
by Senator John Sherman Cooper of 
Kentucky. The bill, S. 3570, is cospon-
sored by Senators E. L. Bartlett and 
Ernest Gruening of Alaska, Robert C. 
Byrd and Jennings Randolph of West 
Virginia, Estes Kefauver of Tennessee, 
Mike Mansfield of Montana, Pat Mc-
Namara of Michigan, Wayne Morse 
of Oregon, William Proxmire of Wis­
consin, and Joseph Clark of Pennsyl­
vania. 

Lester P. Dragstedt, president of the 
National Society for Medical Research, 
although strongly opposed to the bill, 
hopes that it will receive a thorough 
hearing so that members of Congress 
will develop a greater interest in pro­
moting funds for laboratory animal 
care. Dragstedt comments that the 
proposed new law appears to be "an 
attempt by the anti-vivisection cult to 
strangle medical research with red 
tape." He points out that the bill has 
no constructive provisions and "makes 
no provision for helping scientists at­
tain better methods, better helpers or 
better facilities." 

The National Society for Medical 
Research is comprised of more than 
500 national scientific and health or­
ganizations. Its members include every 
medical college in the United States 
and most of the colleges of dentistry, 
pharmacy, and veterinary medicine. 
The society also represents the larger 
clinics, hospitals, and institutes that are 
engaged in research in addition to pa­
tient-care activities. 

The Bill's Provisions 

The Cooper bill would license every 
individual scientist who might work 
with animals under any federal grant 
or contract. 

Laboratories in which animal re­
search were to be conducted would be 
inspected and issued "certificates of 
compliance." 

Research plans would have to be sub­
mitted to the Secretary of Health, Edu­
cation, and Welfare for approval, and 
presumably there would be no excep­
tions. 

Detailed annual reports would have 
to be made on each licensee, covering 
all experiments performed during the 
year. 

The National Institutes of Health 
would be assigned police duties. 

The Cooper bill is identical in its 
major provisions to the German law 
adopted when the Nazis first came to 
power in 1933. The law did not pro­

hibit animal experiments, but it so 
encumbered animal experimentation 
that it was cited at the Nuremberg 
trials as one reason why some Nazi 
experimenters turned to the use of 
prisoners- in concentration camps. 

The Cooper bill is also similar to 
the British law of 1876, except that, 
unlike the British law, it does not re­
quire surgeons to perform their first 
operations on human patients. 

U.S. Launches 5000-Pound 

Missile-Warning Satellite 

A 5000-pound United States satellite 
was placed in orbit by the Air Force 
on 24 May. The 22- by 5-foot vehicle 
was launched from Cape Canaveral, 
Fla., as part of a program to develop 
a missile attack warning system. Called 
Midas, for Missile Defense Alarm Sys­
tem, the new satellite is circling the 
eafth about every 94 minutes at a dis­
tance of approximately 300 miles. Its 
inclination to the equator is 28 degrees. 

The Midas is not expected to oper­
ate as a reliable detection device until 
1963. The perfected Midas would be 
capable of detecting the heat radia­
tion from the exhaust flames of a mis­
sile's rocket engine as the missile left 
the atmosphere; then infrared "feelers" 
would immediately relay a warning. 

The Air Force estimated that the 
new vehicle, which carries 3000 pounds 
of instrumentation, would have a useful 
life of 3 to 4 weeks before its battery 
power is exhausted. However, on 26 
May it was reported that something 
had gone wrong with the system for 
radioing orders to the satellite. This 
spoiled plans to test the vehicle's detec­
tion instruments during a missile 
launching and during the firing of a 
series of flares from Edwards Air Force 
Base. Midas is expected to remain in 
orbit for 3 years. 

A A A S Group Studies 

Use of Special Teachers 

A conference on the use of special 
teachers of science and mathematics in 
the elementary school was held at the 
Burlington Hotel in Washington, 15-16 
May. The conference, sponsored by the 
Science Teaching Improvement Pro­
gram of the AAAS, was attended by 
about 75 persons from some 25 states. 
Among the participants were scientists, 

including directors of the National Sci­
ence Foundation curriculum studies; 
school superintendents; and elementary-
school principals, supervisors, and 
teachers. 

The program included a report of the 
STIP Study on the Use of Special 
Teachers in Grades 5 and 6, which is 
being conducted with the cooperation 
of the school systems in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; Lansing, Mich.; Washington, 
D.C.; and Woodford County, Ky. Equal 
attention was given to the Dual Prog­
ress Plan, which is New York Uni­
versity's experimental study of the 
use of special teachers in the elemen­
tary school. 

The purpose of the conference was to 
determine what has been learned dur­
ing the past year from these two experi­
mental studies, to identify new prob­
lems in the use of special teachers, and 
to encourage other schools to experi­
ment with this form of teaching and 
administration. The conference was 
made possible by a grant from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

Canadian Polar Basin Expedition 

A 55-man Canadian scientific expedi­
tion has begun a broad program of re­
search on Canada's continental shelf 
on the rim of the Polar Basin. The 
expedition, which includes oceanogra-
phers, topographers, geologists, geo-
physicists, geographers, and fisheries 
and wild-life experts, has headquarters 
at Isachsen on northern Ringnes Island. 
Ernest F. Roots is coordinator of the 
project. 

Canada knows little about its polar 
regions. Its arctic shelf, which has not 
as yet been accurately charted, is about 
1500 miles in length and is believed to 
extend from 100 to 200 miles out into 
the Arctic Ocean. This year the ex­
pedition will cover an area extending 
250 to 300 miles out onto the shelf ice 
from a base line, established by an ad­
vance reconnaissance party in 1959, 
which extends from Meighen Island to 
Borden Island. 

In a systematic study of the shelf, 
scientists are carrying out various tests 
at holes blasted through the ice at 
different points. They are working in 
a grid pattern across an area 30 miles 
square. Most members of the expedi­
tion will remain in the area until the 
end of August; all will have left by 
the end of September. 
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