
to continued fractions" fulfill objective 
(b). Over and over again Kac exempli­
fies the old Italian saying: "A mathe­
matician is like a lover—grant a mathe­
ma t i c i an the least concession and he 
will draw from it a consequence, and 
from that consequence another!" 

A truly delightful book! 
CHURCHILL EISENHART 

National Bureau of Standards 

Forerunner of Audubon 

Mark Catesby. George Frick and Ray­
mond Phineas Stearns. University of 
Illinois Press, Urbana, 1961. x + 137 
pp. Illus. $5. 

If Audubon—Bar tram—Catesby are 
the ABC's of American natural history, 
Catesby is certainly least known to 
Americans. This attractive book will 
help remedy that situation, but we shall 
not know Catesby well until his great 
work, Natural History of Carolina, 
Florida, and the Bahama Islands, is re­
issued. 

Eighteenth-century Catesby, subsi­
dized by Sloane, Sherard, and others 
who had been eager for the contribu­
tions of John Banister, and by Gover­
nor Nicholson, displayed none of 
Audubon's showmanship as man or 
artist. Catesby illustrated North Ameri­
can birds in habitat backgrounds, a 
method brought to its fullest flowering 
by Audubon in the next century. Con­
trary to the authors, these backgrounds 
were not initiated by Catesby. Maria 
Sibylle Merian published her first work 
in 1679, and another on insects of 
Surinam in 1705, wherein plants fairly 
compete with insects in disciplined 
beauty. 

We know little of Catesby's exact 
routes in Virginia and Carolina. He 
reached Fort Moore on the Savannah 
River some 300 miles from Charleston. 
There may be notes as to where the 
sketches were made on the original 
Catesby drawings in the Royal Library 
at Windsor. Catesby drew from the 
living plant, but faced with engraving 
costs, he took lessons from the French 
artist, Joseph Goupy, and engraved the 
plates himself. That Goupy's friend, 
the Duke of Chandos, was also Cates­
by's patron seems to have been over­
looked. Although the text of his Natu­
ral History was published in parallel 
English and French columns, we do 
not know who prepared the French 

version, but the Franco-Philadelphia 
naturalist Du Simitiere left a 16-page 
manuscript subject "Catalogue" to 
Catesby's work, though there is no 
clear evidence he was in touch with 
Catesby. 

Frick and Stearns' volume is an ex­
cellent chronicle of man and naturalist, 
and happily the price is most attractive! 
It must be said, however, that this is 
historians' and not naturalists' com­
mentary. The naturalists' edition, which 
should be published, will embrace not 
only bird commentary but also notes 
on Catesby's mollusks (by Wilkins) 
and on his plants (by Dandy) ; it will 
align these subjects with the state of 
our knowledge rather more intimately. 

JOSEPH EWAN 

Department of Botany, 
Tulane University 
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