ly- “sluggish”), but none of them get
very high marks. Of World War II Ros-
tow writes: “the American national
interest (in contrast to the British) was
a matter of unresolved national debate,
if not of private personal opinion . . .
[the military] resisted systematically the
application of diplomatic and political
criteria to their military plans; and
Roosevelt supported them.” And of the
postwar years he writes (specifically in
the case of the aftermath of the Korean
crisis): “The nation continued in its
familiar style to institutionalize its
emergency response to the last crisis.”
The picture is of the trouble shooter ab-
sorbed solely with the immediate source
of trouble.

The author’s judgment of recent
events, while on the whole persuasive,
is sometimes unnecessarily lugubrious,
especially in view of the fact that he
professes to be something of an opti-
mist. In particular he dismisses, with
an almost cavalier treatment, the inno-
vations in national style which came,
albeit briefly, with the Marshall Plan.
Perhaps more than any other policy in
the postwar period, the Marshall Plan
brought to the fore in Washington men
with a highly developed and practical
sense of the dynamic element in Amer-
ica’s national interest. It is most sur-
prising that none of these men, not
even Paul Hoffman, rates so much as
a mention in this long volume. The
author feels constrained to rest the
major part of his judgment of the
Marshall Plan on the statement that it
did not move Western Europe “radical-
ly” toward unity. Perhaps the move-
ment wasn’t radical, but it was cer-
tainly substantial. Just to cite two in-
stitutional innovations: the Schumann
Plan was a direct consequence of Hoff-
man’s diplomacy, and the European
Payments Union was quite literally
made in Washington. Why the author
chose to pass up this very apt illustra-
tion of the kind of national style he so
obviously advocates is a mystery.

Rostow is more constructive and
more persuasive in the final section of
the book when he looks ahead. He sees
a future in which there will be a con-
siderable “diffusion of power” among
the nations of the world as a result of
the spread of technology and the rising
political aspirations of formerly back-
ward nations, and he draws up an
agenda of problems which will face this
country as a consequence. He raises the
fundamental question of whether and
how the deficiencies in our national
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style, as they relate to military and dip-
lomatic policy, can be corrected. Speci-
fically, he isolates the many-sided prob-
lem of policy innovations in a demo-
cracy, a subject to which one hopes he
may return in the future in a more
leisurely book.

One cannot help but admire the
author’s courage in being willing to set
out his themes on such a big canvas.
One could only wish he had picked
fewer themes and had related his de-
tail more closely to them. Perhaps if
he had done so, his concept of national
interest in its dynamic element could
have been made clearer, and he would
sound less like an efficiency expert who
is not always clear just what it is he is
trying to be efficient about.

NATHANIEL MCKITTERICK
International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, Washington, D. C.
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