Wells, 76; former physi- 
cian with the Rockefeller Foundation 
who specialized in tuberculosis control 
abroad for 20 years; head of the New 
Hampshire Health Department's divi- 
sion of comniunicable diseases until 
1958; 5 Aug. 


