14 April 1961, Volume 133, Number 3459

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Board of Directors
CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE, Retiring President, Chairman

THOMAS PARK, President
PauL M. Gross, President Elect

HARRISON BROWN DonN K. PrICE
HENRY EYRING ALFRED S. ROMER
H. BENTLEY GLASS WILLIAM W. RUBEY

MARGARET MEAD ALAN...T. WATERMAN
PAUL A. SCHERER, Treasurer
DAEL WOLFLE, Executive Officer

Editorial Board

KonNrap B. KRAUSKOPF H. BURR STEINBACH
EpwIN M. LERNER WiLLiaAM L. STRAUS, JR.
PHILIP M. MORSE EpwARrRDp L. TATUM

Editorial Staff

DAEL WOLFLE HANS NUSSBAUM
Publisher Business Manager

GRAHAM DUSHANE
Editor

JosePH TURNER ROBERT V. ORMES
Associate Editor Managing Editor

ELLEN E. MURPHY, Assistant Editor
WNANcY TEIMOURIAN, Assistant to the Editor
News: HOWARD MARGOLIS, BETHSABE ASENJO
Book Reviews: SARAH S. DEEs

Editorial Assistants: NANcY S. HAMILTON, EDGAR
C. RICH, BARBARA SUTHERLAND, CONRAD YUNG-
Kwar

Staff Assistants: PATRICIA D. PappOCK, Lois W.
WOODWORTH

Advertising Staff
EARL J. SCHERAGO, Director
BERNICE SCHWARTZ, Production Manager

Sales: RicHARD L. CHARLES (New York, N.Y.,
PE 6-1858); C. RicHARD CaLLis (Old Bridge, N.J.,
CL 4-3680); HERBERT BURKLUND (Chicago, Ill.,
DE 7-4973); DILLENBECK-GALAVAN (Los Angeles,
Calif., DU 5-3991)

SCIENCE, now combined with THE SCIENTIF-
IC MONTHLY, is published each Friday by the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science at National Publishing Company, Wash-
ington, D.C. SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader’s
Guide to Periodical Literature.

Editorial correspondence should be addressed
to SCIENCE, 1515 Massachusetts Ave., y
Washington 5, D.C. Manuscripts should be typed
with double spacing and submitted in duplicate.
The AAAS assumes no responsibility for the safety
of manuscripts or for the opinions expressed by
contributors. For detajled suggestions on the
preparation of manuscripts, see Science 125, 16
(4 Jan. 1957).

Advertising correspondence should be addressed
to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42 St., New
York 36, N.Y,

Change of address notification should be sent
to 1515 Massachusetts Ave.,, NW, Washington 5,
D.C., 4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an
address label from a recent issue. Give both old
and new addresses, including zone numbers, if
any.

Annual subscriptions: $8.50; foreign postage,
$1.50; Canadian postage, 754. Single copies, 35¢.
Cable address: Advancesci, Washington.

Copyright © 1961 by the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

SCIENCE

Diversity in Research Support

Philanthropy, though not an exclusively American phenomenon, has
had its most exuberant manifestations in this country. The larger en-
dowed foundations—those with assets of $50,000 or more—include such
giants as the Ford, the Rockefeller, and the Carnegie Foundations and
number more than 5200. Their total assets exceed $11 billion. Among
the 7000 philanthropic organizations not included in these totals are those
that have little or no endowment and that depend for funds upon annual
public appeals. In this category are the voluntary health agencies, such as
the National Foundation, the American Cancer Society, and the Ameri-
can Heart Association.

The voluntary health agencies typically concentrate on one or, at most,
several diseases and put on annual public fund-raising campaigns. Some
devote the major share of their efforts to public education and to care
and rehabilitation of patients; others, in addition to these functions, sup-
port research and research training in their areas of interest; still others
focus exclusively on public education and research.

These agencies have made important contributions. Although criticized
by some for overdramatizing the battle against particular diseases, they
can show that this has been the only effective way to marshal support
from the general public. They have pioneered in educating the public in
the prevention and treatment of disease; in creating greater public under-
standing of the importance and promise of research; in ameliorating or
conquering disease; and in developing effective methods for allocating
research grants and fellowships. The American Cancer Society initiated an
institutional grants program—one widely adopted by other agencies and
authorized (but not funded) for the National Institutes of Health by Con-
gress. The American Heart Association pioneered in making career
awards—essentially lifetime professorships—for investigators of excep-
tional ability, and the American Cancer Society adopted a similar pro-
gram. The NIH has followed suit, except that its career professorships are
limited to a 5-year term, and that it has a moral but not a legal commit-
ment to renew appointments.

Not the least of the accomplishments of the voluntary agencies is the
part they have played in persuading Congress to establish the NIH
within the U.S. Public Health Service. Starting with a small appropriation
in 1945, the NIH—with strong support by representatives of these agencies
—has enjoyed a remarkably rapid growth in appropriations: from $52
million in 1950 to more than $400 million in 1960.

But it is this very growth of the federal effort in research that poses a
threat to the voluntary health agencies. Of the $150 million spent on
cancer research in 1960, $91 million came from the National Cancer
Institute, $10.5 million from the American Cancer Society, and the
rest from other governmental agencies and private foundations. The
same holds in other categories: the government is footing well over half
the research bill.

Overlapping support is not the problem, since there is complete ex-
change of information between all major granting agencies. The prob-
lem is that the general public, aware of the increasing federal contribu-
tion, no longer sees what part the voluntary agencies may have to play.
To show the public that diversity of support is essential to flexibility and
creativity in research, and that we would all be the losers if this
diversity were lost, is no easy task. But it is a task that ought to be
undertaken, and one that is worthy of our best efforts.—G.DusS.



