parison is, therefore, difficult. The
figures, all copied from the original
works, are small. Some are excellent,
but unfortunately many of the original
figures were poor, and they have not
been improved by reproduction. For
details a reading glass is helpful, often
necessary. :

Diagnoses of the various taxa are
clearly stated and appear to be ade-
quate. Typographical errors are rela-
tively few in number. However, on
page 432 Trilobium is used for Tri-
bolium.

This latest classification of the
Cestoda inevitably differs in some re-
spects from earlier classifications, the
most recent of which is that of Wardle
and McLeod, The Biology of Tape-
worms (1952).

Yamaguti rejects the cestodarian
order Biporophyllidea Subramanian
(1939) on the ground that Biporo-
phyllaeus madrassensis Sub., 1939, ap-
pears to be a free proglottis of a
tetraphyllidean or trypanorhynchidean
cestode.

The ordinal name Lecanicephalidea
(syn. Lecanicephala Wardle and Mc-
Leod, 1952) is credited by Yamaguti
(on page 94) to Baylis (1920). I am
at a loss, however, to determine the
origin of the name. It does not appear
in the only 1920 paper by Baylis deal-
ing with cestodes which Yamaguti
lists. Can it be that Yamaguti was
misled by a card in the files of the
Index Catalogue of Medical and Veteri-
nary Zoology at Beltsville, Maryland,
on which appears the entry: “Lecano-
cephalidea [sic] Baylis, 1920, p. 263”7
Examination of the paper, here re-
ferred to, shows that it deals entirely
with nematodes and that the name in
question was one which Drasche (1884)
had given to a category in which he
placed the nematode genus Lecano-
cephalus (= Goezia). The orthography
Lecanicephalidea was used by Mola
(1928), page 10, line 7, and is evidently
a lapsus or typographical error for the
family name Lecanicephalidae.

In place of the ordinal name Pro-
tecocephala Wardle and McLeod
(1952), Yamaguti has used the name
Proteocephalidea Mola (1928) to con-
tain the family Proteocephalidae. Mola
(1928, page 15, line 1), in error (proba-
bly typographical), used the spelling
credited to him, but in this sentence
he was assigning the genus Ephedro-
cephalus to the “famiglia Proteoce-
phalidea.” However, on page 19 in his
system, he used the correct orthog-
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raphy when he placed the family
Protecephalidae under the order Tetra-
phyllidea Carus, 1863. In my opinion,
credit for the first use of Proteoce-
phalidea as an ordinal name should
belong to Yamaguti.

In Yamaguti’s system the order
Diphyllidea Carus, 1863, is represented
by the single family Echinbothriidae
Perrier, 1897, with the single genus
Echinobothrium Beneden, 1849. This
genus is considered by Wardle and
McLeod (1952) to be a genus inqui-
rendum under the order Lecanicephala.

New families erected by Yamaguti in
this volume are Cephalochlamydidae
and Parabothriocephalidae in the order
Pseudophyllidea; Triplotaeniidae in the
order Cyclophyllidea; Adelobothriidae
and Tetragonocephalidae in the order
Lecanicephalidea; and Triloculariidae
and Maccallumiellidae in the order
Tetraphyllidea. He has erected three
new subfamilies and 26 new genera of
which no less than 20 are in the sub-
family Hymenolepidinae Ransom, 1909.

It has not been possible to check
with care many of the synonymies listed
by Yamaguti. However, I am at a loss
to understand why the family name
Dibothriocephalidae Liihe, 1902, and
the generic name Dibothriocephalus
Liihe, 1899, which are used by Wardle
and McLeod (1952), are not recorded
as synonyms of Diphyllobothriidae
Lithe, 1910, and Diphyllobothrium
Liihe, 1910, respectively.

Despite the criticisms expressed here,
this volume on the class Cestoda must
be accorded a very high place in the
literature relating to this group of
parasitic worms. To the serious worker
in cestode systematics, it will be indis-
pensable.

GEORGE R. LA RUE
U. S. Agricultural Research Service,
Beltsville, Maryland
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