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Letters
The Drug Industry

Because so much of a superficial
nature has been written as a* conse-
quence of the Senate’s hearings on the
drug industry, I have been particularly
interested in the somewhat more
thoughtful analyses prepared by Science.
Your article last April [Science 131,
1299 (1960)] showed a strong effort to
maintain complete objectivity. But I
have been puzzling for some time now
over your report of 16 June, under the
heading “The drug inquiry: a curious
affair that has netted some solid results”
[Science 131, 1794 (1960)]. In brief,
I find this report disappointing.

In the first place, you use the phrase
“whatever complaints can be made
about the style of the investigation.”
Covered by this brief, qualifying phrase
is a perfectly outrageous demonstration
of misleading, headline-hunting tactics.
By implication, you take issue with
such tactics.

However, you immediately go on to
state that the “solid results” have “for
the most part -developed out of the
publicity given the hearings, which the
hearings won, in part, through the way
in which they were conducted.” Thus,
you seem to endorse the use of ques-
tionable means to reach an end. And
I cannot see that publicity is responsible
for any results except unfair and mis-
leading ones. )

What do you call “solid results”? It
seems clear to us that you are saying
just this: after months of thin pickings,
in which the drug industry could be
pilloried only by misleading headlines,
the Senate subcommittee came up with
solid results when it turned its sights
onto government agencies. Let me make
it clear that if this is the real impli-
cation of what you are saying, I cer-
tainly do not espouse it, for I cannot
condone the defamation of a fine
agency such as the Food and Drug
Administration on the basis of one or
two incidents. If, on the other hand,
you are saying that these “solid re-

_sults” have come in regard to our in-

dustry, I can only ask, what are you
referring to?

May I also refer to your comments
on the “high-powered promotion race.”
While no one can reasonably deny the
extent of this competitive manifesta-
tion. I think that most of your readers
who are familiar with our industry will
disagree with you that “there is pres-
sure on every company to match the
promotional effort of the least respon-
sible companies.” Likewise, I am con-
fident that your readers will reject the
generalization that “much of [this bar-
rage of promotion] tends to be mis-
leading.” And, in the same sentence,

you can see
what tests
prove...
...it’'salways

o Totally Soluble
e Completely Active
e 100% FREE Rinsing

Yes, these pipettes will
emerge C-P clean, free drain-
ing, sparkling.

It's so easy .. . just soak,
then rinse. Your pipettes are
really clean . . . no etching

. no fogging . . . no
residue.

Your Haemo-Sol solution is
active all week. The cost? As
low as 7/100 of a cent for
each pipette!

MEINECKE & COMPANY, Inc.

225 Varick St., New York 14

Save time,
money, work
...and
pipettes.

Clean with
Haemo-Sol
for every
cleaning
purpose.

Write for
FREE
sample and
literature
TODAY.

SCIENCE, VOL. 132



I scarcely think your readers will adopt
the assumption that this promotion is
misleading “since its purpose is to sell
goods rather than to inform the doctor.”

Admittedly, our perspective, as mem-
bers of an industry operating in a
business environment, is bound to be
weighted in favor of our vigorous—
and we think generally efficient—meth-
ods of promotion. But, for all its weak-
nesses, we believe our system brings
prompt and thorough information to
the physician and allows him the
maximum opportunity, at greatest per-
sonal convenience, to be well informed
on the range of medicines our industry
has placed at his disposal.

Finally, you raise a fundamental
question about the appropriateness of
allowing the drug industry to function
within the structure of the competitive
enterprise system. One’s immediate re-
action to this is to ask, why then should
food, water, shelter—the things that
affect not merely health but sheer sur-
vival—be supplied under the stimulus
of the profit system? Cannot business
incentive serve health equally well? I
submit that our industry has served
the public interest as well as or better
than any other I know of.

I recognize that the social, economic,
and political issues involved cannot be
dismissed casually, but I worry about
a philosophy that seems to suggest that
health be “quarantined” into the gov-
ernment domain.

G. F. RoLL
Smith Kline and French Laboratories,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The “solid results” referred to were
the indications that the climate of
opinion brought about by the investiga-
tions had put the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration in a position to initiate
reforms which they had felt were ad-
visable but which for years had been
difficult to achieve because there had
been little public interest in what the
FDA wanted to do. One example is the
recent tightening of regulations govern-
ing the information that must be in-
cluded in drug promotion pieces. An-
other is the FDA proposal for a new
factory inspection law.—ED.

Cannibalism

I was quite interested in Jay Boyd
Best’s recent article “Diurnal cycles
and cannibalism in Planaria” (I) but
question the use of cannibalism to de-
scribe the behavior observed. Webster’s
New Collegiate Dictionary defines a
cannibal as “a human being that eats
human flesh; hence, any animal that de-
vours its own kind.” Recent notes in
ornithological journals report incidences
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pansion of glass (which is 31 times smaller than the average coeffi-
cient of Teflon) and the result is the Ace Teflon Clad Plug, a better
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An Ace Teflon Clad Stopcock under tension can be cooled to 0°F,
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