
PROPOSED METHOD OF TEST FOR 
PARTICULATE MATTER IN HYDROCARBONS 

Describes procedures for determining the clean­
ness of hydrocarbons. Particle count is deter­
mined by microscopical examination of a 
Millipore filter through which a measured 
quantity of fluid has been passed. Total con­
tamination is determined as the increase in 
weight of a Millipore filter after passage of a 
given quantity of sample. Inorganic and or­
ganic fractions are determined by ashing. 

A.S.T.M., 1960, Committee D-2 on 
Petroleum Products and Lubricants 

Millipore® filters are available in eleven pore-
size grades from 5 fx down to lOm/x. They retain 
on their surfaces all particles larger than rated 
pore size. 
When writing for technical information please 
state your fields of interest. 
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traced not to the motives of the Amer­
ican people but to the motives of the 
people we send out to administer our 
foreign programs. We technicians may 
know how to work with people, but the 
administrators, mostly political ap­
pointees, know only how to work peo­
ple in order that the sinecures garnered 
may be perpetuated. They survive 
chiefly because there are counterpart bu­
reaucrats in the host country who have 
similar motives. The results are tragic 
both for the American taxpayer and for 
the natives he is trying to help. Another 
tragic consequence of the American po­
litical spoils system is the high regard 
native people begin to have for the Rus­
sian approach to their problems. This 
was described in the New York Times 
of 5 January 1960 by W. W. Kenworthy. 
He discussed the direct approach of set­
ting up projects with specific objectives 
scaled to the understanding of the na­
tives involved, as opposed to the gran­
diose million-dollars-be-damned ap­
proach of the Americans. The Russians 
try to impress the people affected; the 
Americans too often play to the politi­
cians, whose prestige often depends 
upon how much they can squeeze out of 
Uncle Sam. 

Instead of teaching people, I think we 
should merely allow them to learn at 
their own pace and in their own way. 
After all, as the people we want to help 
know so well, a way of life cannot be 
taught, it can only be lived. 

MILTON D. LOWENSTEIN 

Arizona State University, Tempe 

Man on the Moon 

It has, apparently, been decided that 
we shall be remembered as the only na­
tion in history that felt that it could spare 
$9 billion—but could think of nothing 
better to do with it than to shoot it at the 
moon. 

There has been remarkably little criti­
cism of the proposal to put a man on the 
moon. Perhaps everyone is convinced 
that this is the supreme proof of our 
faith in science, and that it will be the 
final demonstration of our competence 
as scientists. It is not obvious, however, 
that science will, in the long run, benefit 
by being identified so closely with gran­
diose schemes whose real sponsors are 
the military hierarchy and the missile 
builders. Any layman or scientist should 
be able to name at least a hundred better 
ways to spend the money, and our more 
sophisticated friends abroad are apt to 
regard the project less as an affirmation 

of national determination than as a dec­
laration of intellectual bankruptcy. 

Just as a timid suggestion, why not 
have the AAAS sponsor a contest in 
which each bright young graduate would 
list the ten best ways to spend $1 billion. 

WILLIAM PALMER TAYLOR 

416 Ross Avenue, 
Hamilton, Ohio 

"Mad-Baiting" 

The increasing interest in mental 
health these days seems to be asso­
ciated with a rather significant, albeit 
comparatively unnoticed, political phe­
nomenon—the phenomenon of "mad-
baiting." There even seems to be some 
evidence of this phenomenon in the 
situation described in your "Mental 
health in the House Rules Committee" 
[Science 133, 1468 (12 May 1961)], 
even though the conclusions are cer­
tainly sound. 

In "mad-baiting," scientific evalua­
tion of ideas, and of disturbing ideas 
in particular, is avoided by labeling 
their promulgators "mad" or "dis­
turbed." Sometimes technical diagnosis, 
often from afar, lend a veneer of 
scientific credibility to such ad homi-
nem attacks on ideas. Instead of being 
soberly examined, ideas of this sort 
are then either ignored or else fought 
with blind fury, as though the devil 
himself had created them. Which re­
sponse actually occurs in a given situa­
tion is likely to be determined much 
more by unthinking, popular attitudes, 
often prejudicially shaped by the mass 
media, than by the nature of the ideas 
themselves. 

Scientific method demands, however, 
that ideas be carefully examined and 
soberly responded to on their own 
merits. Only after an individual's ideas 
have been repeatedly shown to be con­
sistently wrong are we entitled to begin 
to question either his motives or his 
stability; even here, however, the term 
sick begs the basic question of whether 
the errors are accidental or, as with 
Adolph Hitler, deliberate lies. 

Name-calling is an old political 
tactic. A new pseudoscientific veneer to 
either "mad-baiting" or "red-baiting" 
in these psychologically oriented days 
should not prevent us from recognizing 
its basically obfuscatory function, and 
its antidemocratic and antiscientific 
effect. 

NATHANIEL S. LEHRMAN 

15 Canterbury Road, 
Great Neck, New York 
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American Psychiatric Associa­
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