
are mentioned in the background chap
ters. But little stress is laid on the de
sirability of international cooperation 
in the study of the earth's mantle by 
drilling. The IGY is mentioned only 
once, incidentally, and only brief ref
erence is made to the active interest 
in the project shown by the Interna
tional Union of Geodesy and Geo
physics ( IUGG) . It is related (page 
50) that when IUGG considered the 
project at Toronto in 1957 ("prodded 
by AMSOC members and by Dr. Tom 
Gaskell, a British geophysicist"), a 
resolution supporting it was adopted, 
and that "a Soviet scientist" arose and 
said: "We already have the equipment 
to drill such a hole, we are now look
ing for the place." By the following 
September, Bascom states, the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences was rumored to 
have appointed its equivalent of a deep-
drilling committee. Regrettably (doubt
less because of the date on which the 
book went finally to press) it is not 
mentioned that at the Helsinki meet
ing of IUGG (July 1960) the deep 
hole was a main subject of the presi
dential address by V. V. Beloussov. He 
was a member of the central IGY bu
reau and is now head of the geophysical 
committee appointed by the U.S.S.R. 
to organize their part of the effort to 
complete, continue, and extend the 
work of the IGY. 

The IUGG appointed an interna
tional organizing committee, presided 
over by Beloussov, to further the study 
of the mantle by deep drilling and in 
other ways. The mantle should be 
probed at more than one point, and 
international pooling of experience and 
results is obviously desirable. 

Future International Cooperation 

The wonderful response by so many 
nations to the scientist-originated pro
posal for the IGY is encouraging for the 
future. Governments and academies 
alike should keep it in mind as a stimu
lus to further action. Amidst much that 
is good in the individual and organized 
efforts of mankind, greed, pettiness, 
and duplicity show their ugly faces. 
Perhaps the best counteraction is posi
tive cultivation of the impulse to co
operate and emphasis on the generous 
aspects of emulation. Scientific projects 
beneficial to our race as a whole give 
ample scope for this. Geophysics offers 
several: besides the deep hole studies 
there are world weather research and 

the World Magnetic Survey. This last 
is a deferred item in the IGY program, 
and one that needs indefinitely con
tinued, periodic repetition; it should be 
organized permanently and interna
tionally. Most of all, academies and 
governments should make an urgent 
resolute push to exclude military efforts 
from space exploration, as has been 
done for Antarctica. 

Aztec Culture Today 

The Virgin's Children. Life in an Aztec 
village today. William Madsen. Uni
versity of Texas Press, Austin, 1960. 
xv + 248 pp. Illus. $4.50. 

Most educated Americans know 
something about the prehistoric cul
tures of the Aztecs and Mayas, but they 
are surprised to discover that descend
ants of these Middle American civiliza
tions are still vigorously carrying on 
many fundamental aspects of their an
cient traditions. It is true that the de-
cendants no longer build pyramids, 
sculpt images of their aboriginal gods, 
or paint murals. But they speak Nahuatl 
or Maya as their primary language, 
grow corn and make tortillas, and 
maintain many more aspects of their 
ancient social structures and belief 
systems than I think anyone would ex
pect in the mid-20th century. 

Throughout large areas of central 
Mexico there are still an enormous 
number of Nahuatl-speaking communi
ties which have yet to be studied by 
anthropologists. The Nahuatl peoples 
living in and around the Valley of 
Mexico are clearly descendants of the 
Aztecs whose ancient capital of 
Tenochtitlan has become modern Mexi
co City, second largest city in the 
Western Hemisphere. In 1952 Madsen 
selected the small village of San Fran
cisco Tecospa (population 800) in the 
Milpa Alta district just south of 
Xochimilco for a 16-month field study 
of contemporary Aztecs. 

In this delightfully written book 
Madsen has two purposes: to provide 
an ethnographic description of the cul
ture of this Aztec village and to eluci
date the cultural processes, especially 
syncretism, by which this culture came 
to be a complex combination of the 
ancient Aztec heritage and the Spanish 
Catholic traditions of the conquerors. 
The San Francisco Tecospans now re
gard themselves as children of the Vir

gin of Guadalupe, but this Catholic 
virgin is still called Tonantzin and is 
obviously closely related to the old 
Aztec earth goddess of that name. 

On the whole the book comes off 
well, and it is an important contribu
tion to our knowledge of contemporary 
Aztec ethnography and to our under
standing of the processes of cultural 
change. It also has some weaknesses. 
If Nahuatl is the primary language in 
San Francisco Tecospa, one wonders 
why Madsen did not present Nahuatl 
terms for all the tools, customs, and 
concepts that he discusses instead of 
giving some in Nahuatl and some in 
Spanish. The reader has no way of 
determining whether the Spanish terms 
are actually used by the Tecospans 
themselves or whether perhaps Madsen 
presents the Spanish terms simply be
cause he used Spanish rather than 
Nahuatl as his basic field language. At 
several points I had the impression that 
the analysis was not as penetrating as 
it might have been. Instead of a care
fully worked analysis of certain aspects 
of the social structure and of the struc
ture of the belief system, one finds 
pages of anecdotal material drawn 
from Madsen's field journal. While this 
style of presenting ethnography is vivid 
and will undoubtedly capture the 
imagination of the layman, it will not 
satisfy the professional anthropologist 
interested in problems of social struc
ture and culture patterns. 

The book is beautifully illustrated 
with photographs taken by Madsen and 
drawings by a Tecospa boy, both of 
which add much to the understanding 
and appreciation of the culture of the 
community. 

EVON Z. VOGT 

Department of Anthropology, 
Harvard University 

Young Intellectuals 

Gifted Children. Their psychology and 
education. Maurice F. Freehill. Mac-
millan, New York, 1961. 412 pp. 
$5.50. 

Gifted Children is a comprehensive 
book that deals primarily with prob
lems of educating gifted children and 
secondarily with the psychology of 
gifted children. How to identify gifted 
children is the first educational prob
lem discussed. Two basic methods are 
given for solving the problem: obser-
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